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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          6042 Acme Rd., Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, January 7, 2020 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:02 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Members present: D. White, C. Dye, A. Jenema, J. Aukerman, P. Scott, D. Hoxsie 

Members excused: D. Nelson 

Staff present: V. Donn, Recording Secretary  

   

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Open at 7:03 pm 

Sharon Shore, 3456 Woodland Trail, questioned when the vacation and tourist home ordnance came 

in effect. 

 

Jenema explained it has been approximately three years since it was put in the ordinance and if she 

would like to see all the documentation and discussion during the process it is available online. 

 

Ken Engle, 6754 Yuba Rd., wondered why he has not received the letter from the State Attorney 

General’s office that was discussed at the special board meeting on December 9. 

 

White said he had contacted legal counsel on the matter, and something should be coming this week. 

 

Public comment closed at 7:14 pm 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion by Scott to approve the agenda as presented with the addition to K. New Business, 6.  

Nomad Cidery/Kroupa Farms, to allow them to apply for a on-premises tasting room permit 

from Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Liquor Control Commission 

(MLCC). supported by Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: Regular meeting 12/03/19 and Special Board meeting 

12/09/2019. Motion by Dye to approve the Board meeting minutes of 12/03/19 and Special 

Board Meeting 12/09/19 as presented, supported by Scott. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: White recused himself from under K. New 

Business, 4. Farmland/Agreement of option to purchase.   

 

E. REPORTS 

 a.    Clerk: Dye reported: 

• Getting ready for the March 10 election, Larry Inman will be creating a third ballot. It is a 

presidential primary where the Democrat or Republican ballot will be requested. 

• She is requesting the personnel committee consisting of herself, White and Aukerman to 

work on updating the employee handbook. The last update was July 2016. Revisions 

need to be done to the wording in the holiday section and with part time, full and seasonal 

employment. The approval to do the updates was given by the board. 

 

   b.    Parks: Jenema reported the scheduling for the joint meeting with the board, planning  

          commission and engineering of the Tart Trail, has been put on hold until issues with  

          the trail is resolved.  

 

   c.    Legal Counsel – No report 

 d.    Sheriff: Brian Abbring reported traffic accidents have increased with the bad weather. There  
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        were fake fifty-dollar bills received by some of the retailers in the area, the counterfeiter has 

        been identified.  

e.     County: No Report  

 

F.        SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

   

G.       CONSENT CALENDAR: 

              1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

 a.  Treasurer’s Report  

 b.  Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

 c.   RecycleSmart December 2019 

d.  Draft Unapproved meeting minutes  

        1.  Planning Commission/ No December Meeting 

         2. APPROVAL:  

      1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $190,238.92 and Current to be approved of  

          $28,133.55 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

Dye asked the board if they would be opposed to having the balance sheet presented quarterly instead 

of monthly. It involves a lot of work and most of the reports that are completed for the office are done 

quarterly. Board agreed it could be done quarterly and if there are any issues it will be brought back 

for discussion.  

 

Motion by Dye to approve the Consent Calendar as presented, supported by Scott. Roll Call 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: None 

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

 

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

K.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Resolution #R-2020-1 Fund Balance Transfer to 207 Fund 

White explained this is moving $22,914.67 from the 212 Liquor Fund into 207 Police Protection 

Fund and adjusting budget amounts Jenema added this is to adjust the 207 Police Fund budget to 

bring to the current amounts needed. It is correcting budget numbers and moving money from one 

fund to another. 

 

Motion by Dye to approve Resolution #R-2020-1 to transfer money from the 212 Liquor Fund 

into the 207 Police Protection Fund including adjustments to budget as described in the 

document, supported by Scott.  Roll Call Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Resolution #R-2020-2 Budget amendments for 403 Fund Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail  

Dye stated this is to make a budget amendment for the 403 Fund. The 403 Fund was set up but 

didn’t have a budget amounts added. Once the budget amounts are added she can pay the 

expenses that come from that account.  

 

Motion by Jenema to approve #R-2020-2 to make budget amendments to 403 Traverse City to 

Charlevoix Fund as presented on the document, supported by Dye. Call Motion carried 

unanimously.   
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3. Agreement for Remittance of Property Taxes 

Jenema stated this is an agreement with the county treasurer to update the remittance of  

property taxes on the dates as specified in the agreement. The agreement is given to all the 

townships in Grand Traverse County.  

