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INTRODUCTION 
Acme Township recognizes that an ongoing commitment to its parks and recrea�onal areas is a vital 
investment in its future. Public parks and recrea�onal service areas serve an important societal func�on as 
recrea�onal spaces for diverse communi�es of people, with well documented physical and mental health 
benefits. Acme Township strives to cul�vate and maintain parks and recrea�on services in an effort to enhance 
quality of life for residents and visitors, fostering a greater apprecia�on for the community.  

The Parks and Recrea�on Master Plan provides a guide to recrea�onal development in Acme Township over 
the next 5 years. The plan includes parks, natural areas, trails, and other recrea�onal ameni�es within the 
Township, emphasizing proper�es owned and maintained by the Township. This plan is vital for the pursuit of 
future grant funding to assist with the expansion and 
advancement of recrea�onal opportuni�es within Acme 
Township. 

 

IDENTITY & LOCATION  
Acme Township is located in the northwest quadrant of 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, approximately six miles 
northeast of Traverse City. There are two major highways 
running through the Township: US 31 runs south to north, 
and M-72 runs primarily east to west. Commercial 
development exists along US-31 and at the US-31 and M-72 
intersec�on. A variety of residen�al developments are 
scatered throughout the Township, generally south of M-
72 and along the Grand Traverse Bay. The Township 
maintains a rural character with the interior of Acme 
boas�ng rolling hills and agricultural farmland. Adjacent 
communi�es include Elk Rapids (north), East Bay (south), 
Whitewater (east), and Peninsula (west).  

 

I. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
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        Regional Loca�on Map: Acme Township 
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48%
52%

Total Population 4,469

Male Female

DEMOGRAPHICS & ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS  
In order to develop a parks and recrea�on plan that is in tune with the current and future needs of Acme 
Township, a comprehensive demographic and economic analysis of the community is necessary. The following 
subsec�ons highlight a number of significant popula�on and household trends that have shaped the Township:  

• Popula�on change and projec�ons 
• Popula�on characteris�cs – age, race, persons with disabili�es, educa�on 
• Household characteris�cs – units, income, employment 

The most current demographic data available for the Township was obtained from the following sources: U.S. 
Census Bureau; U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey. Whenever possible, comparable data for 
Grand Traverse County has been included for the purpose of understanding the rela�onship between Acme 
Township to the larger geographical area.  

 

POPULATION  
The 2020 Decennial Census found that Acme Township’s popula�on was 4,456 persons. The average 
household size was 2.98 persons per household. 

Popula�on changes for Acme Township and its neighboring communi�es over the 30-year period between 
1990 and 2020 are shown in the table below. During this period, the Township’s popula�on increased from 
3,447 persons in 1990, to 4,456 persons in 2020, an increase of 1,009 residents.  

Table 1: Population of Acme Township and Comparable Municipalities, 1990-2020 

Community 1990 2000 2010 2020 
Acme Township      
Population  3,447 4,332 4,375 4,456 
% Change   25.7% 1.1% 1.9% 
East Bay Township 

    

Population  8,307 9,919 10,663 11,559 
% Change   19.4% 7.5% 8.4% 
City of Traverse      
Population  15,116 14,383 14,674 15,678 
% Change   -4.9% 2.0% 6.8% 
Whitewater Township     
Population 1,833 2,467 2,597 2,688 
% Change   34.6% 5.3% 3.5% 
Grand Traverse County     
Population  64,273 77,654 86,986 92,640 
% Change   20.8% 12% 6.5% 

Source: U.S. Decennial Census 1990-2020  

 

AVERAGE 
HOUSEHOLD SIZE 

2.98 

Source: 2021 American Community 
Survey 5-Year Estimates, DP05 

Figure 1: Population Male - Female 
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Acme Township’s popula�on has con�nually increased since 1990. It is increasing at a slower rate than the 
neighboring communi�es of East Bay, Traverse City, Whitewater, and Grand Traverse County as a whole.  

 

MEDIAN AGE 

The steady aging of the region’s popula�on is among the more important trends illustrated by the Census. 
Between 2010 and 2020, the median age in Acme Township increased from 43.2 to 44.6.  

Table 2: Median Age, Acme Township and Comparable Communities 

Community 2010 2020 
Acme Township 43.2 44.6 

East Bay Township 40.2 45.5 
City of Traverse 38.7 40.4 

Grand Traverse County 40.5 43.4 
Source: U.S. Decennial Census 1990-2020 

An increase in the median age reflects that the Township has a greater concentra�on of older individuals than 
it had previously – this could be atributed to a mul�tude of factors, including the aging of residents living in 
the area, a result of younger people moving out of the area, or an increased number of older individuals 
moving to the Township.  

 

POPULATION BY AGE 
By reviewing the various age groupings that make up the popula�on of Acme Township, it is possible to 
ascertain how various segments of the Township’s popula�on have changed over �me and what impact these 
changes have on growth. Further examina�on of these age groups can also provide insight as to the present 
and future demand for age specific programming, services and facili�es.  

Table 3: Population Pyramid by Age: Acme Township 

 

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, DP05 
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AGE BY LIFE CYCLE  
Obtaining a more expressive picture of the Township’s popula�on age distribu�on is possible when the 
individual age categories shown on Table 3 are combined into smaller age-related groups, which more closely 
resemble iden�fiable stages of a normal human life cycle. Selected categories and the age intervals that they 
represent include pre-school (0-4); school (5-19); family forma�on (20-44); middle age (45-64); and seniors 
(65+).  

The percentage of the Township’s popula�on that falls into each of these categories is shown in Table 4. Each 
of the life cycle categories shown in Table 4 has an important meaning for planning. The pre-school and school-
age categories, for example, offer useful indicators of future school enrollment trends and the adequacy of 
exis�ng educa�onal facili�es to meet these needs.  

Table 4: Age By Life Cycle 

 

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, DP05 
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Figure 2: Race & Ethnicity 
Acme Township, like the surrounding area,  
has a predominantly white popula�on. It 
is comparable to East Bay (94.3%) and 
Grand Traverse County as a whole (94.5%).  

Acme Township has seen a slight increase 
in the popula�on of Hispanic Origin (from 
1.7% to 4.5%) and in the popula�on of 
those individuals that are two or more 
races (from 1.3% to 4.3%).  

There has been a slight decline in the 
propor�on of the popula�on that is white, 
Asian, Black, and Na�ve American.  Source: 2020 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, DP05 
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Figure 3: Educational Attainment; Source: U.S. Decennial Census 2020 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES  
Individuals with disabili�es are a popula�on group community leaders must consider when planning for the 
future of Acme Township. Ensuring all residents, regardless of physical ability, can ac�vely be engaged in 
community life is a major factor when considering community prosperity. A high propor�on of disabled 
individuals requires an increased focus on accommoda�on needs, although accessibility needs should be 
incorporated whenever possible even with a smaller propor�on of disabled individuals.  

Approximately 14.6% of Acme Township residents have a disability, which is higher than the State of Michigan’s 
percentage of popula�on with disability of 14.2%. Of these, the majority of those with a disability are those 
who cannot live independently (i.e., have difficulty doing necessary tasks alone, such as running every day 
errands and atending appointments).  

Table 5: Percentage of Population with Disabilities 

Disability Type Percentage of Population 
Hearing  4.7% 
Vision  0.4% 
Cognitive 5.1% 
Ambulatory 7.6% 
Self-Care 3.1% 
Independent Living 8.6% 

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates 

 

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
Acme Township has a higher propor�on of individuals with a bachelor’s degree (24.7%) than in Grand Traverse 
County as a whole (23.7%), and a higher propor�on than the State of Michigan (18.3%). Acme Township also 
has a higher propor�on of individuals that have obtained a graduate degree (20.6%) than in Grand Traverse 
County (14.7%) and the State of Michigan (11.3%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOUSING UNITS 
Household growth within the Township generates property tax revenues, creates demand for goods, and 
increases the popula�on. Each of these factors has the ability to posi�vely impact economic growth. 
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Figure 4: Household Income 

Source: 2020 U.S. Census 
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Household growth also impacts municipal services, especially the need for public u�li�es, emergency services, 
general community administra�on, and the need for future transporta�on system improvements.  

Acme Township experienced a 56.8% increase in the number of housing units between 1990 and 2020. The 
largest increase in housing units was between 1990 and 2000, with 628 units constructed at that �me (39.5% 
increase). In contrast, the lowest increase in housing units was between 2010 and 2020, with 91 units 
constructed (3.8% increase). Single-family dwellings make up a majority of the Township’s housing stock. 

Table 6: Number of Housing Units 

 
 

 

Source: 1990, 2000, 2010, 2020 U.S. Census 

Acme Township has grown at a slower rate than the neighboring municipali�es of East Bay (8.9%), Traverse City 
(14.3%), and Grand Traverse County as a whole (10%) between the years 2010 and 2020. 

 

INCOME & POVERTY  
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The household median income of Acme Township has 
increased by 15.1% between 2010 ($74,827) and 2020 
($86,153). This reflects a decrease in the lower income 
brackets. Between 2010 and 2020, the propor�on of the 
popula�on with household incomes of $75,000-$149,000 
grew at the fastest rate.  

Acme Township’s household median income is greater than 
that of East Bay Township ($76,711), Grand Traverse County  
as a whole ($61,056) and the State of Michigan ($59,234).  

Acme Township has a lower percent of households in 
poverty (4.3%) than that of East Bay (6.0%), Grand Traverse 
County (10.2%), and the State of Michigan (13.7%). 

 

TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS 
2,490 
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Figure 5: Work 

Source: 2021 ACS 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles 

 

EMPLOYMENT 
There is a total of 3,619 people that are recorded as                                                                                                   
employed within Acme Township. A majority of the                                                                                               
individuals employed are those that work as private                                                                                                 
wage and salary workers. The average commute �me                                                                                                      
is 20.4 minutes, with 64.7% of those individuals                                                                                                    
commu�ng to work alone.   
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ORGANIZATION  
Without a unified administra�ve structure, the planning, development, and maintenance of a comprehensive 
parks and recrea�on system cannot be accomplished. Acme Township’s parks and recrea�on programs and 
opera�ons are administra�vely aligned under a tradi�onal local government organiza�onal structure.  

 

The Township Supervisor and Board of Trustees provide governance, establish public policy, adopt the annual 
budget and millage rates, accept grants, and are the approval authority for community plans and projects. 
Specifically, the Township Supervisor is responsible for the execu�on and implementa�on of Board policies, 
budgets, and plans, as well as performing oversight for day-to-day opera�ons within the Township.  

Township staff includes the Planning and Zoning Department, Parks Opera�ons Manager, and any contractors, 
all of whom report to the Supervisor. Planning and Zoning Department staff act as a liaison between the Parks 
and Recrea�on Commitee and Township Board of Trustees. The staff is also responsible for ensuring that 
essen�al ordinances and plans are up to date. The Parks and Maintenance Operator is responsible for 

Supervisor & 
Township Board 

of Trustees

Contracted 
Services

Parks Operations   
& Maintenance

Staff

Parks & Trails 
Committee

II. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
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maintenance and construc�on occurring within the Township parks. Services are contracted as needed to 
perform any addi�onal du�es. 

The Parks and Trails Commitee is an advisory commitee that provides ci�zen input for Acme Township parks 
and recrea�on programs. A combina�on of ci�zens, staff, and elected officials par�cipate on this commitee. 
Recommenda�ons are presented at the mee�ngs of the Township Board of Trustees. 

 

PARTNERSHIPS AND VOLUNTEERS 
Acme Township is privileged to have partnered with numerous groups and organiza�ons who share the goal of 
preserving and enhancing the Township’s recrea�onal assets.  

