
















If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

  

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          6042 Acme Rd 

Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019, 7:00 p.m.          

     
 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES 7/2/19 

 

D.       INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

 

E.        REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c.    Legal Counsel –  

               d.    Sheriff –Nate Lentz 

               e.    County – G. LaPointe 

   f.    Supervisor- 

            

 F.    SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: Chief Pat Parker- 2020 Metro Fire Budget and 2020 Milage       

                                                                           Proposal 2.45 mils   

 

G.   CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

          1.     RECEIVE AND FILE: 

                 a.    Treasurer’s Report  

                 b     Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

                 c.     RecycleSmart July 2019   

                 d.    Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                          1.   Planning Commission  7/8/19 

                          2.   Parks & Trails 6/21/19 

 2.   APPROVAL: 

                 1.    Accounts Payable Prepaid of  $163,320.39 and Current to be approved of  

                        $7,488.65 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

2.        

3.        

 

 

I.  CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.    Letter dated 7/1/19 from Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 

  regarding ACO, Termination Notice 

 

J.     PUBLIC HEARING:   

 

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

1.    Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment #051 – Child Care Centers (PZR 2019-12 Lindsey Wolf) 

2.   Changes to Acme Police Power Short Term Rental Ordinance #2017-01 

3.    Update Acme Police Power Ordinance for Fireworks. 

4.    DPW Septage loan defer pay back for three years to help pay for repairs required 

5.    Supervisor transition Plan. 

      .      

L.     OLD BUSINESS:      

          1.     

              

                

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          3593 Bunker Hill Rd, Williamsburg MI 49690 

Will be held in the old Acme Laundry 

               Tuesday, July 2, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Members present: J. Zollinger, C. Dye, A. Jenema, J. Aukerman, D. White, P. Scott,  

D. Nelson 

Members excused: None 

Staff present: L. Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator, V. Donn, Recording Secretary  

   

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Open at 7:01 pm 

 

Brian Kelley, Acme resident, commented in favor of Shore Beach Road transfer. 

 

Tom Phillips, 2986 Wild Juniper Trail, commented on reducing speed from 55 mph to 45 mph on US 

131 between Five Mile and Holiday Road.  

 

Limited Public Comment closed at 7:06 pm 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Zollinger said the topic under K. New Business, 1. Shore Beach Road Transfer from GTCRC to 

Acme Township will not be discussed. Additional research needs to be completed and then will be 

added to a future meeting’s agenda. 

 

Motion by Aukerman to approve the agenda as presented with the correction of omitting under 

K. New Business, 1. Shore Beach Road Transfer from GTCRC to Acme Township, supported 

by Scott. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 06/04/19  
 

Motion by Dye to approve the board meeting minutes of 06/04/19, supported by White. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

D. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

E. REPORTS 

a. Clerk: Dye reported her and Cristy Danca attended the Michigan Association of Municipal 

Clerks Conference in Kalamazoo. She gave a flyer from the conference on the 2020 Census 

Bureau with information on how people will be able to complete the census form. Residents can 

go online and for those that don’t, there will be door-to-door takers. The roll out will be March 

2020.    

b. Parks: Jenema reported the swings for the park have not been ordered. She will be reaching out 

to the donator to get the payment before ordering. The Parks and Trail Committee have agreed 

on the type of park signs and Ryan Lamott will be getting bids for a large one with the park 

name and one with highlights of park rules. Zollinger informed the existing park sign is in bad 

shape and needs to come down before a new one is installed. The board agreed to remove it.  

               c.   Legal Counsel – J. Jocks: No report 

  d.   Sheriff: A report of the service calls for May was submitted 

  e.   County: G. LaPointe reported the airport is looking at a new means of governance models to 

        create an authority and appointing a board with candidates from Grand Traverse and Leelanau 
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        areas. He gave an explanation of the city’s Tax Increment Financing that was created in 1997 for 

        30 years and is used by the DDA District, which is Traverse City downtown, old downtown and  

        surrounding areas. The concept is to defer the money keeping the TIF frozen until the 30-year  

        period is over. It was discussed to extend the period or create a new one.    

         

F.        SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

 

G.        CONSENT CALENDAR: 

              1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

 a.  Treasurer’s Report  

 b.  Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

 c.   RecyleSmart 2019  

                    d.   Draft Unapproved meeting minutes  

      1.  Planning Commission 06/10/19        

 2. APPROVAL:  

           1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $112,145.96 and Current to be approved of  

               $30,055.09 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

Motion by Nelson to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, supported by White. Roll Call 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None 

        

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Letter from Pezzetti, Vermetten & Popovicts, P.C. 

2. 2018 Annual Drinking Water Pass  

 

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

K.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Shore Beach Road Transfer from GTCRC to Acme Township - Omitted 

To be discussed at future meeting after additional research is completed. 

 

1. Approval of Acme Township Police Power, Parks Ordinance - restated  
Zollinger explained this is a Police Power Parks Ordinance that has been updated with items like 

parking, paths, and Woodland Acres. 

  

Motion by Jenema to approve the Zoning Ordinance Amendment 2019-050 for township parks, 

supported by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Approval of Updated Acme Township Fee Schedule  

Zollinger informed item lines of Demolition Permit and Boat Launch were added to the Fee 

Schedule. 

 

Motion by Jemema to approve Acme Township Fee Schedule as presented and updated on 

07/02/2019, supported by White. Motion carried by 6 (Zollinger, Dye, Jenema, Aukerman, 

White, Nelson), opposed by 1 Scott.  

 

3. Supervisor annual appointments to various committees 

Zollinger explained the appointments are recommendations to the Acme Board for terms ending 

2022. Planning Commission – Dan Rosa, Parks & Trails Committee – Barb Hefflin, Farm Land 

Committee - Dave Hoxie and Rick Sayler, and the Zoning Board of Appeals will be 

recommended by Planning Commission members.   

 

 

Motion by Jenema to approve the list as presented on 2022 appointments for Planning 
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Commission, Parks & Trails and Farm Land Committees, supported by Nelson. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

4. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 050 – Planned Development Transfer of Development 

Rights (PZR 2019-10 Shawn Winter/Lindsey Wolf) 

Zollinger explained this amendment to the ordinance was rewritten to make the process available 

to the public and the township not having to manage. The amendment is written stating it is 

between the developer and seller on the property rights. The rights allow the developer to give 

more density on the property.  

 

Motion by White to adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment 050 Planned Development-Transfer 

of Development rights as presented, supported by Jenema. Motion carried unanimously. 

  

5. Approval of new street names for the Koti project (Dan Kelly) 

 

Motion by Nelson to approve street names as presented for the Koti Project, supported by 

White. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

L.      OLD BUSINESS: None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

Zollinger submitted his resignation to be effective October 11, 2019. An ad will be put out for his replacement 

and applicants will be presented at a public meeting.  

 

Gordie LaPointe commented Zollinger’s resignation and appreciates all he has done. He inquired on the 

walking trail at Yuba Park. Jenema let him know the Conservatory worked on it last year but now their time 

has expired to continue with the trail.  

 

Brian Kelley thanked Zollinger for his dedication. He asked for a review of the sign ordinance now that 

businesses are using more advanced LED brighter lighting.  

 

D. Nelson would like Zollinger’s replacement to have the same mutual respect with other board members as 

he has done. 

 

Tom Phillips commented on Zollinger ability to provide the history of the township and thanked him for his 

service.  

 

 

ADJOURN:  Meeting adjourned 8:22 pm 
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ROLL CALL:  

Committee: x Heflin x Heffner x Jenema  

 x Smith x Timmins x Wentzloff 

Advisory: Excused Kushman x Lamott   

Staff: x Wolf x Donn   
 

A. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Heflin to approve the agenda as presented, seconded by 

Heffner.  Motion carries. 