 

Motion by Scott to continue the agreement with the county treasurer for remittance of property 

taxes as allowed under PA 169 of 1988 SEC. 4, supported by Jenema. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

 

 

4. Farmland/Agreement of Option to Purchase  

Jenema explained on December 31, 2018 an option was signed between the Jack and Barbara 

White family, Acme Township and the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to purchase 

the property. Because these transactions take so long, the Conservancy paid the Whites $35,000 

to continue with the agreement. It is believed it will close this month after some last requirements 

are completed. The township needs to pay back the Conservancy the $35,000 they fronted.  

 

Motion by Hoxsie to pay the Conservancy $35,000, supported by Scott. Roll call motion 

carried by 5 (Hoxsie, Scott, Dye, Jenema, Aukerman) recused by White.   

 

5. Discussion on Woodland Park Access Deepwater Point Rd. 

White stated there are four township beach accesses each of 25 to 35-foot easements on 

Woodland Park, Deepwater Point Rd. At the #1 easement, the owner to the north put in a sea 

wall. It goes through his property, across the townships to the neighbors. He wants to install rip 

rap and rocks to protect the sea wall and his property. He has attempted to get a permit from the 

Department of Environment Great Lakes and Energy and wants a letter from the township giving 

permission to give to EGLE to do this.   

 

The board felt they need to see a site plan showing how the public access would be usable. This 

agenda item will be brought back to the next month’s meeting to discuss once the site plan is 

reviewed.    

 

6. Kroupa Farm/Nomad Cidery LLC, Permits to include Tasting Room  

White explained in the first permit the market with a tasting room address 6620 E. M-72, was not 

included on previous permits. All the other buildings on the property were approved except for 

the market for the tasting room. Resolution R-2020-3 and Resolution R-2020-4. 

 

Motion by Scott for adding the market address for the tasting room with Kroupa 

Farm/Nomad Cidery, LLC the same rules that applied on the previous permit, supported 

by Hoxsie. Motion carried unanimously.    

 

L.      OLD BUSINESS:  

1.   Continued discussion new copier for the office 

      Dye informed the current copy machine is 6-7 years old and the maintenance fees are going 

      up because the parts are getting harder to obtain and repair. She presented to the board a  

      comparison chart of copy machines from various companies for both leasing and to purchase. Her 

      recommendation was to go with Applied Imaging for the best options and pricing. The board 

      would like to have in the contract all the options as proposed and the five-year maintenance fee to  

      not increased during that time period.   

 

Motion by Jenema to go with Applied Imaging to purchase the copier with the five-year 

maintenance guaranteeing and having the numbers as proposed put in the contract, supported 

by Hoxsie. Roll call motion carried unanimously.   
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 The board discussed what to do with the old copier once it is replaced. It was agreed to put it on a 

government website that sells used equipment if after 3 months it can be recylced. Aukerman 

suggested to contact the company of the copier to see if they would like to purchase it for parts 

 

Motion by Scott to sell the old copier and if not sold by March 7 to have it disposed of, 

supported by Hoxsie. Roll call motion carried unanimously.  

        

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: Opened at 

8:51 pm  

 

Brian Kelley, Acme Resident, voiced his concerns on the Woodland Trail, Deepwater Point Road beach 

accesses.   

 

ADJOURN:  Motion by Scott to adjourn, supported by Hoxsie. Meeting adjourned at 8:53 pm 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a document from the official records of the 

township.   

 

_______________________________ 

Cathy Dye, CMMC, Acme Township Clerk 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

                6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, January 7, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.       APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES:  Regular meeting 12/03/2019 and Special Board meeting 

             12/09/2019 

 

D.         INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

E.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - Dye 

               b.    Parks –  

               c,    Legal Counsel –  

               d.    Sheriff – 

               e.    County - 

               

F.     SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

    

G.    CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

          1.     RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.   Treasurer’s Report  

b.   Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet  

c.   RecycleSmart December 2019 

d.   Draft Unapproved meeting minutes 

                        1.    Planning Commission/NO DECEMBER MEETING 

                2.     APPROVAL: 

1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $190,238.92 and Current to be approved of  

 $28,133.55(Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        

 



If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

 I.    CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

J.     PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

K.    NEW BUSINESS: 

         1.     Resolution Fund Balance Transfer to 207 Fund 

         3.     Resolution Various Fund moves for Township budget 

         4.     Farmland/Agreement for Remittance of Property Taxes 

         5.     Farmland/Agreement of option to purchase 

         6.    Discussion on Woodland Park Access Deepwater Point Rd 

Acc 

L.    OLD BUSINESS:  

          1.     Continued discussion new copier for the office 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 
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              ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

          6042 Acme Rd., Williamsburg MI 49690 

               Tuesday, December 3, 2019 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Members present: D. White, C. Dye, A. Jenema, J. Aukerman, D. Nelson, P. Scott, 

D. Hoxsie 

Members excused: None 

Staff present: L. Wolf, Zoning Administrator, V. Donn, Recording Secretary  

   

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion by Nelson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition to K. New Business 5. 