These partnerships include (but are not limited to):  

• Acme Business Associa�on  
• Acme Historical Society  
• Grand Traverse Band of Otawa and 

Chippewa Indians  
• Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 

(GTRLC) 
• Networks Northwest (NNW) 

• Public Schools (Elk Rapids, Traverse City) 
• TART Trails/Iron Bell  
• The Watershed Center for Grand Traverse 

Bay 
• Scouts (Boy, Girl, Eagle) 
• Sweetwater Evening Garden Club 

 

The Acme Business Associa�on has been responsible for the execu�on of 
the Acme Fall Fes�val, hosted on the Grounds of the Great Lakes 
Equestrian Fes�val (Flint Fields).  

The Acme Historical Society has been influen�al in the restora�on of the 
Yuba School House. The Acme Historical Society provides con�nued 
historical support as needed.  

The Grand Traverse Band of Otawa and Chippewa Indians have been 
instrumental in the planning and development of Acme Township parks 
and recrea�onal facili�es through Tribal 2% grant alloca�ons. A 
representa�ve currently sits on the Township’s Planning Commission.  

Acme Township has partnered with the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to raise funds for parkland 
acquisi�on, to remove private structures, and to plan for future improvements. GTRLC has played an essen�al 
role in acquiring land and grants to further support recrea�onal planning and development efforts. 

Networks Northwest has been a valued partner, providing grant assistance for engineering of the Acme 
Connector Trail. NNW has also been a leader in coordina�ng efforts towards Grand Traverse County becoming 
a Metropolitan Planning Organiza�on (MPO). As of the 2020 U.S. Census, Acme Township is included within 
the MPO boundaries.  
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Elk Rapids and Traverse City School students offer their �me to aid in the beterment of Township recrea�onal 
facili�es to fulfill school civic requirements. Several opportuni�es are available annually.  

TART Trails and Acme Township have a successful rela�onship when it comes to trailways. The Acme Connector 
Trail was established in 2022, made possible by generous grants through the MDNR Trust Fund and Iron Belle, 
collabora�on and funds from TART Trails, and generous dona�ons. The trailhead of the Traverse to Charlevoix 
Trail (TC>TCH Trail – also known as the Nakwema Trailway) is located at Bayside Park. The Township and TART 
con�nue to work on the connec�on through Deepwater Point – the latest segment of the Nakwema Trailway.  

 

The Watershed Center of Grand Traverse Bay has partnered with Acme on tes�ng for E.coli at two swimming 
beaches between Memorial Day and Labor Day.  

An Eagle Scout delivered a flag re�rement box down at Bayside Park; this is one example of the commitment of 
the scouts to Acme Township. Other ini�a�ves have included the clearing of pathways, beach cleanup, 
plan�ngs, invasive species removal,  and pain�ng – to name a few.  

The Sweetwater Evening Garden Club plays a vital role in the 
beau�fica�on of Acme Township. Their plan�ngs can be found at 
the Acme Township Hall, Bayside Park and at the corner of 5 mile 
and US 31. Their monthly mee�ngs are open to the public and 
held at the Acme Township Hall. New members are always 
welcome.  

Acme Township has and con�nues to receive dona�ons toward 
park and recrea�on ini�a�ves.  
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BUDGET 
The Acme Township annual parks and recrea�on budget for 2023-2024 is around $139,314. Funds come from 
the General Fund, as well as grants and dona�ons. In fiscal year 2022-2023, the Nakwema Trailway Fund 
received a $325,000 grant from the Iron Belle Trail Fund, a $300,000 grant from the MDNR Trust Fund, and 
$786,218 in funds from TART Trails. In fiscal year 2023-2024, the Nakwema Trailway Fund received a $25,000 
grant from The Grand Traverse Band of Otawa and Chippewa Indians. Capital expenditures for larger projects 
and grant contribu�ons are budgeted annually when the funds are expensed.  

Table 7: Budget 

Maintenance and Recreation Expenditures 
Item 2022-2023 2023-2024 
Maintenance & Parks Expenditures $9,266  $90,314  
Capital Improvements $9,000  $9,000  
Contributions & Endowments  $13,000  $15,000  
Nakwema Trailway Fund $1,411,218  $25,000  

 

 

Image: Sidewalk Art at Bayside Park  
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Acme Township has over 3,979 acres of public recrea�on land, 
much of which is composed of the Yuba Creek Natural Area, 
Petobego State Game Area, Pere Marquete State Forest and 
Maple Bay County Park. These facili�es account for 90% of the 
Acme Township public recrea�on acreage. Acme Township has 37 
acres of recrea�onal land not dedicated to natural areas and 
preserves. Privately owned recrea�onal land is expansive in Acme 
totaling about 1,542 acres of land. The private facili�es offer a 
wider variety of uses, such as golf courses, equestrian facili�es, 
swimming pools, tennis courts, and campgrounds, in addi�on to 
many of the same opportuni�es available at the public facili�es. 
The Grand Traverse Land Conservancy also has 37.5 acres of 
recrea�onal land within Acme Township. They also assist in the 
management of Deepwater Point and Yuba Creek Natural Area. 

Overall, Acme Township has an immense amount of recrea�onal 
opportuni�es, both public and private. With the upda�ng and 
implementa�on of the recrea�on plan, current opportuni�es can 
only be improved, resul�ng in greater ease and use for everyone 
throughout the community.  

 

 

 

OVERVIEW 
When developing a comprehensive parks and recrea�on master plan it is impera�ve to catalog exis�ng park 
and recrea�on facili�es. A thorough inventory allows the Township to highlight its assets, develop linkages, and 
note any gaps in services. The recrea�on inventory describes all parks, natural areas, public spaces, and 
recrea�on facili�es within the Township – highligh�ng land and facili�es the Township owns and operates. In 
total, there are 21 parks and recrea�on facili�es within the Township. Of these 21 facili�es, there are 6 under 
the control of the Township.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entity Acres 
Acme Township 465 
Grand Traverse County  531 
State of Michigan 1,427 
Private Entities      1,542 
Grand Traverse Land 
Conservancy 37.5 
Total      4,002 

Table 8: Total Acreage 

III. INVENTORY 

Image: Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 
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REGIONAL RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Acme Township, located in Grand Traverse County, is nestled in a region that has a wealth of parks and 
recrea�on des�na�ons. There is a diversity of recrea�on facili�es available within the County under the 
ownership of public and private enterprises. These include local parks and recrea�on facili�es, private golf 
courses, public and private marinas and boat liveries, and state parks and forests. 

 

ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT 
It is essen�al that people with disabili�es have an equal opportunity to enjoy these facili�es and any programs 
provided. Each of the four parks owned by Acme Township was evaluated for its current level of accessibility. 
The evalua�on was performed by Township staff, which includes the Planning and Zoning Department and 
Parks Opera�ons Manager by visually evalua�ng the ameni�es available at each park. Each of the four parks 
owned by Acme Township was evaluated for its current level of accessibility on a scale of 1-5. The accessibility 
evalua�on score can be found on the inventory sheet for each park.  

Table 9: Accessibility Grading System 

DNR Accessibility Grading System for Parks and Recreation Facilities 

Accessibility Grade Definition 

1 None of these facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

2 Some facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

3 Most facilities meet accessibility guidelines 

4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines 

5 The entire park was developed using the principles of universal design 
 

 

PARKS AND RECREATION INVENTORY  
During the Spring of 2023, Township staff, which includes 
the Planning and Zoning Department and Parks Opera�ons 
Manager, conducted a detailed inventory of the facili�es 
owned and operated by Acme Township. Recrea�on 
facili�es in Acme Township are made up of three different 
elements: Public Recrea�on Facili�es (Township, County, 
and State), Private Recrea�on Facili�es, and the Grand 
Traverse Regional Land Conservancy. Table 10 summarizes 
the recrea�on facili�es found within Acme Township.  

 
Image: Sayler Park Boat Launch 
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Table 10: Recreation Facilities in Acme Township 

ACME TOWNSHIP RECREATION FACILITIES 
Facility Name Facility Description Acres 
Acme Connector Trail/Nakwema 
Trailway 

1.8 miles of trail from Bunker Hill Road to the intersection of M-72 
and US 31. A section also runs east towards Meijer.  

n/a 

Bayside Park 
Beach Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Picnic Tables and Grills, 
Overlook Deck, Swimming, Wash Rooms/Changing Area, Play 
Equipment, Pavilion, Walking Paths, Gardens, Shuffleboard Court, 
Volleyball Court 

14.7 

Bunker Hill Road Boat Access Boat Access for watercrafts under 16 feet 0.3 
Deepwater Point Natural Area Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Trails and Parking 14.9 

Sayler Park 

Beach Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Picnic Tables and Grills,  
Swimming, Wash Rooms/Changing Area, Play Equipment, Horseshoe 
Pits, Shelter 1 (48 people), Shelter 2 (80 people), Shelter 3 (80 
people), Boat Launch, and Volleyball Courts 

22 

Yuba Creek Natural Area Frontage on Yuba Creek, Benches, Trails and Natural Area, Hunting 413 
GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 
Facility Name Facility Description   
Dock Road Water Access Unimproved Boat Launch and Gravel Parking Area 0.3 

Maple Bay Beach Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Swimming, Hiking, Skiing 
and Snowshoeing, Hunting 

450 

Shores Beach Lane Water Access Unimproved Boat Launch 0.3 
VASA Pathway Trailhead VASA Trail, Restrooms and Trails 80 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
Facility Name Facility Description   

MDOT Gilroy Roadside Park Beach Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Picnic Tables and Grills, 
Toilets 2.2 

Pere Marquette State Forest Forest encompasses a section of the VASA Trail 812 
Petobego State Game Area Natural Area, Hunting 612.3 
PRIVATE FACILITIES 
Facility Name Facility Description   

East Bay Harbor Marina Offers boat slips, Gasoline, Water, Electricity, Restrooms/Showers 
and Laundry 

0.72 

Everflowing Water Campground Rustic Campground 12 
Flintfields Horse Park Stables, Riding and Competition Fields 101.5 

Grand Traverse Resort  
Golf Course (54 Holes), Hotel and Conference Center, 
Indoor/Outdoor Tennis (5), Indoor/Outdoor Pools (4), Beach 
Frontage on Grand Traverse Bay, Salon and Spa, Restaurants 

1400 

New Hope Community Church   20.5 
GRAND TRAVERSE REGIONAL LAND CONSERVANCY FACILITIES 
Facility Name Facility Description   
East Bay Lot Open Undeveloped Lot 0.5 
Maple Bay Farm Farm house, Root cellar, Sugar shack and Pole barn 16 
Wintergreen Woods 
Conservancy Natural pine forest and 0.6 miles of trail 21 
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Image: Acme Connector Boardwalk  
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PARK CLASSIFICATION 
The following table indicates the general park categories, loca�on criteria, and size criteria that the Na�onal 
Recrea�on and Park Associa�on follows as a general guideline. Acme Township exceeds the recommended 
criteria for each park category except the mini parks. The Township goals and objec�ves highlight poten�al 
acquisi�on of inland parkland. 

Table 11: Park Classification 

Classification General Description Location Criteria Size Criteria 

Mini Park 
Used to address limited, 
isolated or unique 
recreational needs. 

Less than 1/4 mile in 
residential setting 2500 sq ft to 1 

acre 

Neighborhood Park 

Serves as the recreational and 
social focus of the 
neighborhood. Focus is on 
informal active and passive 
recreation. 

1/4-to-1/2-mile distance 
and interrupted by 
nonresidential roads 
and other physical 
barriers 

5-10 acres 

Community Park 

Serves broader purpose than 
neighborhood park. Focus is 
on meeting community-based 
recreation needs. 