 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

D. CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Email dated June 18 from Heffner on TART Trail meeting in Elk Rapids June 17 

2. Email dated June 20 from Heffner on Art in the Park 

Heffner visited Grand Junction, CO and gave photos of their downtown area that had interactive 

art for kids to play on. He felt it was a good example to do something like this for Bayside Park.   

 

E. ACTION:  

1. Approve Draft Parks & Trails Minutes 05.17.19.  Motion by Heffner to approve the 

minutes from 05.17.19, seconded by Heflin. Motion carries.  

 

F. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Trail Updates 

a. Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant Walk Through 

Jenema informed they are waiting to hear on the Acme connector Trust Fund. She with 

others from the township met with Tamara Jorkasky, Grant Coordinator with Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources, to show her the highlights of the trail from Bunker 

Hill, Mount Hope Road, connecting in by Meijer, and where it leads in from Traverse 

City continuing north. Heflin explained it is good to show these areas since trust funds 

are rated by sections and given scoring points for the application. Jenema stated they  

would like to get two letters showing support for the trails, one from the tribe and  

another from Meijer to help with the scoring. Wolf will work on getting these letters. 

 

b. Tribal 2% Grant Application  
Jenema mentioned the application for the Tribal 2% Grant was submitted and they are  

waiting on the results. 

  

2. Adoption Program Swing (Still waiting on ordering from Weeks on second swing) 
Jenema said the board gave approval to purchase the two swings, they are waiting to hear from 

Linda Weeks on the donation for the second one. At this time the swings have not yet been 

ordered.  

  

3. Park System Signage (Ryan to Get Bids) 

Information on the signs was given to Lamott to receive bids. The committee agreed on the type 

of sign and those needed. A large sign with the park name, one with abbreviated park rules, and 

for the cemeteries.    

 

ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

Bunker Hill Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

(former Acme Laundromat) 

June 21, 2019 8:30 a.m. 
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4. Art In The Park – Locations 

Smith said he would like to put together a subcommittee and asked for names of potential artists 

and someone who knows grant writing that might be interested in joining. He said they would 

need to research options of funding to purchase large pieces of art. Some of the art may be 

permanently added to the park and others could rotate being replaced with different pieces.  

  

 The committee discussed places near the playground to place the art and a few 

visual pieces by the highway for those driving by to see. Candidates for the  

subcommittee were suggested and will be contacted to see if they are interested.   

 

G. NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Trail Branding TART: Acme-Charlevoix 

Heffner attended the TART Trail meeting in Elk Rapids on Monday, June 17. The branding 

consultants and TART team narrowed down the names for the trail to four: Migizi, which 

means eagle in Odawa, Nakwema, “to join a path” in Odawa, Drumlin Path referring to glacial 

features, and the Voyager Pathway, for the French voyageurs. The preferred name from the 

group’s comments was Nakwema. Remainder of the meeting was discussing the preliminary 

engineering plans for the Acme to the south end of Elk Rapids portion of the trail developed by 

Prein & Newhof.  

 

Wentzloff suggested the name ACTive Trail, standing for Acme Connector Trail and that it will 

be used to keep people active. 

 

H. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Heffner informed funding has been committed to begin trail planning at Fisherman’s Island State Park 

 in Charlevoix to tie in. The Village of Elk Rapids link on the TART trail is not up to date with Bayside 

 Park information, the first page is wrong.  

 

Jenema stated Ryan Lamott will now be attending the Parks and Trails meetings. He does the 

maintenance for the parks. Any projects for the parks need to be budgeted in the Capital  

Improvement Plan to be presented to the township board.   

 

ADJOURN: Motion by Wentzloff to adjourn, seconded by Smith.  Meeting adjourned at 9:42 am   
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Application No.: Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051  
   
Request:  Child Care Centers as an allowable use in the C: Corridor Commercial District & CF: 

 Corridor Flexible District 
 
Applicant:  Elizabeth Reid, McKinley & Cramer Properties LLC  
 
  

 
I. OVERVIEW 
 
A public hearing notice was published in the Record Eagle on June 23, 2019. A public hearing was held on July 8, 
2019 at the Planning Commission to consider Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051: Child Care Centers as an 
allowable use by right in the C: Commercial District and CF: Corridor Flexible District.  
 

 
The draft table in Section 6.6.4.1 Regulated Uses has been amended to show child care centers as a use by right 
in the C: Commercial Corridor and CF: Commercial Flexible Districts. The definition of Child Care Centers in 
Section 3.2 has been amended to read Child Care Center: A facility for the care of children, as defined by MCL 
722.111(1)(a) (section (1)(a) no longer applicable - see attached documents). 
 
The public hearing opened at 7:18 p.m. – Wentzloff stated this is not on a public hearing on a specific 
application it is on a text amendment only to include under the definition of child care center in corridor 
commercial and corridor flex and not to any individual application. Four (4) people spoke in favor; 1 also spoke 
about the concern of the speed limit in that area. The hearing closed at 7:31 p.m. Vote: Motion by Feringa to 
recommend the Board adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 Child Care Centers as a use by right in 

Acme Township 
Planning & Zoning Report No. 2019-12 
Prepared: June 4, 2019(SJW); July 26, 2019 (LW) Pages: 3 
Meeting: July  8, 2019 (PC); August 13, 2019 (TB) Attachments: Yes 
Subject: Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051   
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the C: Corridor Commercial and CF: Corridor Flex Districts, as presented in the draft table in Section 
6.6.4.1 Regulated Uses, and to change the definition of Child Care Centers in Section 3.2 to read Child 
Care Center: A facility for the care of children, as defined by MCL 722.111, supported by Rosa. Motion 
carried unanimously. Six (6) of seven (7) Commissioners present.  
 
This memo’s attachments include: draft language, draft minutes from the July 8, 2019 Planning Commission 
meeting, and associated public hearing documents.  
 
II. BACKGROUND: Composed by previous Planning & Zoning Administrator, Shawn Winter 
 
The Applicant’s party operates a series of child care centers in the Grand Traverse region. They have been looking 
to expand their operations to include the east side of Traverse City, specifically Acme Township, and found a 
property that may fit their needs at 5700 US-31 N. The property is currently zoned C: Corridor Commercial which 
does not list it as an allowable use by right, or with a special use permit. In fact, the use is not listed at all in the 
US-31/M-72 Business District which includes the C: Corridor Commercial District. Child Care Centers are allowed 
through a special use permit as an institutional use in the Agricultural and Residential Districts. Other similar 
institutional uses are allowed in the C: Corridor Commercial by right including public parks, churches with and 
without assembly halls, and public and private schools.  
 
A Zoning Administrator Determination (PZR 20169-05) was performed when the Applicant initially inquired 
about the use in the district and has been included for reference. It includes the definition used by the Zoning 
Ordinance for child care organizations, the reasons why it is not currently allowed, and the uses that are allowed 
in the district.  
 
The Applicant has submitted a narrative indicating that their operation intends to care for approximately sixteen 
(16) infants thirty four (34) preschool aged students. The intensity of this use and the age of the children meets 
the definition of a child care organization and is much more commercial in nature than a family child care home 
which is allowed by right in the residential districts. A family child care home is defined by the Child Care 
Organization Act (MCL 722.111) as follows: 
 

"Family child care home" means a private home in which 1 but fewer than 7 minor children are 
received for care and supervision for compensation for periods of less than 24 hours a day, 
unattended by a parent or legal guardian, except children related to an adult member of the 
household by blood, marriage, or adoption. Family child care home includes a home in which care 
is given to an unrelated minor child for more than 4 weeks during a calendar year. A family child 
care home does not include an individual providing babysitting services for another individual. As 
used in this subparagraph, "providing babysitting services" means caring for a child on behalf of 
the child's parent or guardian when the annual compensation for providing those services does 
not equal or exceed $600.00 or an amount that would according to the internal revenue code of 
1986 obligate the child's parent or guardian to provide a form 1099-MISC to the individual for 
compensation paid during the calendar year for those services.  

