APPROVED
ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
Tuesday, December 4, 7:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:01 p.m.
ROLL CALL: Members present: C. Dye, D. Nelson, J. Zollinger, J. Aukerman, A. Jenema
Members excused: D. White, P. Scott
Staff present: V. Donn, Recording Secretary
A.

LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None

B.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Aukerman to approve the agenda as presented, supported by Nelson. Motion carried
unanimously.

C.

APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES:
The meeting minutes of 11/13/18 were approved as presented.

D.

INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None

E.

REPORTS
a. Clerk: Dye reported across the state there were no recounts or petitions made for the
November 6TH election.
Health Insurance is up for renewal in December there was an increase of less
than 5% and this increase is covered in the budget.
b. Parks: Jenema requested the Parks & Trail minutes be added to the board packet and not
just shown online. She informed currently the minutes for the Parks & Trails meeting have been
handled by Marcie Timmins who is on the committee. The meetings have become more detailed
making it difficult for her to do them while taking part in the discussion and completing them
around her job. The committee is asking for the Board’s approval to have Valerie Donn, the
Recording Secretary, do the minutes for their monthly meetings.
There will be a meeting this Thursday to plan an opening ceremony at Bayside Park in May for
Acme residents to attend. It was suggested to have a maker’s type fair including business from
the township and a craft show.
Jenema informed the design engineering bid went out for the connector trail starting at Bunker
Hill Road by the railroad, behind Holiday Inn, down Hope Road then behind Samaritas into
Dan Kelley’s property and into Meijer area. She will bring the responses to the January board
meeting. A draft of the Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2019-2023 can be viewed on the Acme
Township website and is now open for public comment. At the Parks & Trails meeting the
committee discussed plants to be put in at the basin area in Bayside Park. A few quotes
were received for completing the landscaping by spring.
Motion by Nelson to approve having Valerie Donn be retained to do the monthly Parks &
Trails meeting minutes supported by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously.
Zollinger stated he was expecting one last bill for Bayside Park signs. The township paid for part
of the bill up front and the rest will be when the project is completed. Once it is received by
taking the bills that were paid but not reimbursed, the total comes to $38,151.15. That amount
along with the two other reimbursements that have already been received brings the balance to
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c.
d.

e.

f.

$272,122.07. The State keeps a retainer of $30,000 which doesn’t get sent until the last payment
is made. Zollinger suggested paying the last bill when it does come and close out on the grant.
He will let the board know when it arrives.
Legal Counsel - J. Jocks: No report
Sheriff: Deputy Nate Lentz reported there was an increase of service calls from the previous
month of 171 to 197, mostly from traffic related incidents due to poor weather conditions
and deer movement.
County: Carol Crawford stated they now have a full staff with all positions filled. A 3%
raise has been approved for non-contracted employees and will take effect in 2019.
Every employee was switched to Health Savings Accounts and given a one-time front loading of
$1,000 for a single person and $2,000 for families. This will help the county save money on
health insurance costs and lower premiums for the employees. All but two of the open union
contracts have been settled. A contract was signed with Northern Lakes Community Mental
Health Authority, to have a full-time Mental Health Therapist and Peer Therapist for the jail to
help rehabilitate inmates and prevent them from returning. Five new commissioners will take
office in January, they are currently training for their new roles. At that point Crawford informed
her term with the commission will end and she will no longer be the representative attending the
Acme Board meetings.
Roads: No report

E.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None

G.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
1. RECEIVE AND FILE:
a. Treasurer’s Report
b Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet
c. Draft Unapproved meeting minutes
1. Planning Commission 11/12/18
2. APPROVAL:
1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $74,405.55 and Current to be approved of $6,500.05
(Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye)
Motion by Nelson to approve Consent Calendar as presented, supported by Jenema.
Roll Call motion carried unanimously.

H.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None

I.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Letter dated 11/15/18 from Department of Natural Resources re: Off-Road vehicles
Zollinger explained the letter doesn’t pertain to Acme because off-road vehicles on
public roads are not allowed in the township’s ordinance.

J.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

K.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Approval of 2019 Board of Trustees meetings schedule
Motion by Dye to approve the 2019 Board of Trustees meeting dates schedule as presented,
supported by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously.
2. Discussion on a potential RFP Auditing – Dye
Dye informed at the MTA training it was suggested that a township use a different accounting
firm after three years of service to provide a new set of eyes when conducting year end audit.
Currently Gabridge & Co conducts Acme’s auditing and have done so for the last four years.
Gabridge said they could send a different crew of accountants from their company to conduct
next year’s audit if we choose to continue their services. Dye noted Gabridge’s fee was on the
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low end when they last bid out for an accounting firm. She will do some research and ask other
clerks for recommendations to discuss at the next Board meeting.
L.