Usually serves two or 
more neighborhoods 
and ½ to 3-mile distance 

Usually 
between 30-50 

acres 

Large Urban Park 

Serves a broader purpose 
than community parks and are 
used when community and 
neighborhood parks are not 
adequate to serve the needs 
of the community. 

Usually serves the entire 
community Usually a 

minimum of 50 
acres, 75 acres 

or more is 
optimal 

Natural Resource 
Areas 

Lands set aside for 
preservation of significant 
natural resources, remnant 
landscapes, open space, and 
visual aesthetics/buffering. 

Resource availability and 
opportunity 

Variable 

Source: Adapted From: Lancaster, R. A., Ed. Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and 
Park Association, 1983. Mertes, J. D. and J. R. Hall. Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and 
Park Association, 1995. 
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PARK LAND ANALYSIS 
Proper�es that are within Acme Township are summarized in the following table based upon a total popula�on 
of 4,456. Acme Township has a surplus of acreage based upon the popula�on per the Na�onal Park and 
Recrea�on Associa�on standards. 

Table 12: Park Land Analysis 

  NRPA 

Recommended 
Acreage for 

Acme 
Township 

Acme 
Township 

Parks 

County 
Parks 

Surplus/ 
Deficiency 

Mini Park .25 - .5 Acres 1.2 - 2.3  0 - - 
Neighborhood Park 1.0 - 2.0 Acres 4.6 - 9.2 14.9 - 5.7 
Community Park 5.0 - 8.0 Acres 23-36.9 33 - 3.9 
Regional Park 5.0 - 10.0 Acres 23-46 413 531 898 

Totals   51.8 - 94.4 461 531 911.45 

 

TYPOLOGY OF PARKS IN ACME TOWNSHIP 

When determining what types of features and ameni�es belong in a par�cular park, it is useful to first 
determine the classifica�on of the park in ques�on. The Michigan Department of Recrea�on has created “A 
Recommended Classifica�on System For Local And Regional Recrea�on Open Space and Trails,” which outlines 
16 types of open spaces and their descrip�ons.  

For use in Acme Township, a classifica�on system has been devised that consists of just four types of open 
spaces: Natural Parks, Linear Parks, Rural Parks, and Urban Parks. Each type of park has a different use and 
subsequently different types of ameni�es typically found in them. This is useful for determining what kinds of 
features should be planned for and developed in each park, which maintains a diversity of uses between parks. 
In this way, each park can develop a unique character and iden�ty within the community. 

             

 

 

Natural Park – Yuba Creek Natural Area Linear Park – Acme Connector/TART Trail 
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Typology of Parks in Acme Township  
Park Type Characteristics Example 
Natural *Minimally developed                                                                          

*Low-impact design features such as woodchip paths, grass, or                 
gravel parking lots                                                                                 
*The goal is to preserve the natural beauty of the landscape or 
natural features                                                                                
*Typically includes interpretive signage and walking paths  

Yuba Creek Natural Area 
Deepwater Point Natural Area 

Linear *Long, narrow                                                                                        
*Used for non-motorized transportation                                  
*Connects destinations                                                                 
*Typically includes wayfinding signage and mile markers, paved          
paths, occasional benches, and water stations 

Acme Connector/TART Trail                                
VASA Pathway               

Rural *Provides recreational amenities for small to medium gatherings 
in a rural setting                                                                                   
*Universally accessible but lower-impact design features such as 
gravel paths are typical                                                                  
*Located away from the town core                                            
*Typically includes playgrounds, shelters, restroom facilities, 
outdoor grills, benches, picnic areas, and athletic courts 

Sayler Park 

Urban *Provides recreational amenities for a wide range of users                                                                                           
*Located in the town core                                                         
*Universally accessible amenities used throughout                         
*Can be used for larger gatherings and community events                                                                                    
*Can include concrete paths, pavilions, play structures, pools or 
splash pads, plazas, amphitheaters, lighting, restrooms, athletic 
courts, and a wide variety of other recreational facilities 

Bayside Park  

Table 13: Typology of Parks 

 

 

 

Rural Park – Sayler Park  Urban Park – Bayside Park  
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PATHWAYS AND TRAILWAYS 
The VASA Pathway is a significant recrea�onal facility in Acme Township. It is a year-round recrea�onal 
pathway for hiking, running, mountain biking, winter fat biking, groomed cross country skate and classic skiing, 
snowshoeing, bird watching, and hun�ng.  

The VASA Pathway is maintained through a collabora�ve effort between TART Trails, DNR, Grand Traverse 
County, and Northern Michigan Mountain Bike Associa�on. One of the trailheads has a warming hut located 
off Bartlet Road. The 2.5-mile VASA snowshoe trail is very popular and widely used.  

The 1.8-mile Acme Connector portion of the TART Trail in Acme allows for safe access to businesses, existing 
trails, and recreation opportunities. The trail connects the current TART Trail terminus at Bunker Hill Road to 
the intersection of M-72 and US-31 in Acme. A section of the trail runs east toward the Acme Meijer store 
and Grand Traverse Town Center development. This is the southernmost segment of the Nakwema 
Trailway.  
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BAYSIDE PARK 
Size: 14.7 acres 

Loca�on: Intersec�on of US-31 and M-72 

Ownership En�ty: Acme Township 

Accessibility Score: 4 

Table 14: Bayside Park Inventory 

Facilities/Activities/Landscape 
Type Quantity Condition  Notes/Suggested Action 
Benches          Metal : Wood 9:11 Good-Excellent 2 concrete benches (1 near bathhouse & 1 in butterfly garden) 

both courtesy of The Sweetwater Evening Garden Club 
Bike Rack 7 Excellent   
Bottle Filler 1 Excellent Newest feature to the park  
Butterfly Garden 1 Excellent   
Dog Waste Bag Dispenser 2 Good   
Flag Retirement Box 1 Excellent   
Garbage Cans 10 Fair-Excellent 4 metal cans (newest) in excellent condition 
Groomed Swimming Area 3 Good    
Metal Play Structures 4 Good 1 UA swing 
Mobi-mat 2 Excellent 2 mats available  
Native Plant Garden 1 Fair-Good   
Net Climber 1 Good Surface under climber has soft/sinking spots especially around 

the polls creating uneven surface 
Open Lawn 1 Good Irrigation system in place 
Park Grills 7 Good   
Parking Lots - Paved 2 Excellent UA Accessible  
Picnic Tables 26 Good 18 regular/8 accessible; a couple boards need replacement; 

most in need of paint 
Restrooms  Yes Fair UA Accessible: Roof assessment needed 
Shelter - Small 1 Fair Roof in good shape, needs paint and lattice removal 
Shuffleboard 1 Excellent   
Signage - Interpretive 5 Poor-Good 2 DNR signs (good); Large wood sign near bathroom (poor), 

Kiosk near bathroom (poor); Viewing platform (fair) 
Signage - Road 1 Excellent Located at the main entrance 
Swing Benches 2 Excellent   
TART Trailhead       
Walking Paths - Concrete 1 Excellent Connected through the park/(2) 4x4' sections near net climber 

are uneven 
Walking Paths - Dirt Multiple Good Flat 
Viewing Platform - Wood 1 Good Weathered, needs sealing 
Volleyball Court 1 Good   
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Bayside Park is located in the heart of Acme 
Township, near the intersec�on of US-31 and M-72 
and was established in 1987. Bayside Park is used by 
locals and tourists as it is the most visible park to 
passing vehicles. The park grew over �me through a 
collabora�ve acquisi�on campaign to obtain 
adjacent land.  

Two paved parking areas provide convenient entry to 
the park. A universally accessible trail leads from the 
parking lot past an accessible restroom facility and 
into the woods. Nestled in the woods are a few 
sturdy play structures, shuffleboard court, and many 
park grills and benches. A winding paved trail leads 
to a deck looking out over the beach and the beau�ful Grand Traverse Bay; the shoreline is a mix of groomed 
and natural areas that minimize erosion while providing space for swimmers to enter the pris�ne water. On the 
west side of the parking lot, an open lawn doted with trees stretches from the road to the beach. Other park 
features include a net climbing structure, pavilion, na�ve and buterfly gardens maintained by the Sweetwater 
Evening Garden Club and interpre�ve signage.  

The most recent improvements include an asphalt trail along US-31 that connects to adjacent sidewalks and 
businesses. Sidewalks and benches are located throughout the park. Bike racks are located near the parking 
area and restroom facility for access to the park from a variety of transporta�on modes.  

The park is available for year-round use, providing snowshoers and ice fishers access to the bay front. Boaters 
can access the water on Shores Beach Lane. The park’s close proximity to the Deepwater Point Natural Area 
affords greater recrea�on opportuni�es; ac�ve uses such as swimming and picnicking can take place in Bayside 
Park, and passive uses such as nature walks, and birding are only a short walk down the beach. Dogs are 
allowed in Bayside Park on a leash and owners are required to clean up a�er their pets. The trailhead to the 
Traverse to Charlevoix Trail (TC>TCH Trail – also known as the Nakwema Trailway) is located at Bayside Park.  

Accessibility Notes 

• Three barrier-free spaces marked next to restroom 
facility  

• Several accessible picnic tables  
• Paved path to accessible restroom facili�es  
• Asphalt path through woods to wooden deck near 

beach  
• Paved path down to the beach. A Mobi-Mat is 

installed to improve access to the water. 

Comments 

• Parking lot maintained in winter months.  
• Playground equipment primarily for ages 6+ 
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DEEPWATER POINT NATURAL AREA 
Size: 17 acres 

Loca�on: Intersec�on of Deepwater Point Road 
and Shore Road 

Ownership En�ty: Acme Township 

Accessibility Score: 1 

 

 

Table 15: Deepwater Point Natural Area Inventory 

Facilities/Activities/Landscape 

Type Quantity Condition  Notes/Suggested Action 
Parking Lot - Gravel 1 Good 4-5 parking spots available 
Signage - Park Name & Rules 6 Poor-

Good 
2 signs near parking lot (fair-good); 1 near subdivision illegible; 3 
no campfire poor (1 is on the ground) 

Walking Paths - Woodchips Multiple Good In need of woodchips replacement, paths are interconnected  

Waterfront/Beach 

  

Good Lots of misc. wood pieces, sections of docks, etc. have washed up 
onto beach 

 

Deepwater Point Natural Area, located 
just down the beach from Bayside 
Park, is accessed by Shore Road off  
US-31. This property, an old pine 
planta�on, is more removed from    
US-31 than Bayside Park and has a 
peaceful and contempla�ve 
atmosphere. The natural area boasts 
17 acres of woods and .7 miles of 
woodchip trails that wind from the 
parking area to the bay shore and is a 
springboard for ac�vi�es such as 
kayaking, birdwatching, or quiet walks 
through the tall pines. The area is 
primarily used by local residents.  

Deepwater Point Natural Area has a beau�ful waterfront shoreline along East Bay near the mouth of the Acme 
Creek. This park is best used for hiking, walking, and being one with nature.  