 
The difference in intensity and the fact that they can occur in a private home is why family child care homes are 
allowed in residential districts.  
 
The use requested in the text amendment is consistent with the district’s intent and purpose, which states: 
 

To provide for a traditional commercial district that promotes mixed use, walkability and transit 
options, and takes advantage of its location to East Bay. 

Acme Township Zoning Ordinance, Section 6.6.3, p. 35 
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Including uses that people need as part of their day to day lives is a key component in creating the prescribed 
mixed use, walkable development pattern that supports public transit.  
 
III. Findings of Fact 
 

a) Child Care Organizations, although typically an institutional use, operate at an intensity that is similar to 
commercial uses.  

 
b) Numerous commercial uses are allowed by right and by special use permit in the C: Corridor Commercial 

District.  
 
c) Institutional uses are allowed by right in the C: Corridor Commercial District, including public and private 

schools, and churches. Often times these institutional uses operate at a similar if not greater intensity 
than most child care organizations. 

 
d) Child care organizations are consistent with the intent and purpose of the C: Corridor Commercial 

District.  
 
e) Many institutional uses including schools and churches offer care services for children younger than 

school age, which would qualify that part of their operation as a child care organization.  
 
IV. Considerations 
 
I want to stress, if the Township Board adopts an amendment to add child care centers to the list of allowable 
uses in the Commercial and Corridor Flex Districts, the Applicant will still need to seek a site plan approval. 
Adding the use to the list of allowed uses in the districts does not guarantee an approval at the location 5700 
US 31 N, or any specific location. All applicable Zoning Ordinance standards will need to be met.  
 
Suggested Motion for Consideration 
 
Motion to adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 Child Care Centers as a use by right in the C: Corridor 
Commercial and CF: Corridor Flex Districts, as presented in the draft table in Section 6.6.4.1 Regulated Uses, and 
to change the definition of Child Care Centers in Section 3.2 to read Child Care Center: A facility for the care of 
children, as defined by MCL 722.111.  
 
 
 



Section 6.6.4
LAND USE TABLE

Land Use Table

Type SFN MHN CS C CF

Residential

Single Family P P P

Single Family Condominium Subdivisions P

Live / Work Unit P P P

Open Space Preservation Development P

Duplex P P P

Multiple Family P SUP P P

Home Occupation 1 P P P P P

Home Occupation 2 or More Persons SUP (7.7) SUP (7.7) SUP (7.7)

Bed and Breakfast (5 Bedroom Maximum) SUP (9.24) SUP (9.24) SUP (9.24)

Tourist Homes1 P P P P P

Vacation Homes2 3 P P

Residential - Services

Nursing Home SUP P

Adult Day Care Center SUP SUP SUP

Assisted Living Group Facilities SUP P SUP

State Licensed Residential SUP SUP SUP

Group Child Care Home SUP SUP SUP

Public and Private  

Marinas (Public or Private) SUP

Outdoor Public Owned Parks and Recreation 
Facilities

P P P P P

Public and Private Schools P P P P P

Public Uses: Critical, Supporting and Essential P P P P P

Churches with and without Assembly Halls P P P

Transportation / Utilities

Parking (Public or Private) P P P P

Wireless Telecommunication Facilities SUP SUP

Public Transit Stop or Station P P P P

1 All tourist home operations require a license issued by Acme Township.
2 All vacation home operations require a license issued by Acme Township.
3 Vacation homes shall only be operated in single-family dwellings.

6.6.4.1 Regulated Uses
Regulated uses are identified for each ZONE either as a Permitted Uses (P) or a use requiring a Special Use Permit (SUP). If a 
use is blank with no designation or not listed it means it is not permitted in that zone. All uses requiring a Special Use Permit 
must address the General Standards listed in Section 6.6.3.3. If the SUP has additional standards over and above the General 
Standards the special provision column references that specific section of the Zoning Ordinance. All new projects, including 
those requiring a Special Use Permit (SUP), must adhere to the regulations of Section 6.6.5 Lot and Building Placement and 
Section 6.6.6 Special Provisions.



Land Use Table

Type SFN MHN CS C CF

Office

Professional Offices P P P

Medical / Dental Offices P P

Medical Urgent Care Facilities P P

Veterinary Clinic P P

Commercial

Mixed Use with Residential above the 1st floor P P

General Retail; except with the following 
features

P P

  a. Alcoholic beverages SUP SUP

  b. Floor area over 10,000 sq.ft. SUP SUP

  c. On-site production of items  
     sold in or out of store locations  

SUP SUP

  d. Operating hours between  
     10pm and 7am

SUP SUP

Restaurant, cafe and coffee shop, bar and 
taverns except with the following features

P P

  a. Drive-thru facilities SUP

  b. Drive-In facilities SUP

  c. Outdoor Service SUP SUP

Micro brewery, Small Distillery, and Small 
Winery

P P

Movie & Performance Theaters SUP P

Convenience market less than 3,500 sq.ft P P

Personal Services P P

Farmers Market P P

Banks and Financial; except with the following 
features

P P

  a. Drive-thru facilities SUP

Shopping Centers SUP (9.12) SUP (9.12)

Grocery Stores; except with the following 
features

P P

  a. Floor area over 10,000 sq.ft SUP P

  b. Gasoline Service Station SUP (9.6)

Gasoline Service Station SUP (9.6)

Automotive Supply & Parts P

Automotive Service SUP

Medical Marihuana Provisioning Center4 P

Childcare Centers P P

Lodging

Hotel; except with the following features P P

  a. Greater than 120 rooms SUP P

  b. Conference and convention  
      facilities

SUP SUP

4 No more than one (1) Provisioning Center may be licensed and operating at any given time, and no more than one 
(1) license may be issued.



Acme Township Planning Commission                                     July 8, 2019 

                        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 pm 
 
ROLL CALL: Members present: K. Wentzloff (Chair), S. Feringa (Vice Chair), D. Rosa, D. VanHouten,  
B. Balentine, D. White 
Members excused: M. Timmins 
Staff present: L. Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator, S. Winter, Planning Consultant Beckett & Raeder,  
V. Donn, Recording Secretary 
 
A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Open at 7:01 pm 

 
Brian Kelley, Acme Resident (Submitted written comments to be added to the packet) 
 
Richard Radlaff, Traverse Bay RV Resort, voiced the importance of public comments in the meeting 
notes. He stated on the northern end of the Traverse Bay RV Resort are tiny houses that were approved by 
an amendment to the condominium. He questioned who was paying for the taxes on these units since they 
are rented out.  
 
Rob Evina, 6075 Arabian Drive, supports the child care center and feels this would be good to occupy in 
this building and a great addition for the community.  

 
 Limited Public Comment closed at 7:10 pm 
 
B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

Motion by White to approve the agenda as presented, supported by Balentine. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 
D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 
 
E. CONSENT CALENDAR:.  

1. RECEIVE AND FILE 
a. Township Board Draft Regular Meeting Minutes 06.04.19 
b. Parks & Trails Committee Draft Meeting Minutes 06.21.19 

2. ACTION: 
a. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.13.19 
b. Approve Draft Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.21.19 
c. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 06.10.19 

 
Feringa requested to remove under 2. ACTION, c. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 

             06.10.19.  
 