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Discussion Ordinance language for Short-Term rental/Tourist Home
Jeff Jocks the township’s legal counsel, put together a draft memo with a possible change to
the current short-term rental ordinance involving the Varga property. The board
discussed how the ordinance has been working and changing it could create potential problems.
The board voiced their concerns and decided the main objective is to keep the quality of the
community neighborhoods intact and this change could hamper that goal.
George Varga,7801 Woodward Rd., voiced he will use his property to rent on a longer-term
basis at this time.
Motion by Nelson to accept the wording for the ordinance as presented by legal counsel.
Motion was denied by lack of supported.
Motion by Aukerman to not change the ordinance as currently written, supported by Jenema.
Motion carried by four ayes (Aukerman, Jenema, Dye and Zollinger) and one nay (Nelson).
2.

Recreational Marihuana Proposal 1, Ordinance R2018- #50 discussion
Zollinger noted Jocks created an ordinance for prohibiting recreational marihuana
establishments in Acme for the board to review. Jocks suggested it would be best to opt-out at
this time. Zollinger explained by opting-out it would give time to understand and become more
knowledgeable on the state’s rules and regulations that will apply.

Motion by Jenema to Prohibit Marihuana Establishments Ordinance R2018-#50 until better
guidelines on how Recreational Marihuana is to work in the jurisdiction and to be revisited at
that time, supported by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously.
3.

Status on Metro Fire study session – Supervisor
Zollinger informed he and Trustee Nelson attended a meeting that morning with Metro and the
townships (Garfield, East Bay and Acme) pertaining to Garfield’s Resolution to leave Metro.
Discussion was held on disagreements such as voting by each township, tax tribunals and
building improvements. Each township will be presenting these issues to their boards to provide
feedback and to continue discussion to resolve these issues at a meeting yet to be scheduled this
month. Zollinger said the philosophy is to work together to serve the public and not just within
the boundaries of the townships. The Board did discuss one suggestion that the annual voting for
Metro Board Chair and Secretary could be a candidate with an affirmative vote from all
townships. Zollinger will give an update at the next board meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:
Zollinger commented the Acme Newsletter went out with the tax bill to the township’s residents. Thank you
Trustee Aukerman for leading the Acme Newsletter.
ADJOURN: Meeting adjourn at 9:17 pm
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ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690
Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
GENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES
A.
All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off.
B.
Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment,
records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view.
U

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL
A.

LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT:
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public
may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during
other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.

B.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

C.

APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES:
The meeting minutes of 11/13/18 are approved unless there are any changes.

D.

INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

E.

REPORTS
a. Clerk - Dye
b. Parks –
c. Legal Counsel – J. Jocks
d. Sheriff –
e. County -Carol Crawford
f. Roads -

F.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

G.

CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items
together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for
discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted.
1. RECEIVE AND FILE:
a. Treasurer’s Report
b. Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet
c. Draft Unapproved meeting minutes
1. Planning Commission 11/12/18
2. APPROVAL:
1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $74,405.55 and Current to be approved of
$6,500.05 ( Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye)

H.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR:
1.
2.
3.

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24
hours of the meeting at 938-1350.

I.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Letter dated 11/15/18 from Department of Natural Resources re: Off-Road vehicles

J.

PUBLIC HEARING:

K.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Approval of 2019 Board meetings schedule
2. Discussion on a potential RFP for Auditing – Dye

L.

Old Business:
1. Discussion Ordinance language for Short-Term rental/Tourist Home
2. Recreation Prop 1 ordinance discussion
3. Status on Metro Fire study sessions. - Supervisor

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:

ADJOURN

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24
hours of the meeting at 938-1350.

DRAFT UNAPPROVED
ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690
November 12, 2018 7:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 pm
ROLL CALL: Members present: K. Wentzloff (Chair), S. Feringa (Vice Chair), B. Balentine, D. Rosa,
M. Timmins (Secretary), D. VanHouten, D. White
Members excused: None
Staff present: S. Winter, Planning & Zoning Administrator, C. Karner, Associate Planner, V. Donn, Recording
Secretary
A.

LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None

B.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
Motion by Timmins to approve agenda as presented with addition of Brian Kelley’s letter to G. 2.
CORRESPONDENCE, supported by Balentine. Motion carried unanimously.

C.

INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None

D.