 

Image Credit: Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy  
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Accessibility Notes  

• Paths are woodchips—not accessible to persons in wheelchairs  

Comments  

• No current management plan 
• A trail map at entrances may be useful to visitors for orienta�on  
• Parking area may be difficult to find for first-�me visitors  
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YUBA CREEK NATURAL AREA 
Size: 413 acres 

Loca�on: Intersec�on of US-31 and Yuba Road 

Ownership En�ty: Acme Township 

Accessibility Score: 4 

 

 

Table 16: Yuba Creek Natural Area Inventory 

Facilities/Activities/Landscape 
Type Quantity Condition  Notes/Suggested Action 

(Upper Section)       
Benches - Wood 2 Fair 1 bench in need of replacement boards  
Blue Bird Nesting Boxes Many Fair   
Information Kiosk 1 Good In need of paint  
Parking Lot – Grass/Gravel  1 Good   
Walking Trail Loop   Good Mowed, foot path connects the upper and lower mowed 

walking trails 

Walking Paths - 2 Miles Mowed   Good Mowed 
Walking Path Maps   Fair   
Wood Fencing   Good In need of stain  
Garbage Can 1 Good   
Dog Waste Dispenser 1 Good   

(Lower Section)       
Benches 3 Poor 2 benches in need of replacement boards  
Blue Bird Nesting Boxes Many Fair   
Information Kiosk 1 Good   
Parking Lot - Gravel 1 Good   
Walking Path - 2 Miles    Good Mowed 
Walking Path Maps       
Wood Fencing   Good In need of stain  
Dog Waste Dispenser 1     
Garbage Receptacle 1     
Plaque 1 Good   

 

Yuba Creek Natural Area has no shortage of beau�ful vistas to enjoy; at 413 acres, it is Acme Township’s largest 
Township-owned natural area. Two access points allow visitors to experience the natural beauty of the area; 
one grass parking lot at the highest point in the park affords panoramic views of the Yuba Creek valley below, 
and the other gravel parking lot off of Yuba Road leads to a path that runs the length of the valley. Yuba Creek 
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is primarily used by Acme Township residents, but its adjacency to US-31 increases opportuni�es for regional 
users.  

A management plan for the Yuba Creek Natural 
Area was adopted in November of 2002. The 
plan outlines several goals and objec�ves for 
the care of several natural features of the area, 
including protec�ng and improving exis�ng 
wetlands, crea�ng and improving upland 
habitat, protec�ng exis�ng eagle nest sites, 
preserving the water quality of Yuba Creek, and 
providing birdhouses for bluebirds and kestrels. 
The plan also provides for the con�nua�on of 
hun�ng opportuni�es, addi�onal land 
preserva�on, and public outreach and 
educa�on.  

Acme Township has partnered with the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy (GTRLC) to implement trail 
improvements at Yuba Creek Natural Area. Previously, an out-and-back hiking trail existed off Yuba Road 
through the creek valley. Addi�onally, a small hiking loop was accessible from the parking lot off US-31. 
Through the help of the GTRLC’s AmeriCorps workers and community volunteers, the two trails are now 
connected. Future plans include another connec�on between the two exis�ng trails on the south side of the 
property to create a large interior hiking loop. 

Accessibility Notes  

• Access to YCNA is limited for persons in wheelchairs—mowed paths are not ideal, but other 
improvements are not intended per the Management Plan  

Comments  

• Management Plan in place—2002 
• Panoramic views  
• Hun�ng is allowed  
• Add new benches  
• Update kiosks 
• Invasive species management will 

be implemented in an annual 
maintenance plan. Autumn Olive 
will be eradicated with the help of 
the Grand Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy. 
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SAYLER PARK  
Size: 22 acres 

Loca�on: Yuba Park Road 

Ownership En�ty: Acme Township 

Accessibility Score: 3 

 

Table 17: Sayler Park Inventory 

Facilities/Activities/Landscape 
Type Quantity Condition  Notes/Suggested Action 
Benches - Wood 9 Good 1 bench near the beach needs removal  
Beach  Good Groomed 
Boating Access Site 1 Good 

 

Horseshoe Pits 2 Good In need of replacement stakes  
Park Grills - Metal/Stone 16/2 Good   
Parking Lot - Dirt/Paved 2 Good Accessible spaces paved - 2 smaller spots near shelter 

#1, and 1 spot in the large lot with trailer access 
Picnic Shelters 3 Good #1 = 6 wood picnic tables; #2 & #3 = 10 metal picnic 

tables in each; fire pit in #1 & #3; fire extinguisher in #2 
Picnic Tables - Metal/Wood 20 Good   
Play Structures 7 Good Wood swing set is weather worn 
Restrooms - Accessible Yes Good Water fountain and 2 benches in front; Doors in need of 

paint 
Sand Volleyball Courts 2 Fair-Good 

 

Sidewalk 1 Good   
Trails   Good   
Access to Wintergreen Trail 1 Good   
Chain Link Fence   Poor In disrepair largely due to downed trees 
Money Box at Boat Launch 1 Good   
Signage Near Boat Launch 5 Good   
Walking Paths Multiple Good Natural, mowed 
Waste Disposal Multiple Good 3 dumpsters (located near each of the 3 shelters); 3 

garbage cans; 2 dog waste bag dispensers 
Water Pumps 3 Good 2 in working condition, the 3rd does not work 
Wooden Kiosk at Entry 1 Fair (Eagle scout project); currently empty 
Wood Sign at Entry 2 Good In need of paint 

 

Sayler Park is located off Yuba Park road in Yuba. This 22-acre rus�c park is a fantas�c place for family 
recrea�on. The park has three shelters that can be rented for gatherings, play equipment, outdoor grills, 
horseshoe and volleyball areas, and accessible restrooms. The park also has access to the beach and Grand 
Traverse Bay. Sayler Park, out of all of the parks owned by Acme Township, is best equipped for family 
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gatherings and group recrea�on due to the number of ameni�es in place. Sayler Park’s loca�on is not as 
visually prominent as Bayside Park is, but it s�ll receives many visits from residents and visitors.  

The Sayler Park Boa�ng Access Site was completed in 2018. The site has been very popular since being opened 
to the public. The facili�es include a concrete boat launch pad, paved entrance, and roundabout for the 
launching  of boats. The site is posted and adver�sed on the Acme Township website. Sayler Park Boa�ng 
Access Site is included in the Acme Township annual maintenance schedule. 

Asphalt paving leads from US-31 to the launch. There is 
also a gravel parking area with a concrete pad for handicap 
accessible parking. An accessible trail was also developed 
within the park. The boat launch is not staffed, therefore 
there is an honor box located to the side of the boat 
launch area where individuals can drop the requested $5 
fee. Annual passes are made available with a discount 
offered to residents. The suggested fee helps to offset the 
cost for annual maintenance. The project was funded 
through the Great Lakes Fishery Trust. 

The dock is put in place in April and removed in October. 
Dredging will be completed on an as needed basis and 
monitored regularly. Infrastructure and large-scale 
maintenance and replacement schedules will be reviewed 
on an annual basis and budgeted accordingly. 

Accessibility Notes  

• Paths are firm and stable—gravel, asphalt, or brick  
• Bathrooms are accessible  
• There are a few barrier-free parking spaces designated near the park entrance with a paved path down 

to the boat launch.  
• Few barrier-free ameni�es along shore bluff  

Comments  

• Lots of ameni�es—tables and grills, numerous play 
structures. Wood swing set needs replacing. Play 
structures include one ADA swing  

• Barrier-free parking exists at the restroom facility and 
at shelters. No designated individual barrier-free sites  

• Play equipment primarily for ages 6+ 
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PREVIOUS GRANT ASSISTANCE  
Deepwater Point Natural Area: TF96-110 

Year: 1996  

Descrip�on: Acquisi�on of approximately 1335’ of 
rocky beach frontage on Grand Traverse Bay  

Grant Award: $1,968,000  

Status: Rus�c trails and a gravel parking lot have 
been constructed on the acquired property and 
remain in good condi�on. 

 

Yuba Creek Natural Area Acquisi�on: TF00-162 

Year: 2000 

Descrip�on: Acquisi�on of over one mile of frontage on Yuba Creek  

Grant Award: $1,576,201  

Status: Rus�c trails, gravel parking lots, and trailhead signage were installed and 
remain in good condi�on.   

 

Acme Waterfront Park Acquisi�on Phase I: TF08-095 

Year: 2008 

Descrip�on: Acquisi�on of 540’ of shoreline proper�es 

Grant Award: $3,006,200  

Status: Exis�ng buildings on acquired property have been 
demolished and small improvements have been made.    

 

Acme Waterfront Park Phase II: TF09-171 

Year: 2009 

Descrip�on: Acquisi�on of 900’ of shoreline proper�es 

Grant Award: $2,266,500  

Status: Exis�ng structures on acquired property have 
been demolished.    
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Acme Waterfront Park Phase III: TF11-082 

Year: 2011 

Descrip�on: Acquisi�on of 337’ of frontage on East Grand Traverse Bay in two parcels.  

Grant Award: $862,500  

Status: The property is part of the Bayside Park development to provide access to Grand Traverse Bay.  

 

Waterways Grant for Sayler Park Boa�ng Access Site Great 
Lakes Fisheries Trust Grant  

Year: 2014, 2015, 2016 

Descrip�on: Boa�ng access site improvements 

Grant Award: $94,485, $91,485, $77,698 

Status: A new paved boat launch was developed, along with 
accessible paved pathways and parking to accommodate everyone.  

 

Bayside Park Development: TF16-0061 

Year: 2016 

Descrip�on: Development of Bayside Park, and a trailhead for the Lake Michigan Water Trail.  

Grant Award: $300,000  

Status: Universally accessible walkways throughout the park, playground, shade structures, parking, ameni�es, and 
trailhead signs.  
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Traverse City-Charlevoix Trail: Bunker Hill to M-72 
Segment: TF19-0086 

Year: 2019 

Descrip�on: Development of the first segment of the 
Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail.   

Grant Award: $300,000  

Status: Traverse Area Recrea�onal Trail (TART) terminus at 
Bunker Hill Road to new Meijer Store and other businesses 
along the M-72 corridor to Bayside Park, an official trailhead 
with parking, bathrooms, and botle filler(via crosswalk and 
light at US-31/M-72). 

 

GRANTS FROM OTHER AGENCIES 
Table 18: Grants From Outside Agencies 

Cherry Capital Cycling Club 
Project Title Description Grant Award 
Acme Connector Trail  Development of the Acme Connector Trail $10,000  
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
Project Title Description Grant Award 

Sayler Park Playground Equipment Replaced outdated and unsafe playground equipment and 
added ADA-compliant features 

$14,350  

Sayler Park Boat Launch Construction of new boat launch $7,000  
Acme Connector Trail  Engineering ACT $15,000  
UA Net Climber Installation of safety surfacing for climber $15,000.81  

Acme Connector Trail  
Funding towards TART Trails for essential maintenance to 
critical transportation and recreational connections $2,500  

Acme Connector Trail  Construction of the Acme Connector Trail $25,000  
Iron Belle Trail Fund 
Project Title Description Grant Award 
Traverse City-Charlevoix Trail/Acme 
Connector  

Development of the Traverse City-Charlevoix Trail/Acme 
Connector (a key connector to the Iron Belle) $300,000  

Michigan Regional Prosperity Initiative, Community Growth Grant 
Project Title Description Grant Award 
Acme Connector Trail  Design and Construction Engineering $20,000  
Rotary Charities of Grand Traverse 
Project Title Description Grant Award 
Waterfront Visioning Plan Financed the preparation of a waterfront visioning plan $5,000  
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RESOURCE INVENTORY 
Acme Township’s natural environment undoubtedly has an impact on the character of the exis�ng and future 
development trends. Resource inventories provide a method to iden�fy open-space land that may be desirable 
for future protec�on and/or public access through acquisi�on or other means due to the natural features 
present, as well as accoun�ng for land that is already protected.  

Further, it is important to develop a resource inventory to assist in iden�fying the most desirable lands for 
acquisi�on in terms of their ecological significance, loca�on, proximity to other natural areas, and other 
factors. Specific features considered in this inventory include topography, water, climate, woodlands, wetlands, 
and cultural resources. Ignoring physical features during development can have significant, long-term nega�ve 
consequences for the individual land owner, the municipality, and the environment as a whole. 