Motion by Feringa to approve the Consent Calendar with removal of Item 2. ACTION, c. Adopt  
Planning Commission Meeting Draft Minutes 06.10.19, supported by White. Motion carried  
unanimously. 
 
Brian Kelley requested to remove under 2. ACTION, a. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes 05.13.19 and b. Approve Draft Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.21.2019. 
 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

3593 Bunker Hill Rd, Williamsburg MI 49690 
(Former Acme Laundromat at US-31 & Bunker Hill Rd) 

July 8th, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
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Motion by Feringa to approve the Consent Calendar with removal of Item 2. ACTION, a. Approve 
Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.13.19, b. Approve Draft Special Planning 
Commission Meeting Minutes 05.21.2019 and c. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes, supported by Balentine. Motion carried unanimously.  

  
F. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Remove Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 06.10.19 
2. Remove Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.13.19 
3. Remove Draft Special Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 05.21.19 
 
Feringa stated he was absent from the meeting, so he abstained from approval of the 06.10.19 Draft 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes.  
 
Motion by White to approve the Consent Calendar with Draft Planning Commission Meeting  
Minutes 06.10.19, supported by VanHouten. Motion carried by 5 (Wentzloff, Rosa, VanHouten,  
Balentine, White), abstained by 1 Feringa. 
 
Brian Kelley would like to restore a summary of the public comments from Jim Heffner to the 
 05.13.2019 and his own to the 05.21.19 meetings. 
 
Wentzloff said both Heffner and his comments will be added to the revised minutes.  
 

G. CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS: Opened at 7:18 pm 
1. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 – Child Care Centers (PZR 2019-12) 

Wentzloff stated this is not on a public hearing on a specific application it is on a text amendment 
only to include under the definition of child care center in corridor commercial and corridor flex 
and not to any individual application.   
 
Jamie Cramer, 6111 Sunset Breeze, she supports the child care center and said it is good to have 
in a commercial building where utilities and roads are already in place, rather than a residential 
area. 
 
James Stajos, 1717 US 31 N., owns Pro Fireworks and when the township voiced concerns of 
having a child care business in his building he contacted MDOT, LARA, the licensing for 
daycare, and Metro. MDOT said there were no problems with the flow of traffic for drop off and 
pickup. Metro confirmed as long as there was a state license, the building was highly regulated 
and was built with good fire separation for this type of business. LARA also said the site would 
meet their requirements.     
 
Brian Kelley, Acme resident, stated the speed limit for US 131 in that location should be 35 mph 
to reduce the accidents that keep taking place at the 55 mph it currently is. He would like to see 
the township help in getting this done. 
 
Ann Stadel, 3518 Kennedy Place, supports the day care and feels this would be a great addition to 
our community. 
 
Elizabeth Reid, 3181 Zimmerman Rd., supports the day care center and it would be good for the 
community. 
 

 Closed at 7:31pm 
 

I. OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 – Child Care Centers (PZR 2019-12) 

Winter clarified the township wasn’t trying to stir them to go in a residential district, it was 
because of the amendment. The district they were pursuing would not allow it, but it would be in 
a residential location. 



Acme Township Planning Commission                                     July 8, 2019 

Motion by Feringa to recommend the Board adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 Child 
Care Centers as a use by right in the C: Corridor Commercial and CF: Corridor Flex Districts, as 
presented in the draft table in Section 6.6.4.1 Regulated Uses, and to change the definition of Child 
Care Centers in Section 3.2 to read Child Care Center: A facility for the care of children, as 
defined by MCL 722.111, supported by Rosa. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Winter informed in the current ordinance this is dropping in the definition (1. a) in the Child Care 
 Section. It no longer matches it is actually 1. h not 1. a.  

  
2. SPR 2019-05 – Redbud Roots Lab X Marihuana Provisioning Center (PZR 2019-09) 

Chris Biggers, architect for Bigg Architecture, gave an update on the list of conditions that were 
given to meet before issuing a land use permit. The plans were emailed electronically his week 
with the revisions but did not make it in the packet. The PC committee reviewed the new plans on 
the drainage, storm storage area, parking, lighting and landscaping.  
 

Motion by Feringa to approve Site Plan Review application SPR 2019-05, submitted by Alexander 
M. Leonowicz, Redbud Roots Lab X Inc, to modify and occupy an approximately 2,468 square foot 
licensed medical marihuana provisioning center located at 6669 E M-72, Williamsburg, MI 49690, 
with the following conditions that must be met prior to issuing a land use permit. 

1.   Submit a bond, letter of credit, cash surety or certified check in the amount equal to the 
      material and labor to install the plantings on the landscape plan, prepared by a  
      professional landscaper. 
 2.  Receive a favorable storm water management plan and calculations review by the  
      Township’s engineer of record after all required improvements and revisions have been 
      included. 
 3.   Submit a set of revised plans in electronic pdf format and a set of full-size prints sealed 
       by a licensed engineer, architect or landscape architect and signed by the Applicant 
       and Planning Commission Chair. 

Supported by Balentine. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Planning Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals Representative  

Dan VanHouten volunteered to be on the Planning Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals.  
 

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS: Opened at 8:09 pm 
Brian Kelley, Acme Resident, commented on his disapproval of how the Redbud Roots Lab X Marihuana 
Provisioning Center site plan application was handled. He felt the requirements for the applicant should 
not have been given last minute and reviewed at the PC meeting. They should come back to the next 
meeting when prepared and gave the commissioners the information in advance to review.  
 
Closed at 8:11 pm 
 
Wentzloff informed Jay Zollinger will be retiring as the township supervisor this October. 

 
1. Planning & Zoning Administrator Report – Lindsey Wolf reported there may be another 

marijuana provisional center request brought before the committee at the August meeting, or at a 
special meeting if they decide to go that route.  

2. Township Board Report – Doug White reported the township hall is coming along and may be 
completed for the next PC meeting. 

3. Parks & Trails Committee Report – K. Wentzloff commented on how Bayside Park has been 
busy and well used.  

 
ADJOURN:  Motion to adjourn by Feringa, supported by White. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm                          



TOWNSHIP OF ACME   
NOTICE OF HEARING 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION will hold a public hearing 
at its regular meeting on Monday, July 8th, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the former Acme Laundromat, 3593 
Bunker Hill Rd, Williamsburg MI 49690, to consider the following amendments to the Acme 
Township Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 – Child Care Centers in the C: Corridor Commercial District 
and CF: Corridor Flexible District  
The proposed amendment would modify Article VI of the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance to 
include child care centers as a use by right permitted in the C:Corridor Commercial District and the 
CF: Corridor Flexible District. Section 6.6.4.1 Land Use Table will be amended to include the proposed 
changes.  
     
Copies of the entire proposed Amendment 051 are available for inspection at the Acme 
Township hall.  All interested persons are invited to attend and be heard at public hearings before 
the Planning Commission. After each public hearing, the Planning Commission may or may not 
deliberate and take action. Any recommendation from the Planning Commission will go before the 
Township Board for final determination. The entire Zoning Ordinance is available for inspection at 
the Acme Township Hall from 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday. Proposed Zoning 
Ordinance Amendments and the entire Zoning Ordinance are also available for inspection via the 
Township’s website, www.acmetownship.org.  
 
If you are planning to attend and require any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Township 
Clerk, within 24 hours of the meeting at 938-1350.  
 
Written comments may be directed to: 
Lindsey Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690, (231) 938-1350, zoning@acmetownship.org  

http://www.acmetownship.org/
http://www.acmetownship.org/
mailto:zoning@acmetownship.org
mailto:zoning@acmetownship.org
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Thank you for advertising in the Record−Eagle, our related publications and
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responsible for the first day’s incorrect insertions.  Also, we reserve the
right to edit or reclassify your ad to better serve buyers and sellers.