Pump Station #2 and 6. Wolf’s Review, supported by Scott. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES: 11/12/19 

Motion by Dye to approve the Board meeting minutes of 11/12/19, as presented, supported by 

Nelson. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

D. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: White recused himself on the Engle’s PDR topic 

under new business. The discussion on the Engle Property will be changed to a special board meeting 

on December 9. 

 

E. REPORTS 

 a.    Clerk: Dye reported: 

• Cemetery burials have increased to 12 since last month’s report. The cemetery will be 

closed for the season after this week when one burial ceremony takes place. 

• The copy machine needs to be replaced. Proposals will be brought to the next meeting for 

the board to review. 

• 2020 Census will be having a workshop on December 11 from 11-2 pm at the township 

hall. They will be available to answer questions and help recruit anyone interested in 

working the census. There are links on the township website to promote awareness and 

for people to get information.  

 

   b.    Parks: Jenema reported: 

• She would like get direction from the board at the January meeting on some matters with 

the Art in the Park program. 

• There has been people inquiring on park memorial donations. Jim Heffner and Karly 

Wentzloff have been researching playground equipment and pricing. The Parks and 

Trails Committee have been working on having options ready for when these requests 

come in.  

• The joint meeting on the 70% engineering on the TART connector trail will be taking 

place in January instead of December. The engineers will be at the meeting to discuss and 

get everyone’s feedback. 

 

   c.    Legal Counsel – No report 

 d.    Sheriff: Brian Abbring reported traffic accidents have increased with the bad weather. He 

         informed the winter parking ordinance has started. There is no parking on county roads  

        between midnight and 8 am and those doing so will be given a fine. The roads and  
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        shoulders need to be cleared for the snowplows to maintain them. 

 

 e.     County: G. Lapointe reported:  

• Negotiations with 17 different county unions are in the process. Discussions with some of 

them have been to extend on their two-year contracts. There will be further talks on the 

strategies going forward. 

• The Hall of Justice Building has a mold problem which will involve digging up around 

the foundation to put in new walls. It will be an expensive project and employees will 

need to be relocated as this is going on. 

• A farmhouse at Maple Bay was burnt down and used for firefighter’s training. 

• The County and City jointly agreed to leave the Senior Citizen Center on the existing 

property instead of relocating somewhere else. Renderings of a 12,000 square foot 

building were presented for viewing.  

• The County IT Director resigned. Applications of potential candidates are being reviewed. 

• The Pugsley Correction Facility project may not take place. Inphastos might keep their 

housing manufacturing there but is also looking at Grand Rapids.  

• The commissioners have delayed a decision on a proposal to prohibit the county from 

entering agreements or funds to organizations connected to political action committees 

(PACS). Traverse Connect doesn’t see a problem with these agreements. The issue will be 

taken up again at the next commissioners meeting for a resolution. 

   f.     Supervisor: White reported things seem to be moving along as he is still learning his position. 

                       

F.        SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

   

G.       CONSENT CALENDAR: 

              1.    RECEIVE AND FILE: 

 a.  Treasurer’s Report  

 b.  Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report and Balance Sheet 

 c.   RecycleSmart November 2019 

d.  Draft Unapproved meeting minutes  

        1.  Planning Commission 10/14/19 

        2.  Parks & Trails 10/21/19 

        3.  Zoning Board of Appeals 10/10/19 

 2. APPROVAL:  

      1. Accounts Payable Prepaid of $56,990.50 and Current to be approved of  

          $19,123.70 (Recommend approval: Clerk, C. Dye) 

 

Dye requested to remove under 2. Approval, 1. Current to be approved of $17,773.70. 

 

Motion by Scott to approve the Consent Calendar with the removal of 2. Approval, 1. Current 

to be approved of $17,773.70 with the request by the clerk, supported by Nelson. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

H.       ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: Dye explained an invoice from  

            Robert Wilkinson of $1,350 for burials to be added.  

 

Motion by Scott to approve the Consent Calendar adding in $1,350 to 2. Approval,   

1. Current to be approved of $19,123.70, supported by Jenema. Roll Call motion carried  

unanimously. 