Topography 

Topography can have a significant influence on land development paterns. Where slopes are extreme, 
concerns exist rela�ng to both the ability of the land to bear the weight of buildings and the danger of erosion. 
Acme Township’s topography is rela�vely flat, ranging in eleva�on from 580 feet at the Bay to 860 feet at the 
southern boundary of the township. Areas that are of high-risk for erosion are located on the northern 
boundary along the shore of the East Arm of the Grand Traverse Bay. Coastal communi�es need crea�ve and 
adap�ve solu�ons when addressing the challenges associated with the unpredictability of the Great Lakes 
water levels, increased storm intensi�es and frequency associated with climate change. 

Water 

Acme Township’s land area is 24.17 square miles and located within the Grand Traverse Bay Watershed. There 
are four sub-watershed areas in the Township, and these include Acme Creek, East Bay Shoreline, Petobego 
Creek, and Yuba Creek. The Acme Creek (13.2 square miles) and Yuba Creek (8.4 square miles) sub-watersheds 
are located within the interior of the Township, and many of the operable orchards and farms are located 
within this geographic zone. The East Bay Shoreline sub-watershed is adjacent to Grand Traverse Bay, and this 
area has witnessed significant residen�al development. The Tip of the Mit Watershed Council provides 
resources for protec�on and management of the Grand Traverse Bay Watershed.  

Climate 

Acme Township’s climate is affected a great deal by its loca�on near Grand Traverse Bay. It simulates a marine-
like climate that moderates temperature and precipita�on, allowing for a longer frost-free growing period for 
plants that would not normally be feasible at this la�tude. The average maximum and minimum temperatures 
in January are 27 degrees and 17 degrees, and in July they are 77 degrees and 64 degrees. The average rainfall 
is 32 inches, and the average snowfall is 70–80 inches. 

Woodlands 

Forests cover about a sixth of the Township and are the primary land cover in the southern por�on of Acme 
Township. Forestry is also abundant in the northern part of the Township, where forests surround the 
Petobego swamp and wildlife areas. Woodlands provide slope stabiliza�on and erosion control, conserve water 
quality, help maintain a micro-climate, filter pollutants, decrease noise, and provide a habitat for wildlife.  

 



 
Acme Township Parks & Recrea�on Master Plan 2024-2029 | 38 

 

 

 



 
Acme Township Parks & Recrea�on Master Plan 2024-2029 | 39 

 
Wetlands 

Some of the major exis�ng areas with highly sensi�ve ecosystems in the Township include Acme Creek in the 
south, Yuba Creek and its extensive greenways and wetlands in the middle region, and the Petobego wetlands 
and pond in the far north. Land uses adjacent to the streams and wetlands of Yuba Creek should use sound 
environmental stewardship and ecological prac�ces in order to conserve natural resources and protect highly 
sensi�ve ecosystems as well as ground and surface water. 

Cultural Resources 

One significant historic property in Acme Township, the John Pulcipher house, was built in 1883. John 
Pulcipher organized Acme Township and served as the Town Supervisor from 1891 to 1919. John’s niece 
occupied the house un�l 1964; it was abandoned un�l restora�on began 35 years later in early 1999. In 2000, 
the John Pulcipher House was added to the Na�onal Register of Historic Places. Currently, it operates as a bed 
and breakfast. 

Public Resource Summary  

Acme Township is a diverse natural landscape influenced by topography, climate, wetlands, forests, and Lake 
Michigan. Urban land cover cons�tutes approximately 11% of the geographic area, while the remainder 
consists of forested and agricultural uses. For example, the predominant land cover for the Acme Creek sub-
watershed is forested land, while the principal land cover in the Yuba Creek sub-watershed is agriculture. 
Influenced by growth in Grand Traverse County, the natural assets of the Township, if not managed and 
developed properly, will come under con�nued pressure, possibly leading to their degrada�on. 

 

Image: Acme Creek 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS 

The planning process for the Acme Township Parks System is not an isolated event; rather, it is part of a 
mul�year planning effort to forge a vision for the Township derived from community input. In the previous 
Parks System Plan, the three goals were: Access to Grand Traverse Bay (ensure that future genera�ons have 
access to the East Grand Traverse Bay shoreline), Atrac�ve Waterfront Parks (ensure that waterfront facili�es 
are well maintained and have a diversity of ac�vi�es) and Connec�vity between uses (require non-motorized 
trail connec�ons between parks, retail and residen�al developments). These goals are s�ll relevant today. 

To facilitate a professional and impac�ul planning experience, the Acme Township Board of Trustees tasked 
staff, which includes the Planning and Zoning Department and Parks Opera�on Manager to tabulate data, 
assess exis�ng resources, and facilitate the public input process. Staff from Becket and Raeder, Inc. provided a 
forum for a public survey, mapping, and review of the plan. Parks and Trails Commitee mee�ngs were open to 
the public and held several �mes during the planning process to review the plan. In addi�on, there were two 
public engagement events to gather further community input.  

A system’s-based method of planning was used to assist with the assessment of the Township’s park, 
recrea�on and open-space needs. The system’s approach to planning was developed by James D. Mertes and 
James R. Hall for the Na�onal Recrea�on and Park Associa�on in 1995. This planning approach is a process of 
assessing the park, recrea�on, and open space needs of a community and transla�ng that informa�on into a 
framework for mee�ng the physical, spa�al, and facility requirements to sa�sfy those needs. As planning 
efforts are implemented, the system can be re-evaluated to measure success and guide future planning goals.  

In order to effec�vely u�lize this system-based approach, Acme Township developed this Parks and Recrea�on 
Master Plan based on an extensive inventory of all the Township owned and operated parks and recrea�on 
facili�es (presented in Sec�on III). This inventory, coupled with the demographic analysis created for the 
Community Descrip�on, has become the baseline for future planning and investment. In the following sec�on 
the plan will highlight a series of goals and objec�ves that will lead Acme Township into the next 5 years of 

IV. PLANNING AND PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 
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parks and recrea�on prosperity. The goals and objec�ves will then be linked to a strategic plan of ac�on that 
recommends specific parks and recrea�on projects to be undertaken over the lifespan of this document. Each 
goal, objec�ve and subsequent ac�on plan was cra�ed with the intent of crea�ng a more comprehensive 
system of parks and recrea�on services within Acme Township. 

 

PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 
Open Mee�ngs 

Acme Township took great strides to engage the public in the 
development of this Parks and Recrea�on Master Plan. Over 
the span of 7 months the Parks and Trails Commitee and 
staff completed the following: 

• Reviewed a proposed �meline for plan comple�on  
• Dra�ed a public survey 
• Engaged with the public  
• Reviewed survey data 
• Reviewed relevant plan sec�ons as completed  
• Presented dra� text to the Planning Commission and 

Township Board 

Parks and Trails Commitee mee�ngs are typically held on the 
third Monday of the month. The mee�ng agenda and packets 
are posted on the Township website. Mee�ngs are open to 
the public with recorded mee�ng minutes.  

Public Engagement Sessions 

During the course of the planning process the Parks and Trails Commitee 
and staff held two public engagement sessions. The first session was held 
June 13, 2023, at Samaritas Senior Living Facility. At this event senior 
community members gave staff their feedback on current and poten�al 
future recrea�onal opportuni�es. Twelve community members were in 
atendance. A presenta�on, survey, and chocolates were provided by the 
Township.  

On July 17, 2023, the Parks and Trails Commitee and staff hosted an 
engagement session at Bayside Park.  Members of the public were 
encouraged to atend and give their feedback via survey and a variety of 
interac�ve message boards. This event was promoted on the Township 
website, and through posters at the Township Hall and Acme owned and 
operated facili�es. There were 32 individuals in atendance at Bayside 
Park and valuable feedback was received.  
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Public Survey Results 

Beginning in May of 2023 and ending on July 31, 2023, an online survey was open for the public. The survey 
was promoted on the Township website, hard copies were available during business hours, posters were 
located at Acme Township owned and operated facili�es, a mailer was distributed to each tax payer in the 
Township, and it was highlighted on the summer tax bills. The survey received 250 responses; this was double 
the feedback received from the previous parks plan survey (125 responses). Responses provided valuable 
feedback regarding current and future facili�es and programming. The survey results in this sec�on reflect 
those facili�es that are owned and operated by Acme Township. A copy of the survey and results in their 
en�rety can be found in the appendix of this plan.  

 

Usage 

Under the Acme Township owned and 
operated recrea�onal areas/facili�es, the 
Acme Connector Trail is most frequently 
used, followed by Bayside Park. Just over 18% 
use the trail at least once per week; and 17% 
use it a few �mes a month. Just over 10% use 
Bayside Park at least once a week; and 17% 
use it a few �mes a month. Most 
respondents have never used but have heard 
of the Bunker Hill Road Boat Access (63.07%).  

 

 

 

Ac�vi�es 

Walking/jogging is the ac�vity that 
most respondents enjoy doing in the 
township (91.6%). Other popular 
ac�vi�es include swimming (70.17%), 
Hiking (67.23%), Bicycling (64.71%), 
and Picnic/BBQ (56.30%). Horseback 
riding and snowmobiling received the 
lowest response rates.  
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Availability by Age Group  

Most respondents thought there was the 
right amount of recrea�onal facili�es and 
ac�vi�es for adults (30-64 years) and seniors 
(65+). In contrast, few respondents felt there 
were too many. 

 

 

 

 

 
Transporta�on  

Over 80% of respondents use a car as their 
method of transporta�on to Acme Township 
parks.  

 

 

 

 

 
Frequency of Visits  

Most respondents use Bayside 
Park (27.55%) most frequently 
within Acme Township, followed 
by Sayler Park (22.44%). Outside of 
the Township, parks located within 
East Bay Charter Township 
received the highest response rate 
(8.67%).  
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Preference for those who visit parks 
outside of Acme Township include a 
variety of ameni�es (25.55%), and 
loca�on and convenience (23.33%). 
Playground equipment and trails and 
connec�vity were also noted (16.66%).  

 

 

 

 

 
Planning and Development 

Most respondents indicated that walking/nature trails were a top priority (53.47%). Non-motorized trails were 
a close second (50%), followed by swimming beaches (47.67%). A majority of respondents did not view a 
skateboard park as a top priority (49.42%). 

 

50.00% 47.67%
53.47%49.42%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

Please indicate which of the following recreation facilities and activities Acme 
Township should plan for and develop. Please rate each category individually 

1-5.

1

2

3

4

5

16.66%

2.22%

23.33%

11.11%

25.55%

3.33%

16.66%

7.77%

3.33%

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

If the park you visit most frequently is outside of Acme 
Township, why do you prefer this park? 



 
Acme Township Parks & Recrea�on Master Plan 2024-2029 | 45 

 
Dedicated Parks Millage 
Respondents replied that 77.35% would support 
a millage dedicated for maintenance and 
improvements to the Township’s recrea�onal 
assets. 

 

 

 

 
 

Land Acquisi�ons  
Most respondents agree that the Township should con�nue land acquisi�ons to provide access to the Grand 
Traverse Bay (77.31%), and to provide access to more lands for parks (76.05%). 

 

Demographics  

Most respondents were in the 60-69 
age group (29.29%). The smallest 
percentage of respondents included 
the 19-29  age group (1.26%) and 
those over 89 age group (0.42%). 
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Most respondents are full-�me residents of Acme Township (83.68%), followed by property owners in the 
Township (60.67%).  

 
Most respondents have been long-�me Township residents of 20+ years, with a zip code of 49690 (68.91%) 
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Public Comment Period and Public Hearing 

A public no�ce of the completed dra� plan was published in the Traverse City Record Eagle on September 10, 
2023. Acme Township opened the required 30-day public comment period from September 10 – October 10, 
2023. The dra� plan was available on the homepage of the Acme Township website. A hard copy of the plan 
was available at the Township Hall.  