No refunds or rebates will be issued if you cancel your ad prior to the stop
date.

We appreciate your business.
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LEGAL NOTICE  
TOWNSHIP OF ACME  
NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION will
hold a public hearing at its regular meeting on Monday, July 8th, 2019 at 7:00
p.m.  at the  former Acme Laundromat,  3593 Bunker Hill  Rd,  Williamsburg MI
49690, to consider the following amendments to the Acme Township Zoning 
Ordinance.

Zoning Ordinance Amendment 051 - Child Care Centers in the C: Corridor 
Commercial District and CF: Corridor Flexible District 
The proposed amendment would modify Article VI of the Acme Township Zoning
Ordinance to include child care centers as a use by right permitted in the 
C:Corridor  Commercial  District  and the CF:  Corridor  Flexible  District.  Section
6.6.4.1 Land Use Table will be amended to include the proposed changes. 
    
Copies of the entire proposed Amendment 051 are available for inspection at
the Acme Township hall.   All  interested persons are  invited  to attend and be
heard at public hearings before the Planning Commission. After each public 
hearing, the Planning Commission may or may not deliberate and take action.
Any recommendation from the Planning Commission will go before the Township
Board for final determination. The entire Zoning Ordinance is available for 
inspection  at the  Acme Township  Hall  from 7:30 a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Monday
through Thursday. Proposed Zoning Ordinance Amendments and the entire 
Zoning Ordinance are also available for inspection  via the Township's website,
www.acmetownship.org. 

If  you are planning to attend and require  any special assistance, please notify
Cathy Dye, Township Clerk, within 24 hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

Written comments may be directed to:
Lindsey Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690, (231) 938-1350, 
zoning@acmetownship.org 
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 

From: Lindsey Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

CC: Jeff Jocks, Legal Counsel  

Date: August 7, 2019 

Re:  August 13, 2019 Acme Township Short-Term Ordinance #2017-01 

Amendment Number: Amendment 2019-02 

Attachments: 11 pages 

The Supervisor had asked the department to make some changes to the current Short-Term rental Ordinance 
#2017-01. These changes were made to: 

• Remove the limited deration exception/exemption o
• Update the Consumer Fireworks Ordinance (State of Michigan law changed in December of 2018) &

Section 2.9.
• Provide clarification that STRs are not Bed & Breakfast establishments
• Meet fire safety standards
• Clarify quiet hours
• Increase penalties to deter violations of the Ordinance.

Township Attorney, Jeff Jocks, has reviewed the proposed changes; we had a verbal discussion on August 7, 
where we came to agreement on the language presented to the board.  A redline version of the text language 
has been included for review with comments on the side to provide context as to why changes were made.  

Suggested Motion for consideration:  
Motion to adopt police power ordinance amendment #2019-02 to the: Acme Township Short-Term Rental 
Ordinance as presented.  

Planning and Zoning Staff Report 
6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 

Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 

http://www.acmetownship.org/
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TOWNSHIP OF ACME 
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

SHORT-TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 
ORDINANCE NO: 2017-01 

Amendment: 2019-02 

ARTICLE 1: OVERVIEW 

Section 1.1: Title 

This Ordinance shall be known as the Acme Township Short-Term Rental Ordinance, referenced within as 
“Ordinance”. 

Section 1.2:  Findings 

The Acme Township Board of Trustees declares the following findings:  

a. The Township staff, elected and appointed officials have received complaints involving excess
noise, litter, disorderly conduct, overcrowding, traffic, congestion, parking, and safety associated 
with short-term rentals. 

b. The transitory nature of occupants of short-term rentals makes continued enforcement and
administration of existing ordinances against the occupants difficult. 

c. Short-term rentals provide a community benefit by contributing to a variety of lodging facilities
for guests to utilize, supporting the local economy by increasing the number of visitors to the area, 
and assisting owners of short-term rentals by providing revenue which may be used for
maintenance upgrades and deferred costs. 

d. The Township wishes to preserve and maintain the residential character of the community and 
quality of life for all residents. 

e. The provisions of this Ordinance are necessary to prevent the continued burden placed upon
county and township services and impacts on residents posed by short-term rentals. 

Section 1.3:  Purpose 

This Ordinance is intended to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of all the 
citizens of Acme Township by requiring the registration and permitting of short-term renting of single-
family and duplex dwelling units. 

Section 1.4:  Applicability 

All requirements, regulations and standards imposed by this Ordinance are intended to apply in addition 
to any other applicable requirements, regulations and standards imposed elsewhere in other ordinances 
of the Township, including the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance. Further, this Ordinance does not affect 
additional requirements placed on use of property (or a portion thereof) imposed by deeds, associations 
or rental agreements. 
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Section 1.5:  Definitions 

Bedroom: A separate room with a door, closet, and window that is used or intended to be used 
specifically for sleeping purposes.  A bedroom must be a habitable space not be less than seventy 
(70) square feet, not less than seven (7) feet in one dimension, not located in an attic or basement
without egress meeting standards in applicable building, residential and fire codes, and not a room
by design intended to serve another purpose such as a kitchen, dining area, den, family rooms or
living rooms.

Dwelling Unit: A building or portion thereof designed exclusively for residential occupancy by one 
family, and having cooking facilities. 

Dwelling, Duplex: A single building with two dwelling units designed for or occupied exclusively by 
two families living independent of each other. 

Dwelling, Single-Family: A detached dwelling unit designed for the exclusive occupancy by a single 
family. 

Extenuating Circumstances: Conditions under which a violation of this Ordinance has occurred that 
may include a) committed by a non-renter and the renter(s) attempted to prevent or halt the 
violation, b) resulted from an act of nature, c) other circumstances that the property owner or local 
agent could not reasonably anticipate and prevent, and could not reasonably control.  

Good Visitor Guidelines: A document prepared by the Township Zoning Administrator that includes:  

1. A summary of the following Acme Township Ordinances and all applicable penalties: 

a. Consumer Fireworks Ordinance [2016-01] 

b. Fire Prevention Ordinance [2015-01]

c. Refuse Collection Ordinance [2011-01] 

d. Junk Ordinance [2005-04]

e. Noise Ordinance [2005-03] 

f. Trespass Ordinance [87-2] 

2. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in a residential neighborhood and
that the neighbors may not be vacationing. 

3. A reminder that the short-term rental may be operating in an agricultural district and that
necessary agricultural activities may take place that are protected under the Michigan Right 
to Farm Act (Public Act 93 of the Public Acts of 1981) 

4. A statement informing the occupant(s) that neighboring property owners may contact the
local agent, sheriff’s department, Township, or Township designee to report any issues
relating to the property. 

Local Agent: An individual designated to oversee the short-term rental of a dwelling unit in 
accordance with this Ordinance. The local agent shall respond to calls from renters, concerned 
citizens, and representatives of the Township, live or maintain a place of business within thirty (30) 
miles of the dwelling unit, be available twenty-four (24) hours a day while the short-term rental 
property is occupied, and respond within sixty (60) minutes to any issues that may arise. A property 
owner who meets these criteria may be the local agent.  
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Occupant: Any individual living in, sleeping in, or having possession of a dwelling unit, or portion 
thereof pursuant to a rental agreement. This does not include guests who are visiting between the 
hours of 8:00 am and 11:00 pm. 

Owner: The person or entity that holds legal or equitable title to the property (or portion thereof) 
used as a short-term rental.  

Parking Space: An improved, designated area on the property where a short-term rental operates 
that is legally available for the occupants to park motorized vehicles and trailers. This may include 
garages, carports, parking bays and driveways. This does not include yards and street right-of-ways. 