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None

E.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
1.
RECEIVE AND FILE
a. Township Board Draft Regular Meeting Minutes 10.02.18
b. Parks & Trails Committee Regular Meeting Minutes 09.21.18
c. Parks & Trails Committee Draft Regular Meeting Minutes 10.19.18
d. Site Plan Review Committee Draft Regular Meeting Minutes 10.22.18.
2.
ACTION:
a. Adopt Planning Commission Meeting Draft Minutes 10.08.18
Motion by Timmins to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, supported by Balentine. Motion
carried unanimously.

F.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None

G.

CORRESPONDENCE:
1.
‘Tis The Season: Planning for Northwest Michigan’s Seasonal Economy Conference
Winter informed the conference will have topics relevant to our local economy. He will be going
and if anyone from PC would like to attend, let him know by November 14.
2.
Brian Kelley letter submitted 11/12/18
Wentzloff read the letter for public record and to be included in the packet.

H.

PUBLIC HEARINGS: None

I.

NEW BUSINESS: None

J.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Master Plan Update (Claire Karner, Beckett & Raeder)
Claire Karner, Associate Planner at Beckett & Raeder Traverse City, was present to continue with
the analysis of the demographic data and community survey. She gave an overview of a
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demographic narrative, demographic dashboard, 2014 report for comparison and survey results.
Karner pointed out the list of entities that will be sent a notification of the intent to plan. It is
required to send to those sharing boundaries with the county, public schools and other community
organizations. It goes out at the start of the master plan and within the 63-day period for public
comment and again announcing when there is a public hearing, and lastly when adopted.
Karner discussed the comparison of the current demographic dashboard with the 2014 data. It
shows the township’s ranking with estimates of the annual American Community Survey of the
whole population, along with data from the census.
The dashboard shows the township’s position on the size of households, their values, education,
income, commuting, employment and industrial sectors as compared to Grand Traverse County,
Michigan and United States.
The current Community Master Plan survey results summary is based on 125 that were
completed. Graphs were included showing how long residents have been in the township, yeararound residency versus seasonal, business owners, and age groups. The survey shows in
percentages the ranking of importance on issues that residents marked on the survey regarding to
quality of life, services provided, funding initiatives, initiatives for the next ten years, economic
growth opportunities, priorities for protection, housing, tart trail, and parks/recreation facilities.
Karner said for the next round the graphs will be revised to show the top issues residents felt were
important.
The next step will be to update the information and develop an action plan to be discussed at the
December PC meeting.
Balentine voiced her concerns that there hadn’t been more residents that completed the survey. A
discussion was held on ways to promote an initiative to receive a higher response.
Timmins reminded everyone the Parks and Trails Plan needs to be completed and include in the
Master Plan by February 1, 2019, to be eligible to apply for grants.
K.

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS
Public Comment: None
1.

Zoning Administrator Report – Shawn Winter:
Winter informed at this time none of the Medical Marihuana applicants have received a state
license. Jeff Jocks, Legal Counsel, will be attending the Board Meeting on November 13, to
discuss the results of the passing of state proposal 18-1 that now allows legal use of recreational
marihuana. After giving the board an overview of options, he will come back to the PC
December meeting for further discussion.
An email was received from Paul Bandrowski of North Bay Capital letting him know they have
put a hold for now on moving forward with the purchase and plan development of the Kmart
property. His board felt there was a lot at risk financially to build out as the PD proposed and to
meet their needs. They are still trying to decide if they want to purchase the property for office
space.
Winter said there has been a request to have a copy of the community survey that was completed
with the online tool Survey Monkey. The data results are on long spreadsheets and in the hands of
Beckett & Raeder. It was determined this information, although the property of the township, was
not necessary for internal review.

2.

Planning Consultant Report – John Iacoangeli: No Report
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3.

4.

Township Board Report – White asked Winter to explain the short-term rental request they
received. Winter explained there is a property owner with two homes side by side wanting to rent
out one of them as a short-term rental. This would require amending the ordinance. It will be
presented to the Township Board for their decision. Winter mentioned he will be meeting with
Jocks to go over other incidents that pertain to the short-term rental ordinance.
Parks & Trails Committee Report – Timmins reported the park’s playground equipment
concerning colors and cost will be discuss at this weeks Board Meeting.

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn by Timmins, supported by Balentine. Meeting adjourned at 8:29
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6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690 Tel. 231-938-1350 Fax 231-938-1510 www.acmetownship.org

ACME TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2019 Meeting Dates
Adopted 12/04/18

January 8
February 5
March 5
April 2
May 14***
June 4
July 2
August 13***
September 3
October 1
November 12***
December 3

The Acme Township Board normally holds its regular meetings on the first
Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Acme Township Hall.
Other Special Meetings will be posted separately as required
*** Denotes meeting dates changed due to a holiday, election or other
schedule conflict.

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance,
please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of the meeting at 938-1350.