 

A public hearing was no�ce was published in the Traverse City Record Eagle on October 29, 2023. A public 
hearing was at the Acme Township Hall on November 14, 2023, at 7 p.m.  A resolu�on was passed by the 
Township Board following the public hearing at the same mee�ng.  
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CONCURRENT PLANNING EFFORTS 
Bayside Park -South 
Improvements Phases II and III 

The concept plan for phases II 
and III at Bayside Park includes a 
gazebo that would allow for 
mul�ple groups to gather 
simultaneously, while being able 
to enjoy the shoreline in a 
protected, shaded area.  

The southern most por�on of the 
park lacks a cohesive, accessible 
circula�on system and design 
connec�vity to the exis�ng 
ameni�es located here. The 
ameni�es on the southernmost 
por�on include a large, 
beau�fully maintained parterre 
garden; over 400’ of naturalized 
shoreline; small pavilion; and 
mature trees.  

Future improvements could 
include addi�onal playground 
equipment. 
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Nakwema Trailway – Traverse City to Charlevoix Trail  

The Nakwema Trailway will 
traverse through Traverse City, 
Acme, Elk Rapids, Eastport, 
Norwood, and Charlevoix. TART 
Trails and Top of Michigan Trails 
Council, together with 
Networks Northwest and in 
coopera�on with local and 
state governments, are 
collabora�ng to close the 45+ 
mile gap between the Litle 
Traverse Wheelway in 
Charlevoix and the TART Trails’ 
networks in Acme. By closing 
this gap, the landmark trail will 
create a con�nuous 415+ mile 
trail network, including the 
statewide Iron Belle Trail, 
helping Michigan lead the 
na�on as “The Trails State.”  

A year-round des�na�on for 
outdoor recrea�on and 
transporta�on, the Nakwema 
Trailway will be accessible by 
individuals of all ages and 
abili�es for work and play. The 
trail will connect over 25 
protected natural areas, 
gran�ng unmatched access to 
the region’s iconic shoreline. 
The Trailway will offer a safe, 
non-motorized op�on to move through communi�es and explore the beauty of northwest Lower Michigan. 
Community benefits and trail user experience will drive the design of the trail. Trail development will ensure 
the goals of eleva�ng our region’s rich cultural and natural resources and providing important access in 
harmony with the natural environment.  
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Nakwema Trailway – Deepwater Connector 

Trail planners at TART are working with Acme Township and partners on this essential connection between 
Bayside Park, the recently completed Acme Connector, and Acme Road. This section of trail will begin at the 
southernmost Nakwema trailhead at Bayside Park, follow a scenic stretch of Acme Creek, and provide non-
motorized access to the Deepwater Point Natural Area via shared roadway. In addition, the Deepwater 
Connector will create a connection for a densely populated area to our regional trail network. Schematic 
design was completed in 2022. TART is working to advance engineering to get the project shovel ready in 
2023. If project fundraising goals are met, TART anticipates trail construction in 2024. 

Status 
Schematic Design: Complete 
Engineering: Underway 
Anticipated Construction: 2024 
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VASA Trailhead 

The VASA trailhead on Bartlet Road is located within Acme Township boundaries. Plan project improvements 
include increasing the parking lot capacity, improving landscaping, and upgrades to the exis�ng warming hut 
that include greater accessibility. 

United States Bicycle Route 35 

US Bicycle Route 35 is part of the US Bicycle Route system, first established in 1982 and revived in 2003. USBR 
35 connects Sault Ste Marie to New Buffalo along a 501-mile route, por�ons of which are on non-motorized 
trails. In Acme Township, it travels north along Five Mile Road, takes a detour down Bunker Hill Road, and 
connects back up to Lautner Road before turning north onto Bates Road, followed by a quick le� to travel east 
on Hawley Road, and then north to US-31 along Bates Road. 

Maple Bay Park and Natural Area 

Maple Bay Park and Natural Area has a tremendously diverse landscape with significant natural and scenic 
resources including: 2,583 feet of Great Lakes shoreline, sand dunes, wetlands, and farmland. There are no 
remaining undeveloped private parcels of land in the Grand Traverse region with its characteris�cs and size. 
The park provides a habitat for a number of rare and endangered bird and plant species. From the pris�ne 
shoreline on the west, the property extends one mile east to the Petobego Marsh and State Game Area. A 
development plan for this park is cri�cal to maintain wildlife habitats, provide hun�ng and fishing 
opportuni�es, and to protect the integrity of the regionally important coastal wetlands. The same is true for 
the nearby Petobego watershed.  

Maple Bay Park is open year-round to the public for recrea�onal ac�vi�es including swimming, kayaking, 
parasailing, kite boarding, bird watching, paddle boarding, canoeing, hiking, hun�ng, observing wildlife, 
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing in winter, and nature educa�on.  

Grand Traverse Parks and Recrea�on’s primary goals are to: preserve the natural features of the property, 
provide public access to Grand Traverse Bay, maintain and enhance the value of the property for the wildlife of 
the Petobego watershed corridor, use the property as a source for environmental educa�on, and provide 
addi�onal opportuni�es for hun�ng. 

Acme Shoreline Placemaking Plan 

In the fall of 2012, Acme Township began a Placemaking Plan to develop strategies for future development. 
The Placemaking Plan started out as a ci�zen-driven strategy for the exis�ng and newly acquired shoreline park 
proper�es and shoreline corridor along US-31. The community an�cipated forging beneficial connec�ons 
between local businesses and the emerging new public space, therein providing mutual economic, func�onal 
and aesthe�c benefits. Early in the planning process, it was evident that the shoreline corridor was and will be 
greatly influenced by traffic and development plans outside of the immediate area. As such, the planning study 
geographic boundary was expanded to include the M-72 corridor east to Lautner Road and south on US-31 to 
the Township Boundary. 
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       V. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
OVERVIEW 
The goals and objec�ves for Acme Township are derived from the inventory of exis�ng recrea�on facili�es, 
public input, and community demographics, and they serve as a guide for future planning decisions.  

 

GOAL 1: ENHANCE COMMUNITY CONNECTIVITY  
Vision: Connect community assets through non-motorized transporta�on routes.  
 

Objec�ves:  

• Improve pedestrian circula�on and safety throughout the Township.  
• Incorporate cohesive circula�on systems. 
• Designate local non-motorized spurs that connect exis�ng parks, various community points of interest, 

and residen�al/commercial areas to the designated regional routes (US Bike Route 35 and the TART 
Trail), as well as to intra-township trails to be iden�fied in the ac�on plan. 

• Create opportuni�es for everyone to par�cipate in ac�ve living and healthy lifestyles through year-
round outdoor recrea�on and ac�ve transporta�on, while providing access to the Grand Traverse Bay.  

• Engage neighboring local units of government, MDOT, TART, and land owners to connect Acme 
Township to the expanding network of regional trails. 

• Engage private developers to extend/enhance the network of trails within the community by providing 
linkages through their developments. 

Support from Public Input:  

• Per survey results, under the Acme Township owned and operated recrea�onal areas/facili�es, the 
Acme Connector Trail is most frequently used. Just over 18% of survey respondents use the trail at least 
once per week; and 17% use it a few �mes a month. 
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GOAL 3: PROVIDE A VARIETY OF AMENITIES  
Vision: Offer park users a meaningful experience that promotes healthy lifestyles.  

 

• 91.60% of survey respondents reported walking/jogging as the ac�vity they enjoy doing in Acme 
Township. Other noteworthy items respondents reported include hiking (67.23%) and bicycling 
(64.71%).  

• 53.47% of respondents indicated that walking/nature trails were a top priority for planning and 
development (1st on the list of priori�es). 50% indicated that non-motorized trails were a priority (2nd 
on the list of priori�es).  

 

 GOAL 2: ACCESS TO GRAND TRAVERSE BAY  
 Vision: Increase access to Grand Traverse Bay for people of all abili�es. 
 

Objec�ves:  

• Improve ADA accessibility to the water along the Acme Township shoreline.  
• Promote the Lake Michigan Water Trail Northwest – East Grand Traverse Bay Trail. 
• Provide at least two accessible canoe/kayak launches along the blueway. 
• Con�nue to maintain and improve boat launches.  
• Con�nue selec�ve property acquisi�on as shoreline proper�es become available. 

Support from Public Input:  

• 70.17% of survey respondents reported swimming as the ac�vity they enjoy doing in Acme Township. 
Other noteworthy items respondents reported include canoe/kayak/paddle boarding (50%), boa�ng 
(42.86%), and fishing (26.89%). 

• 47.67% or respondents reported that swimming beaches were a top priority for planning and 
development. 31.35% indicated that boat launches were a priority (4th on the list of priori�es). 27.23% 
reported canoe/kayak launches (6th on the list of priori�es).  

• 77.31% of respondents reported the Township should con�nue addi�onal land acquisi�ons to provide 
greater access to the Grand Traverse Bay.  

 

 
 
 

Objec�ves:  

• Incorporate cohesive circula�on systems. 
• Explore opportuni�es to include the addi�on of playground equipment for children of all ages and 

abili�es.  
• Explore opportuni�es for addi�onal ameni�es such as ball courts, performance theaters, gardens, and 

art installa�ons. 
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GOAL 4: PROVIDE FOR PARKS AND RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES  
Vision: Explore future opportuni�es to expand park and recrea�on facili�es and programs.  

 

GOAL 5: MAINTENANCE AND FUNDING 

Vision: Provide a maintenance plan and funding sources for the Acme Township Park System. 

 

Support from Public Input:  

• 91.60% of survey respondents reported walking/jogging as the ac�vity they enjoy doing in Acme 
Township. 

• 53.47% of respondents indicated that walking/nature trails were a top priority for planning and 
development (1st on the list of priori�es). 50% indicated that non-motorized trails were a priority (2nd 
on the list of priori�es).  

• 28.49% of respondents indicated that playground equipment is a top priority for planning and 
development (5th on the list of priori�es). Pickle ball courts were 8th on the list (23.98%), followed by 
community gardens (20.65%), and dog parks (20.43%). 

• 25.55% of respondents reported that they visit parks outside of Acme Township because of the variety 
of ameni�es.  

 
 

 

 
Objec�ves:  

• Iden�fy areas where Acme Township can establish new, or expand exis�ng, parks and recrea�on 
facili�es, programs, partnerships and services.  

• Con�nue selec�ve property acquisi�on as shoreline proper�es become available. 
• Con�nue selec�ve property acquisi�on to provide access to more land for parks.  
• Explore opportuni�es for indoor and outdoor recrea�onal space.  

Support from Public Input:  

• 77.31% of survey respondents reported the Township should con�nue addi�onal land acquisi�ons to 
provide greater access to the Grand Traverse Bay.  

• 76.05% of respondents reported that Acme Township should con�nue addi�onal land acquisi�ons to 
provide access to more land for parks.  

• 22.33% of respondents provided addi�onal comments focused on improving and acquiring addi�onal 
indoor and outdoor recrea�onal spaces.  

 

 
 
 

Objec�ves:  

• Create and implement an annual maintenance plan for the en�re park and trail system.  
• Establish a campaign for a dedicated Parks millage for future funding.  
• Implement a rental and reserva�on system to create sustainable revenue.  
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• Establish procedures for invasive species management and educa�on. 
• Maintain or improve water quality through stormwater runoff mi�ga�on. 

Support from Public Input:  

• 77.35% of survey respondents reported they would support a small, dedicated millage levied 
specifically for maintenance and improvements to the Township’s recrea�onal assets, including parks 
and trails.  