 

I.      CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

 

J.      PUBLIC HEARING: None 
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K.      NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Approval of the 2020 Board meeting Schedule 

 

Motion by Nelson to approve the 2020 Board Trustees meeting proposed dates as presented, 

supported by Scott.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Health Department of Northwest Michigan Grant Proposal: Bayside Park Signage  

Wolf explained the application is for a grant to be used for new signs at the park. She reviewed 

the application with the board for their approval to apply. She would like to put a contribution of 

$2,000 in the section of estimated revenues and matched funds to show the township will 

contribute to the program. The grant is meant for the applicant to increase physical activity and 

they have a Come Out and Play physical education program that must be included by the 

township in the proposal. They will help the township implement the program. The census of the 

board was to go with the youth-focused program option on the application. Wolf inquired about a 

non-smoking policy in the park and if that should be put in the application. Because it could 

involve changing the park ordinance it was suggested to leave that out. Nelson suggested to add 

water activities like portable boats and kayaks.  

 

Motion by Scott to approve the Health Department of Northwest Michigan Grant Proposal 

for Bayside Park Signage leaving out the smoking issue as discussed, supported by 

Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

3.  Discussion on PDR program 

 Claire Herman, Land Protection Assistant, with Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy,  

 explained after submitting the official survey to NRCA for review, they responded the acreage 

 from the survey is less than the acreage used for the appraisal. The total easement value had to be  

 adjusted from $628,000 to $622,392. The landowner has agreed to accept the adjusted value. 

 She recommended an amendment to the Cooperative Agreement to move $16,000 from the Cap 

 & Triangel Farm to Interwater Farm/Jack and Barbara White to cover the increase since the 

owners of Cap & Triangle have not set a closing date. If it does in the future, the township may 

have to fund the $16,000.  The Board agreed to the transfer and will revisit the funding on the 

Cap & Triangle Farm when and if they have their closing. Herman explained the two farms are on 

the same agreement and Interwater Farm/ Jack and Barbara White can’t have their closing 

without the transfer of funds or the process would have to be restarted.  

 

 Motion by Jenema to transfer $16,000 from Cap & Triangle Farm to Interwater Farm,  

to close the deal with Interwater Farm and continue with Cap & Triangle as the numbers come 

in to move forward with them, supported by Scott. Motion carried by 6 (Dye, Jenema, 

Aukerman, Nelson, Scott, Hoxsie), White recused.  

 

       Chris Sullivan, Director of Land Protection with Grand Traverse Regional Land  

 Conservancy, asked for the board’s permission to get with interested farms in the township that 

 could qualify for the farm preservation grant. There is currently state funding available. It  

  requires a 25% match, from the township, a landowner match of 25% and federal funding 50%.  

  December 23 is the deadline date to send in applications.  

 

Jenema informed this would maximize the township’s money and would be worthwhile to do. 

              

 Motion by Jenema to move forward with the Michigan Department Agriculture Preservation 

 Fund and let the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy on the township’s behalf send 

 applications to bring in additional funds by the December 23 deadline, supported by  
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 Aukerman. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

      Ken Engle felt on the first item on the PDR agenda item where White was recused, he 

     should have left the room during the discussion and motion. The board said it will be  

     clarified with legal counsel at the special meeting on December 9 and if that is the case, the motion  

     will be redone with White not present.  

 

4.  Resolution for 2020 Summer School Taxes  

 TBAISD – Resolution #R2019-35 

 

Motion by Jenema to approve Resolution #R2019-35 TBAISD, for 2020 Summer School 

TCAPS property tax collection for school district, supported by Dye. Roll Call Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

         Elk Rapids – Resolution #R2019-36 

 

Motion by Scott to approve Resolution #R2019-36 Elk Rapids, for 2020 Summer School 

property tax collection for school district, supported by Nelson. Roll Call Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

5. Pump Station #2 

White explained the Grand Traverse County Public Works Department reported pump station No. 

2 is experiencing significant inflow and infiltration through the wet well walls. This is the pump 

by Bertha Vos School on Deepwater Point Rd. According to the Master Sanitary Sewer Planning 

Phase I Report, No. 2 is currently at 35% capacity. If substantial additional flow from the 

Lochenheath development occurs the report identifies a range of 86% to 123% at full buildout. If 

only the grout sealing is done, it is estimated the township will need to seal the wet well walls 

again in approximately 30 years. If epoxy coating is applied, it is esteemed the Township will not 

need to seal the wet again for approximately 50 years. White is suggesting going with Gosling 

Czubak recommendation to have Plummers at $10,950 to do the grouting now and in the spring 

have the epoxy applied for an additional $16,780 with a guarantee.  