Short-Term Rental: The commercial use of renting a dwelling unit, or portion thereof, for a period of 
time less than thirty-one (31) consecutive calendar days.  This does not include approved bed and 
breakfast establishments, hotels/motels, tenant housing, or campgrounds.  

Special Event: Outdoor parties, lawn parties, weddings, family reunions, bachelor/bachelorette 
parties, or other similar gatherings that exceed the maximum number of occupants allowed.  

Tourist Home: A short-term rental operation in which a portion of a dwelling unit is rented out where 
the owner of the property resides full-time in the dwelling unit and is primarily present at the time 
of occupation.   

Vacation Home: A short-term rental operation in which the entire dwelling unit is rented out without 
the property owner residing at the dwelling unit at the time of occupation.   

Section 1.6:  Severability 

If any section, provision, or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portions or application of this 
Ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid portion or application. 

ARTICLE 2: GENERAL STANDARDS 

The following standards shall apply to all short-term rentals: 

Section 2.1:  Permit 

All short-term rentals shall be required to register with, and be permitted by the Township. Permits shall:  

a. Be valid for one calendar year, 

b. Be required for each short-term rental unit, 

c. Be issued prior to advertising a short-term rental, 

d. Not transfer with the sale of the property, or be transferred from one property to another. 

e. Be displayed on the front door, or in a prominent location on the façade or nearby window not
more than five (5) feet from the front door, measured from the edge of the door frame, except in 
the case of tourist homes, 

f. Display the maximum number of occupants allowed, 

g. Display the contact information for the local agent and Township, or Township designee.
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Furthermore, the short-term rental permit number shall be posted and clearly evident on any and all 
advertisements related to the short-term rental of a property.  

Section 2.2:  Exceptions and Exemptions 

A dwelling unit does not need a short-term rental permit as required in this Ordinance when the 
occupancy of the dwelling unit occurs under the following circumstances: 

a. Family occupancy. Any member of a family (and that family member’s guests) may occupy a
dwelling as long as any other member of that family is the owner of the dwelling or dwelling unit. 
Family occupancy also exempts guest houses or similarly separate dwelling units located on the
same premises as the owner's domicile, when occupied by family guests, exchange students,
visiting clergy, medical caregivers, and child care givers, without compensation to the owner. 

b. House-sitting. During the temporary absence of the owner and owner's family the owner may
permit non-owner occupancy of the premises, without compensation to the owner, without a
short-term rental permit. 

c. Dwelling sales. Occupancy by a prior owner after the sale of a dwelling under a rental agreement. 

d. Estate representative. Occupancy by a personal representative, trustee, or guardian of the estate 
and his family, with or without compensation. 

e. Limited Duration – Any dwelling unit that is rented on a short-term basis for fourteen (14) or less 
days per calendar year.  

Section 2.3:  Local Agent 

Each owner of a short-term rental shall designate a local agent meeting the criteria as defined in this 
Ordinance who has access to and authority to assume management of the short-term rental and take 
remedial measures. For tourist homes, the owner shall be the local agent.  

Section 2.4: Good Visitor Guidelines:  

A copy of the Good Visitor Guidelines established by the Township shall be provided to all occupants for 
review and remain on premises. 

Section 2.5:  Refuse and Recyclables  

The storage and disposal of all refuse and recyclables shall meet the following:  

a. All refuse and recyclables shall be stored in a container with a tight-fitting lid approved by the
waste hauler. 

b. Refuse and recyclable containers shall be placed in front of the premise for pick up only on the
day designated by the waste hauler.

Commented [LW1]: Hard for department to monitor –
legal counsel in agreement that a permit should be obtained 
for any short-term rental. 
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Section 2.6:  Pets 

All pets shall be confined on the property or on a leash at all times.  Pets that cause frequent or long 
continued noise that disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity shall be found in violation 
of this ordinance. 

 

Section 2.7:  Wastewater  

The owner shall maintain a properly functioning septic system per the Acme Township Uniform Septage 
Control Ordinance (2004-2), or sewer connection per the Grand Traverse County Public Works 
Department Uniform Sewer Use Ordinance (1994, as amended).   

 

Section 2.8:  Parking 

All parking by the occupants and guests of a short-term rental shall only park in designated parking spaces 
as defined by this Ordinance.  

 

Section 2.9:  Fireworks 

The discharge of consumer fireworks is prohibited except on the day before, the day of, and the day after 
a National Holiday between the hours of 8:00 am and 1:00 am. Furthermore, the use of untethered sky 
lanterns shall be prohibited in Acme Township.  

No person shall ignite, discharge or use Consumer Fireworks within Acme Township, except this 
prohibition shall not preclude any person from igniting, discharging and using Consumer Fireworks on 
the following days after 11:00 a.m.:  
 

1. December 31 until 1:00 a.m. on January 1; 
2. The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of 

those days; 
3. June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days; 
4. July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.; 
5. The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those 

days. 
 

Furthermore, the use of untethered sky lanterns shall be prohibited in Acme Township.  

 

Section 2.10:  Noise 

No person within the Township shall cause a noise or disturbance, which is defined as sound created by 
human activity with or without the use of any device, which by reason of its volume, intensity, location, 
or time of day impairs the health, welfare, or peace of another person of normal human sensibilities. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the following prohibited acts:  

a. The playing of any radio, television, phonograph, or other sound reproduction device, or musical 
instrument in such a manner or at such a volume as to be sufficiently audible to unreasonably 
annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in the vicinity.  

Commented [LW2]: This section has been amended to 
meet current State of MI requirements. The Acme Township 
Consumer Fireworks Ordinance has also been amended to 
reflect those changes.  
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b. The keeping of any animal or bird which, by causing frequent or long continued noise, shall 
unreasonably disturb the comfort and repose of any person in the vicinity.  

c. The use of any motor vehicle, including motorcycles, in such a manner as to create an 
unreasonably disturbing noise, including but not limited to, the screeching of tires and the 
discharge into the open air of exhaust from the engine without a sufficient muffler.  

d. Shouting or other raucous or boisterous behavior for an unreasonable length of time. 

e. Short-term rentals shall observe quiet hours between 11p.m and 7:00a.m.  

 

Section 2.11:  Signage 

Signage advertising the existence of a short-term rental is prohibited.  

 

Section 2.12: Events 

Special events are not permitted. 

 

Section 2.13:  Recreational Vehicles 

Recreational vehicles shall not be used on the property by occupants or the property owner while a short-
term rental is being occupied.   

 

Section 2.14: Fire Safety 

All short-term rental operations shall meet the necessary safety standards established by Grand Traverse 
Metro Fire Department, including but not limited to smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors and 
fire extinguishers.  

Campfires shall be contained in designated ‘fire pit’ areas away from trees, structures, or combustible 
materials, and property lines. Fires must be attended at all times and properly extinguished after use. 

 

Section 2.15: Advertising  

A short-term rental shall not be advertised as a bed and breakfast establishment. A bed and breakfast is 
subject to the requirements of Section 9.2.4 in the Acme Township Zoning Ordinance.  

 

ARTICLE 3: TOURIST HOME STANDARDS 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all tourist home 
short-term rentals: 

 

Section 3.1: Allowable Locations 

Tourist homes shall be permitted in all zoning districts. 

  

Commented [LW3]: One of the biggest issues with STR’s 
from neighbors is the noise. Legal counsel in agreement 
with hours. 

Commented [LW4]: Also an important part of fire safety 

Commented [LW5]:  
The township is starting to see people advertise these as 
B&Bs on AirB&B, provides clarification for the future. 
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Section 3.2:  Maximum Occupancy 

The maximum occupancy of any tourist home shall be based on the number of bedrooms, whereas: 

a. A maximum of two (2) occupants per bedroom shall be allowed, 

b. A maximum of three (3) bedrooms shall be rented to occupants of a tourist home.  