• 33.06% of respondents indicated that upkeep and maintenance and grounds could be improved at 
Bayside. 30.84% indicated that maintenance and grounds could be improved at Sayler, Yuba Creek 
(30.38%), Bunker Hill (28.24%), and Deepwater Point Natural Area (20.22%).  
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       VI. ACTION PLAN 
Acme Township has developed a set of ac�on items to be considered for implementa�on over the next five 
years. Input from the public survey and public comment have established these goals and objec�ves with an 
achievable ac�on plan. In the next five years, there are concrete steps that Acme Township can take to work 
toward the goals of enhancing community connec�vity, accessing the Grand Traverse Bay, providing a variety 
of ameni�es, providing for parks and recrea�on opportuni�es, and maintaining and funding parks. The ac�on 
items have also been priori�zed as items to be addressed in the next 1-2 (short term), 3-5 (long term) years, or 
as ongoing tasks.  

The highest priority is the comple�on of local non-motorized connec�ons to enhance community connec�vity. 
This item will require con�nued coordina�on with TART Trails, VASA Pathway, the Grand Traverse Regional 
Land Conservancy, land owners and other agencies along the US-31 corridor route.  

Another priority is to keep implemen�ng access to the Grand Traverse Bay for people of all abili�es. The 
Township will need to maintain and improve upon the current boat launches. Designated shore access zones, 
located in township parks or road-end boat launches, give paddlers a range of access points to the blueway. 
Two addi�onal accessible canoe/kayak launches would allow access to the water for paddlers of all abili�es. 

Providing a variety of ameni�es will offer park users a meaningful experience that promotes healthy lifestyles. 
This will promote increased park usership for people of all ages and abili�es. Residents won’t have to travel 
outside of the Township when their favorite ameni�es are located close to home.  

Iden�fying areas where Acme Township can establish new, or expand exis�ng, parks and recrea�on facili�es, 
programs, partnerships and services will provide for more parks and recrea�on opportuni�es. Acme Township 
will acquire new proper�es as they become available if the opportuni�es align with the goals and objec�ves 
the Township has put in place. Acquiring trail easements are planned upon availability if the op�on arises and 
the connec�vity is part of an integral part of the overall scope of Township priori�es, and it is supported by 
respondents. 
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It should be noted that with addi�onal park ameni�es come addi�onal maintenance costs. These costs will 
need to be factored into the future general fund. Acme Township will create and implement an annual 
maintenance plan that will create policies and procedures to complete preventa�ve maintenance on a regular 
basis. Developing a millage campaign that will directly support maintenance and improvements to the 
Township’s recrea�onal assets, including parks and trails, was supported by a majority of survey respondents.  

Enhance Community Connectivity  

Action Item Parks & Trails 
Committee 

Township 
Board 

Township 
Staff 

Community 
Partners 

Short-term, Long-term, 
or Ongoing  

Incorporate a cohesive circulation 
at Bayside Park X X     Long-term 

Engage developers to 
extend/enhance trails within their 
developments 

    X X Ongoing  

Coordinate with TART and MDOT on 
the Nakwema Trailway X X X X Ongoing  

Acquire necessary trail easements 
as they become available   X     Ongoing  

 

Access to Grand Traverse Bay 

Action Item Parks & Trails 
Committee 

Township 
Board 

Township 
Staff 

Community 
Partners 

Short-term, Long-term, 
or Ongoing  

Construct ADA Kayak/Canoe 
Launch with parking based on the 
design funded through the Coastal 
Zone Management Program 

X X     Long-term 

Continue selective property 
acquisition as shoreline properties 
become available.  

  X   X Ongoing  

Repair sidewalk at Bayside Park for 
Mobi-Mat placement     X   Short-term 

 

 

 

 

Provide a Variety of Amenities 

Action Item Parks & Trails 
Committee 

Township 
Board 

Township 
Staff 

Community 
Partners 

Short-term, Long-term, 
or Ongoing  

Installation of a modern 
playground area at Bayside Park 

X X     Ongoing  

Develop a new pavilion/gazebo 
structure at Bayside Park X X X   Long-term 



 
Acme Township Parks & Recrea�on Master Plan 2024-2029 | 58 

 
Provide for Parks and Recreation Opportunities 

Action Item Parks & Trails 
Committee 

Township 
Board 

Township 
Staff 

Community 
Partners 

Short-term, Long-term, 
or Ongoing  

Identify areas where the Township 
can establish new or expand 
existing parks and facilities 

X X X X Ongoing  

Continue selective property 
acquisition as shoreline properties 
become available.  

X X X X Ongoing  

Acquire property for an inland 
park.  X X X X Ongoing  

 

Maintenance and Funding 

Action Item Parks & Trails 
Committee 

Township 
Board 

Township 
Staff 

Community 
Partners 

Short-term, Long-term, 
or Ongoing  

Explore a dedicated funding 
source for parks and recreation 
equipment and programming 

  X    Ongoing  

Repair wooden signage at Bayside 
and Sayler Park   X X   Short-term 

Replace roof on bathhouse at 
Bayside Park   

X X 
  

Short-term 

Replace cracked sidewalk at 
Bayside Park     

X 
  

Short-term 

Replacement of benches at Yuba 
Creek Natural Area     

X 
  

Short-term 

Replacement of cedar tree buffer 
at Bayside Park   

X X 
 

Short-term 

Install wayfinding signage at 
Deepwater Point Natural Area  

 X X Short-term 
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Acme Township Parks and Recrea�on Master Plan Survey 
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Park Usage:  

1. How o�en do you use the following recrea�onal areas/facili�es in Acme Township?  
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PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS 
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Walking, 
hiking, 
jogging Biking 

Boating, 
Canoeing, 
Kayaking, 

Kite 
Surfing, 
Paddle 

Boarding Fishing 

Use of 
playground/outd

oor sporting 
equipment Swimming Hunting 

Bird 
Watching Picnic/BBQ 

Ski, 
Snowshoe 

None of 
these 

Tot
al 

Acme Connector/ 
TART Trail 

63.95
% 

14
9 

62.66
% 

14
6 2.58% 6 

1.72
% 4 4.72% 11 2.58% 6 

0.43
% 1 

8.58
% 

2
0 3.86% 9 5.58% 

1
3 

15.88
% 37 233 

Bayside Park 
27.19

% 62 3.07% 7 
17.54

% 
4
0 

1.75
% 4 22.81% 52 

50.00
% 

11
4 

0.00
% 0 

8.33
% 

1
9 

35.96
% 

8
2 1.75% 4 

20.18
% 46 228 

Bunker Hill Boat 
Access 3.70% 8 1.39% 3 

24.07
% 

5
2 

9.26
% 

2
0 0.93% 2 7.41% 16 

0.00
% 0 

2.78
% 6 0.93% 2 0.93% 2 

64.35
% 

13
9 216 

Deepwater Point 
Natural Area 

50.70
% 
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9 3.26% 7 6.05% 

1
3 

1.86
% 4 0.47% 1 

13.49
% 29 

0.93
% 2 

9.77
% 

2
1 4.19% 9 0.47% 1 

40.47
% 87 215 

Dock Road Water 
Access 

11.16
% 24 1.40% 3 

16.28
% 

3
5 

6.05
% 

1
3 0.47% 1 

17.67
% 38 

0.00
% 0 

1.40
% 3 1.40% 3 0.00% 0 

60.93
% 

13
1 215 

Grand Traverse 
Resort 

29.41
% 65 

11.31
% 25 1.81% 4 

0.00
% 0 19.91% 44 

18.55
% 41 

0.00
% 0 

2.71
% 6 3.17% 7 5.43% 

1
2 

50.23
% 

11
1 221 

Maple Bay County 
Farm Park 

54.67
% 

11
7 2.80% 6 6.07% 

1
3 

2.34
% 5 0.93% 2 

23.83
% 51 

2.34
% 5 

8.41
% 

1
8 7.94% 

1
7 6.07% 

1
3 

38.79
% 83 214 

New Hope Church 8.10% 17 1.90% 4 0.00% 0 
0.00

% 0 1.90% 4 0.00% 0 
0.00

% 0 
1.43

% 3 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 
91.90

% 
19
3 210 

VASA Pathway/ 
Bartlett Park 

58.18
% 

12
8 

34.55
% 76 0.45% 1 

0.45
% 1 0.91% 2 0.00% 0 

0.45
% 1 

7.27
% 

1
6 1.82% 4 

20.45
% 

4
5 

34.55
% 76 220 

MDOT Gilroy 
Roadside Park 3.88% 8 0.00% 0 3.40% 7 

0.97
% 2 0.49% 1 4.85% 10 

0.00
% 0 

5.34
% 

1
1 

10.19
% 

2
1 0.00% 0 

78.64
% 

16
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Pere Marquette State 
Forest 

33.18
% 70 

13.74
% 29 1.42% 3 

3.32
% 7 0.47% 1 0.47% 1 

5.69
% 

1
2 

6.64
% 

1
4 2.37% 5 9.48% 

2
0 

61.14
% 

12
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Petobego State Game 
Area 

36.41
% 75 2.43% 5 6.31% 

1
3 

2.91
% 6 0.00% 0 9.71% 20 

4.37
% 9 

5.34
% 

1
1 3.40% 7 0.97% 2 

56.80
% 

11
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Sayler Park 
36.04

% 80 4.50% 10 
28.83

% 
6
4 

9.46
% 

2
1 14.41% 32 

35.59
% 79 

0.00
% 0 

9.91
% 

2
2 

29.73
% 

6
6 1.80% 4 

25.68
% 57 222 

Wintergreen Woods 
Conservancy 

16.00
% 32 1.00% 2 0.50% 1 

0.50
% 1 0.50% 1 0.50% 1 

0.00
% 0 

3.50
% 7 1.50% 3 1.50% 3 

84.00
% 

16
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Yuba Creek Natural 
Area 

56.67
% 

11
9 2.86% 6 1.90% 4 

3.81
% 8 1.43% 3 2.86% 6 

3.81
% 8 

####
# 

2
3 3.33% 7 4.29% 9 

40.48
% 85 210 

Other (please specify)                       12 
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  Safety Lighting Signage Accessibility Parking 

Access from a 
variety of 

transportation 
modes 

Aesthetics of 
natural 

surroundings 

Upkeep and 
maintenance 
of grounds 

Upkeep and 
maintenance of 

equipment Total 

Bayside Park 
12.90

% 
1
6 

19.35
% 

2
4 13.71% 

1
7 8.06% 

1
0 11.29% 

1
4 36.29% 

4
5 22.58% 

2
8 33.06% 

4
1 17.74% 

2
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Bunker Hill Boat Access 
30.53
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1
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3
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3
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1
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Sayler Park/ Boat Launch 
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6 16.82% 

1
8 

17.76
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1
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3
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Deepwater Point Natural 
Area 
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2
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1
0 20.22% 

1
8 4.49% 4 89 

Yuba Creek Natural Area 
13.92

% 
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1 
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% 

1
1 30.38% 

2
4 

11.39
% 9 12.66% 

1
0 27.85% 

2
2 18.99% 

1
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2
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT  
Samaritas Senior Living Facility  

On June 13, 2023, a public engagement session was held at Samaritas Senior Living Facility in Acme Township, 
with twelve residents in atendance. Township staff prepared a PowerPoint presenta�on that discussed the 
planning process and highlighted the park and recrea�on facili�es in Acme Township.  