 

Motion by Jenema to approve Plummers Environmental Services to perform the job of the 

sealing and prep work on pump station 2, supported by Scott. Roll Call Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

6. Wolf’s Six-Month Review 

Jenema informed Lindsey Wolf’s six-month review is coming up. She would like to recommend 

she get the $1,500 increase as was discussed for good performance when hired at the six-month 

anniversary. She has received great reviews from all of those that she has dealt with and has 

proven to meet all the requirements of the position.  

 

Motion by Jenema to increase Wolf’s salary by $1,500 at the 6-month review, supported by 

Aukerman. Roll call Motion carried unanimously.  

 

L.      OLD BUSINESS:  

1.   Continued discussion of Metro Fire Lease Agreement 

      Nelson informed in paragraph 7. Capital Expenditures, there has been a change in the leases and 

      the language needs to be reworded. The agreement will be brought to the next board meeting for 

      approval.  

        

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: Opened at 

9:09 pm  

 

Brian Kelley, Acme Resident, commented on the performance of the sewage pump and wondered what 
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metrics are used for infiltration. 

 

White explained there is data completed regularly on the filtration and will be done after pump station #2 is 

sealed.  

 

Jenema informed it was the data on station #2 that let them know there was an issue. 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion by Scott to adjourn, supported by Jenema. Meeting adjourned at 9:13 pm 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a document from the official records of the 

township.   

_______________________________ 

Cathy Dye, CMMC, Acme Township Clerk 



DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

              ACME TOWNSHIP SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

          ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

        6042 Acme Rd, Williamsburg, Michigan 49690 

Monday, December 9, 2019, 7:00 pm  

 
                              

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:01 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: D. White, C. Dye, A. Jenema, J. Aukerman, D. Nelson, P. Scott, 

D. Hoxsie 

Members excused: None 

Staff present:  J. Jocks, Legal Counsel 

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Ken Engle, 6754 Yuba Rd., (written letter submitted) 

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

C. Motion by Jenema to approve the agenda as presented, supported by Scott. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

D. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  White recused himself on the Engle’s 

discussion of the PDR program because of his brother Dave White’s involvement. Dye was then 

Chair of meeting. 

              

E. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Discussion on the PDR program.  Dye stated that PDR program discussion for the Engle’s farm was 

changed from the December 3, 2019 Board meeting to this Special Board meeting tonight to have 

Jocks legal counsel present.  Jocks explained that voters of Acme Township approved the millage 

for the Farmland preservation program to reserve and keep property agricultural. Grand Traverse 

Regional Land Conservancy handles the purchases, contracts and paperwork of the properties that 

get approved for this program.  This is an at will program for the farmers who are being placed in 

this program.  Engle entered part of his farm into the PDR program in 2012, funding came from the 

Township, Federal and State governments.  Yearly monitoring is done by the Grand Traverse 

Regional Land Conservancy and easements are to be upheld as defined in the agreement.  In the 

summer of 2019 Engle sold part of this farm property that is currently in the PDR program to Yuba 

Orchard LLC.  The agreement states in Paragraph (6) section (A) Prohibited actions or restrictions 

of development rights, under Division: Grantor is prohibited from dividing, subdividing, 

partitioning or otherwise creating or permitting separate ownership on the protected property. 

Because the sale of the property created two owners of the protected property, the Engle’s property 

appears to be in violation of the conservation easement. Jocks has been in contact with the 

Department of Agriculture and they share the same opinion. If Acme Township fails to enforce the 

agreement the Federal Government can step in and Acme Township could then be at risk for losing 

future Farmland funding through grants from Federal and State agencies. Discussion continued and 

included public input. There is a draft letter presented to the Board for approval to sign that gives 

Engle notification of the violation and the opportunity to rectify the violation.  By serving this letter 

to the landowner, it begins the processes of enforcing the easement and if possible, making any 

amendments. 

 

 

Motion by Nelson to authorize signature of letter for notification of PDR easement violation, 

supported by Scott.  Roll Call motion carries unanimously, (White recused). 

 



DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 
hours of the meeting at 938-1350. 

 

  

F. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

Brian Kelley, Acme resident, commented on the PDR easement violation. 

 

 

ADJOURN:  (8:12 p.m.) 

Motion by Scott to adjourn, supported by Aukerman.  Motion carried 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a document from the official records of the 

township.   

_______________________________ 

Cathy Dye, CMMC, Acme Township Clerk 
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