The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the tourist home that 
will result in an increase in the maximum occupancy. 

 

Section 3.3:  Owner Occupancy 

The owner of the tourist home shall have their legal residence established at the location of the operation, 
and be living in the dwelling unit and present overnight at the time occupants are staying on the property.   

 

Section 3.4:  Application 

a. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a tourist home to register the 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township. The Acme Township Fiscal Responsibility 
Ordinance #2010-03 states that all real and personal property taxes, fees, penalties, fines, 
assessments, general assessments and other monies owed to the Township are current and paid 
up to date.  

b. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 

1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the vacation home. 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 

3. The number of bedrooms in the vacation home intended to be used by occupants. 

4. A description of the property that states the number of acres. 

5. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   

6. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 
applicable local and state laws.  

c. Fee – An application for a tourist home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 
proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 
Administrator.   

d. Number of Permits – The number of tourist home permits issued annually by the Township 
through application shall not exceed fifty (50).  Permittees that have a valid permit and are in 
good standing with the Township shall have first priority in receiving a permit for the following 
calendar year.  The remaining balance of permits may be issued to applicants who have submitted 
a complete application.  If the number of applications, including renewal applications, exceeds  
fifty (50), then the Township will conduct a lottery to determine which of the new applicants shall 
receive a permit.    

e. Renewal – All tourist home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 
issued.  The owner of a permitted tourist home may reapply for the next calendar year at any 

Commented [LW6]: Acme Township Fiscal Responsibility 
Ordinance No: 2010-03 applies 
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point between October 1st and October 31st. All renewal permits shall be issued by November 15th. 
The number of permittees that have not submitted an application for renewal by October 31st 
shall have their permit added to the balance of permits available to new applicants and may apply 
as a new applicant.  

 

 

ARTICLE 4: VACATION HOME STANDARDS 

In addition to the General Standards in Article 2, the following standards shall apply to all vacation home 
short-term rentals: 

 

Section 4.1: Allowable Locations 

Vacation homes shall be allowed in the agricultural zoning district, and in single-family dwellings in the 
commercial zoning districts. 

 

Section 4.2:  Maximum Occupancy  

The maximum allowed occupancy of a vacation home shall not exceed the lesser of: 

a. Two (2) occupants per bedroom plus four (4) additional occupants, or 

b. For parcels under ten (10) acres in size the occupancy shall not exceed ten (10) occupants, or 

c. For parcels of ten (10) acres or more the occupancy shall not exceed fourteen (14) occupants.   

The property owner shall inform the Township of any renovations or additions to the vacation home that 
will result in an increased in the maximum occupancy. 

 

Section 4.3: Application 

f. Responsibility – It shall be the responsibility of the owner of a vacation home to register the 
operation and obtain a permit from the Township.  The Acme Township Fiscal Responsibility 
Ordinance #2010-03 states that all real and personal property taxes, fees, penalties, fines, 
assessments, general assessments and other monies owed to the Township are current and paid 
up to date.  

a. Application – The owner shall truthfully provide and certify as true the following on a form 
prepared and supplied by the Township: 

1. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the owner of the vacation home. 

2. Name, address, telephone number, and email of the designated local agent. 

3. The number of bedrooms in the vacation home intended to be used by occupants. 

4. A description of the property that states the number of acres. 

5. A sketch of designated parking spaces.   

6. An affidavit signed by the owner acknowledging the provisions of this Ordinance, and all 
applicable local and state laws.  

Commented [LW7]: Acme Township Fiscal Responsibility 
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b. Fee – An application for a vacation home permit under this Ordinance shall be accompanied by a 
fee in the amount established by resolution of the Acme Township Board.  There shall be no 
proration of fees.  Fees are non-refundable once a permit has been issued by the Township Zoning 
Administrator.   

c. Number of Permits – The number of vacation home permits issued annually by the Township 
through application shall not exceed fifty (50).  Permittees that have a valid permit and are in 
good standing with the Township shall have first priority in receiving a permit for the following 
calendar year.  The remaining balance of permits may be issued to applicants who have submitted 
a complete application.  If the number of applications, including renewal applications, exceeds  
fifty (50), then the Township will conduct a lottery to determine which of the new applicants shall 
receive a permit.    

d. Renewal – All vacation home permits shall expire on December 31st of the calendar year they are 
issued.  The owner of a permitted vacation home may reapply for the next calendar year at any 
point between October 1st and October 31st. All renewal permits shall be issued by November 15th. 
The number of permittees that have not submitted an application for renewal by October 31st 
shall have their permit added to the balance of permits available to new applicants and may apply 
as a new applicant.  

 

 

ARTICLE 5: VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES 

 

Section 5.1:  Violations 

a. Violations – Any violation of the provisions of this Ordinance, or any other applicable local, state, 
or federal ordinance shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. Each day a violation continues 
shall constitute a separate violation. 

b. Nuisance Per Se – A violation of this Ordinance shall be a nuisance per se.  The Township shall 
have the right to commence a municipal civil action to enforce compliance with this Ordinance. 

c. Administration – The Acme Township Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue all permits under 
this Ordinance and is also authorized to issue civil infraction violations notices and/or civil 
infraction citations for violations of this Ordinance.  

   

Section 5.2: Penalties 

a. Penalties – the following penalties shall apply for violating this Ordinance: 

1. Short-Term Rental Without a Permit 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail.  municipal civil 
infraction subject to a fine of $500. 

ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $750.  

Commented [LW8]: Legal counsel asked to have this 
removed as the term does not apply to this type of legal 
action – differs from a “municipal civil infraction”. 
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iii. Third Violation – The third violation in the same calendar year shall result in a 
municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,500.  

iv. Subsequent Violations – Subsequent violations in the same calendar year shall 
result in municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $5,000 and/or 90 days in jail. 

2. All Other Violations 

i. First Violation – The first violation in a calendar year shall result in a Notice of 
Violation delivered to the property owner through certified mail. municipal civil 
infraction subject to a fine of $250 and the permit shall be suspended for thirty 
(30) days. 

ii. Second Violation – The second violation in the same calendar year shall result in 
a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $500. $750 and the permit shall be 
suspended for sixty (60) days. 

iii. Subsequent Violations – Subsequent violations in the same calendar year shall 
result in a municipal civil infraction subject to a fine of $1,000. $1500 and may 
result permit revocation.  

 

b. Revocation – The Township may revoke a short-term rental permit for any dwelling unit for the 
reasons below and through the subsequent procedure: 

1. Requirements for Revocation – A short-term rental permit may be revoked if at least three 
(3) separate violation incidents, occurring of three (3) separate days, within a calendar 
year.   

2. Revocation Procedure – Upon a determination by the Zoning Administrator that the short-
term rental permit of a dwelling is subject to revocation, the following procedure shall be 
in effect: 

i. The Zoning Administrator shall issue a notice to the property owner and local 
agent, in writing through certified mail, that the Township intends to revoke the 
short-term rental permit. 

ii. The property owner or local agent may request a hearing before the Township 
Board to show cause as to why the short-term rental permit should not be 
revoked within fourteen (14) days of service of the notice.   

iii. If a hearing is timely requested, then the Zoning Administrator shall inform the 
property owner and/or local agent, and Township Board of the time and place of 
the hearing.   

iv. The property owner and/or local agent may present evidence at the hearing that 
the violations of this Ordinance were due to extenuating circumstances. If the 
Township Board finds the violations to be due to extenuating circumstances, then 
they may elect to waive the revocation.  Otherwise, the revocation of the short-
term rental permit shall become effective. 

3. Duration – Upon revocation of a short-term rental permit, a property owner may not 
reapply for a new short-term rental permit for the dwelling at that address, or any 
additional dwellings in Acme Township, for a period of thirty six (36) months.  
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4. Subsequent Revocations – Any property owner who has had a short-term rental permit 
revoked twice for the same short-term rental shall be permanently prohibited from 
operating a short-term rental at that location.  Furthermore, the property owner shall be 
prohibited from applying for any additional, new short-term rentals in the Township.  If 
the property owner has other short-term rentals permitted in good standing in the 
Township at the time of the prohibition, then the property owner shall be allowed to 
reapply for a permit for those existing short-term rentals. 
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To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 

From: Lindsey Wolf, Planning & Zoning 

Administrator CC: Jeff Jocks, Legal Counsel  

Date: August 7, 2019 

Re:  August 13, 2019 Acme Township Consumer Fireworks Ordinance #2012-04 

Amendment Number: Amendment 2019-03 

Attachments: 3 pages 

A new law went into effect on December 28, 2018, stating the following: 

MICHIGAN FIREWORKS SAFETY ACT (EXCERPT) 
Act 256 of 2011 

28.457 Local ordinances. 

Sec. 7. 

(1) Except as provided in this act, a local unit of government shall not enact or enforce an ordinance, code, or
regulation pertaining to or in any manner regulating the sale, display, storage, transportation, or distribution of
fireworks regulated under this act.
(2) A local unit of government may enact an ordinance regulating the ignition, discharge, and use of consumer

fireworks, including, but not limited to, an ordinance prescribing the hours of the day or night during which a
person may ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks. If a local unit of government enacts an ordinance
under this subsection, the ordinance shall not regulate the ignition, discharge, or use of consumer fireworks on
the following days after 11 a.m.:
(a) December 31 until 1 a.m. on January 1.
(b) The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.
(c) June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.
(d) July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.
(e) The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days.
(3) An ordinance under subsection (2) shall impose a civil fine of $1,000.00 for each violation of the ordinance

and no other fine or sanction. The ordinance must provide for the remittance of $500.00 of the fine collected
under the ordinance to the local law enforcement agency responsible for enforcing the ordinance.
(4) Beginning August 1, 2019, a local unit of government with a population of 100,000 or more or a local unit

of government located in a county with a population of 750,000 or more may enact or enforce an ordinance
that regulates the use of a temporary structure. An ordinance established under this subsection may include, but
is not limited to, a restriction on the number of permits issued for a temporary structure, regulation of the
distance required between 2 or more temporary structures, or a zoning ordinance that regulates the use of a
temporary structure. An ordinance established under this subsection may not prohibit the temporary storage,
transportation, or distribution of fireworks by a consumer fireworks certificate holder at a retail location that is
a permanent building or structure. As used in this subsection, "temporary structure" means a movable structure
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that is used in the sale, display, storage, transportation, or distribution of fireworks, including, but not limited 
to, a tent or a stand. 

History: 2011, Act 256, Eff. Jan. 1, 2012 ;-- Am. 2013, Act 65, Imd. Eff. June 19, 2013 ;-- Am. 2018, Act 635, Imd. 
Eff. Dec. 28, 2018 

The current Acme Township Consumer Fireworks Ordinance 2012-04 has been updated to reflect the changes; 
the Short-Term Rental Ordinance No: 2017-01 Section 2.9 has been amended, as they are correlated. A redline 
version of the text language has been included for review.  

Suggested Motion for consideration:  
Motion to adopt police power ordinance amendment #2019-03 to the: Acme Township Consumer 
Fireworks Ordinance #2012-04 as presented.  



ACME TOWNSHIP 
CONSUMER FIREWORKS ORDINANCE 

ORDINANE NO: 2012-04 
AMENDMENT NO: 2013-01 
AMENDMENT NO: 2016-01 
AMENDMENT NO: 2019-03 

An Ordinance to secure the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Acme 
Township, Grand Traverse County, by regulating the use of Consumer Fireworks in Acme Township, as 
provided by Public Act 256 of 2011, as amended (MCL 28.451, et seq.) and pursuant to Public Act 246 of 
1945 (MCL 41.181 et seq). 

ACME TOWNSHIP ORDAINS: 

Section 1: Findings 

The Township Board makes the following findings: 

Public Act 246 of 1945 (MCL 41.181, et seq.) authorizes Acme Township to enact ordinances that 
regulate the public health, safety and general welfare of persons and property. Public Act 256 of 2011, 
as amended (MCL 28.451, et seq.) authorizes Acme Township to enact an ordinance regulating the 
ignition, discharge, and use of Consumer Fireworks. The Township Board believes an ordinance 
prohibiting the ignition, discharge, and use of Consumer Fireworks, to the extent allowed by Public Act 
256 of 2011, as amended, in the interest of public health, safety and general welfare. 

Section 2: Title 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Acme Township Consumer Fireworks Ordinance. 

Section 3: Definitions 

The following definitions apply for the purposes of this Ordinance: 

1. Consumer Fireworks: Fireworks devices that are designed to produce visible effects by combustion,
that are required to comply with the construction, chemical composition, and labeling regulations
promulgated by the United States consumer product safety commission under 16 CFR parts 1500 and
1507, and that are listed in APA standard 87-1, 3.1.2, 3.1.3, or 3.5. Consumer fireworks do not include
low-impact fireworks.

Low Impact Fireworks: Firework devices that are ground and handheld sparkling devices as that phrase 
is defined under APA standard 87-1, 3.1, 3.1.1.1 to 3.1.1.8 , and 3.5. 

2. National Holiday: A national holiday is defined in 5 USC 6103 and includes: New Year’s Day (January
1); Martin Luther King Jr. Day (third Monday in January); Washington’s Birthday (third Monday in
February); Memorial Day (last Monday in May); Independence Day (July 4); Labor Day (first Monday in



September); Columbus Day (second Monday in October); Veterans Day (November 11); Thanksgiving 
Day (fourth Thursday in November); Christmas Day (December 25).  

3. Sky Lantern: An unmanned devise with a combustible fuel source that incorporates an open flame in
order to make the device airborne.

Section 4: Ignition, Discharge, and Use of Consumer Fireworks 

The ignition, discharge, and use of Consumer Fireworks in Acme Township is prohibited at all times 
except for the day preceding, the day of, or the day after a National Holiday. 

The discharge of Consumer Fireworks in Acme Township shall only be allowed between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 1:00 a.m. 

No person shall ignite, discharge or use Consumer Fireworks within Acme Township, except this 
prohibition shall not preclude any person from igniting, discharging and using Consumer Fireworks on 
the following days after 11:00 a.m.:  

1. December 31 until 1:00 a.m. on January 1;
2. The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Memorial Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of

those days;
3. June 29 to July 4 until 11:45 p.m. on each of those days;
4. July 5, if that date is a Friday or Saturday, until 11:45 p.m.;
5. The Saturday and Sunday immediately preceding Labor Day until 11:45 p.m. on each of those

days.

Section 5: Use of Sky Lanterns 

No person shall release or cause to be released an untethered sky lantern. 

Section 6: Severability 

This Ordinance shall be deemed severable and if any word, sentence, clause, section or provision is 
declared invalid or unenforceable for any reason by any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not 
affect any other portion of this Ordinance and the remaining portions of this Ordinance shall remain 
valid and enforceable.  

Section 7: Penalty 

A violation of this Ordinance is a municipal civil infraction, subject to a maximum fine of $500 and court 
costs $1000 for each violation of the Ordinance. The Ordinance provides for the remittance of $500 of 
the fine being collected under the Ordinance to the local law enforcement agency responsible for the 
enforcing of the Ordinance.  



Section 8: Effective Date 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect 30 days following publication.  
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