At this event senior community members gave staff their feedback on current and poten�al future recrea�onal 
opportuni�es. Their comments included:  

• Enjoy picnics at Sayler Park 
• Sayler Park is a place where school reunions have been held 
• Enjoy the views when driving by 
• There is no public transport system (BATA) from Samaritas to the parks 
• Residents appreciated staff offering to provide tours and play shuffleboard with them 
• Family members enjoy visi�ng Acme parks with in the area 
• Concerns about trail users parking at the pump house, provide no parking signage 
• Concerns about trail users using the en�re road between Samaritas and Feast of Victory Church. There 

is no trail marking on the pavement.  
• Speed limit on Mt. Hope Road  

Bayside Park  

On July 17, 2023, the Parks and 
Trails Commitee and staff hosted 
an engagement session at Bayside 
Park.  There were 32 individuals in 
atendance at Bayside Park and 
valuable feedback was received on 
a variety of message boards. 
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July 17, 2023 
 
To: Acme Parks & Trail Committee 
From: Jim Heffner & Donna Hagan, 4050 Bayberry Ln, Williamsburg, Ml 
49690, Jhefgan@yahoo.com, 231-938-9764 
Subject: 5 Yr Master Plan Update 

 
The following are our thoughts on goals to achieve in the next five years: 

 
1. Develop N. Bayview Park 

a.  Install kiosk at N. Bayview Park with permited ac�vi�es (i.e. 
addressing camping, dogs off leash & in water, glass on the beach, 
alcohol, fireworks, etc.), history of park, map, hours of opera�on, 
contact numbers, etc. similar to the GTRLC Kiosks (see atachment). 
Note that we have donated $1,000 to the GTRLC to develop this 
kiosk for Acme Township. 

b. Construct picnic pavilion with restroom facili�es similar to 
Elmwood Twp. 

c. Extend paved pathway loop to south along bay, around the beau�ful 
Sweetwater Garden Club flower bed and back north along US 31 
North 

d. Install a kids playground 
 
 

mailto:Jhefgan@yahoo.com
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2. Con�nued development of the Deepwater Connector & the Nakwena 

Trailway in Acme Township 
3. Develop S. Bayview Park 

a.  Pursue the purchase of two parcels, the old Acme Animal Hospital and 
the parcel directly adjacent to the south. The second parcel used to be 
across the road bay access for the motel across the street. See 
atachment. Note Chris Sullivan, the Director of Land Acquisi�on for the 
GTRLC has discussed the purchase with Kevin Reabe, the primary owner. 
Chris had a buyer that would donate it. 

b. Close the boat launch at Bunker Hill Rd due to limited depth of lot and 
GTC Sewer Li� Sta�on with back-up generator limi�ng the u�lity of the 
lot. 

c. Move the small boat (up to 18') launch & parking to the parcel directly 
north of the old Acme Animal Hospital which has much greater depth 
and already has a curb cut for fire trucks to obtain water. Site the launch 
directly to the south of the south marina break wall, which would 
provide shelter from waves and quick access to the dredged deep boat 
channel. There has been a long  history of Acme fishermen u�lizing this 
general loca�on to reach The Hole, which is in safe travel proximity, 
unlike the Yuba large boat launch. Jet skis, kayaks, canoes, and small 
sailboats have, also, used this area to launch. 

d. Develop a bayside, paved, non-motorized pathway from Bunker Hill Rd 
to the last park parcel which is just north of the marina to allow public 
access to this large stretch of public bay frontage. This would include 
restroom facili�es. 

e. Develop a paved, non-motorized pathway from the exis�ng TART Trail 
on the north side of Bunker Hill Rd to the light at US 31 North with a 
pedestrian crossing across US 31 North to the above men�oned 
bayside, paved, non-motorized pathway. 
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Recommended Parcels to Acguire 

Parcel 1 

01-103-060 00 5415 US 31 North 

Owners - Kevin, Karen, & Kathryn Reabe 

Non-conforming home with 127 FF East Bay Frontage 

Parcel 2 

01-103-0600 5396 US 31 North 

Owner - Classic Motor Sports & Equipment 

"Across the Road" East Bay Frontage with 45 FF East Bay Frontage 
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PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD 
A public no�ce of the completed dra� plan was published in the Traverse City Record Eagle on September 10, 
2023. Acme Township opened the required 30-day public comment period from September 10 – October 10, 
2023. The dra� plan was available on the homepage of the Acme Township website. A hard copy was available 
at the Township Hall.  

 

A public hearing was no�ce was published in the Traverse City Record Eagle on October 29, 2023. A public 
hearing was at the Acme Township Hall on November 14, 2023 at 7 p.m.  A resolu�on to adopt the plan took 
place at the same mee�ng.  

 



 
Acme Township Parks & Recrea�on Master Plan 2024-2029 | 130 

 
Parks and Trails Commitee Mee�ng Minutes 

 
DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

 
              ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS COMMITTEE MEETING 

6042 Acme Road 
US 31 N Williamsburg, MI 49690 

August 21, 2023 4:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER at 4:03 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Commitee Members present: Danca, DeVogel, Morrison, Schmitz, Wielenga 

Commitee Members excused: Jenema expected to arrive late 

Advisory present:   

Staff present: L. Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator, R. Lamot, C. Danca  

A. PUBLIC COMMENT:   
Brian Kelley, Acme resident 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Mo�on by Schmitz, supported by DeVogel, to approve the Agenda as presented. No discussion. Voice vote. Mo�on 
carried unanimously. 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 
D. CORRESPONDENCE: Brian Kelley, regarding Park Ligh�ng  
Commitee discussion about solar ligh�ng at Saylor Park and Bayside Park occurred. It was decided to put this item to 
rest and not pursue it at this �me.  

The Commitee discussed OLD BUSINESS F. 2. Life Jacket Library. It was decided that Wolf would reach out one final �me 
and if there was no response, this item would be put to rest.  

Wolf added Election of Officers to the agenda under G. New Business #3.  

E. ACTION:  
1. Approve Draft Parks & Trails Minutes 6.19.2023 

Mo�on by Morrison, supported by Danca, to approve the Draft Parks & Trails Minutes 6.19.2023 as presented. No 
discussion. Voice vote. Mo�on carried unanimously. 

F. OLD BUSINESS:   
1. Solar Lights  
Previously discussed under Correspondence. 

2. Life Jacket Library 
Previously discussed under Correspondence. 
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G. NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Parks & Recrea�on Plan – Survey Results 
Wolf gave a power point presenta�on reviewing survey results with the Commitee and discussion occurred throughout. 

Schmitz departed at 4:28 p.m.  

2. Review DRAFT of 5 Year Parks and Recrea�on Plan 

Wolf highlighted changes from the previous plan. She indicated that the short-term goal of adding trees near the Shell 
gas sta�on will be added to the plan. The plan will be presented to the Board of Trustees and Planning Commission in 
September, and a public hearing is expected to occur in November. At this �me, Wolf does not expect Parks & Trails to 
have a mee�ng in September. Commitee discussion occurred and consensus was posi�ve for the plan with regards to 
the photos, cover, color branding and graph colors. Commitee members agreed to review the plan content and contact 
Wolf with any issues.  

3. Elec�on of Officers 

Jenema arrived at 4:40 p.m.  

Chairperson Wielenga opened the floor for nomina�ons for Chair. 

Mo�on by Jenema, supported by DeVogel, to nominate Wielenga for Chair. Wielenga accepted the posi�on. No 
discussion. Voice vote. Mo�on carried unanimously.  

Mo�on by Wielenga, supported by DeVogel, to nominate Morrison for Vice Chair. Morrison accepted the posi�on. No 
discussion. Voice vote. Mo�on carried unanimously. 

Mo�on by Jenema, supported by Wielenga, to nominate DeVogel for Secretary. Brief discussion occurred. DeVogel 
accepted the posi�on. Voice vote. Mo�on carried unanimously. 

H. PUBLIC COMMENT:  
 Brian Kelley, Acme resident 

Amy Jenema shared that the Mountain Bike Associa�on is seeking a leter of support from the Acme Township Board to 
have some currently unmarked single-track trails in the Pere Marquete Forest area recognized by the State and by VASA, 
and to have them marked. Marking the trails would create logging boundaries for any future logging projects in that 
area.    

ADJOURN:  Mo�on by Jenema, supported by Danca, to adjourn. No discussion.  Voice vote. Mo�on carried 
unanimously.  

Mee�ng adjourned at 4:52 p.m. 

Respec�ully,  

Cristy Danca 
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Public Comment  

Landis, Joy  

9/25/2023 

Hello, 

 

Please include repairing and upda�ng signage for the Deepwater Point Nature area and the Dock Road water access 
under maintenance in the ac�on item “repair wooden signage at Bayside and Sayler Park.” Current signage is faded and 
no longer readable. The informa�on printed on the exis�ng signage is inadequate for the level of usage of these areas. 
Use by people beyond the neighborhood has increased since the start of the pandemic and expansion of the equestrian 
compe��on. If more housing is built at the loca�on of the old Kmart on 31, the new residents will also need to know 
what is appropriate for the nature reserve and Dock Road and where to go for launching larger boats, or recrea�ng at 
beaches with facili�es. 

• At the nature reserve, there are 2 trails at the parking area for the nature reserve. The exis�ng sign is a few steps 
down the least used trail and not very visible. A new sign direc�ng people to the shortest trail to the beach is 
badly needed. This sign should state the distance to the beach. Currently the entrance looks like private property 
because of the elaborate, decora�ve gate. New users, especially women with children or those with limited 
capacity to walk, may hesitate to enter the woods and head to the beach without more informa�on. Signs 
prohibi�ng fires on the beach are too faded to read. 

• At Dock Road, people try to launch larger boats, rather than small fishing boats and paddle cra�, becoming stuck 
and leaving ruts. The launch area is also being used as a public beach and some�mes perhaps due to poor 
signage, the public use neighboring private property including climbing on docks and boats. Some of these 
people would use the beach at the nature reserve if they knew about it and the bigger boat launch sites at Sayler 
and Bunker Hill. 

More people are coming to use the park/rec facili�es and that is good. Beter signage direc�ng people to loca�ons 
intended for their uses would help maintain resources and private property. Photos below of current signs. 

 

Deepwater Pt Nature Area sign mostly tells what you can't do there and is located down a less traveled path. 
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Deepwater Pt Nature Area. Nothing here indicating this is the best path to the beach and how far to the water. 

 

Current Dock Road signage. 
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November 13, 2023 
 
Kimberly Challender 
4836 Bunker Hill Rd 
Williamsburg, MI 49690 
 
RE: Parks and Recreation Master Plan draft concerns 
 
To whom it may concern, 
I have gone over the news proposed plan and have some concerns. 
 
We have a population of 4,200+ residents in Acme Township but your survey results are only for 236 
residents.  You used that number to put this plan together.  236 responses should have raised a flag for you to 
make another attempt to reach more residents.  I do not go to your website to see events that are happening.  I 
think it is wonderful that you went to Simaritas to get input.  I am sure that the residents enjoyed the company 
but how many of the parks do these residents use?  The second event stated that the survey was available 
and other message boards (what ones?).  
 
For a survey to be valid, there needs to be at least 20% of a response.  I checked the numbers, and this report 
is based upon 5.6% of the residents.  Before any time was spent on this draft report, there should have been a 
time when you stated that we need more input, more than 5%.  Why were no postcards sent out to go to the 
website to take the survey?  When the college did their survey years ago, it was mailed and the responses 
were a lot higher, a true representation of the county. 
 
My concerns for the public areas are below and I am wondering if we are getting estimates to get these item 
that are below Good to bring up to standards?  Are we getting more than one and will it be available to the 
public to review? 
 
I have gone through the draft report and have concerns based upon the info provided. 
1) Bayside Park - Net Climber - how can this be in good condition when it has soft / sinking spots? 

1) Shelter - you have as fair, but it just needs paint and lattice removal, why not good? 
 
2)  Deepwater Point Natural Area 

1) Signage - you have marked as Poor - Good but the signs are in bad shape and on the ground. 
2) Are you going to make a management plan for this park as none exists now? 

 
3) Yuba Creek Natural Area 
 1) There seems to be quite a bit of upkeep required at this park, are we getting estimates or will the 
township employee be taking care of this? 
 2) What is the Management Plan in okay from 2002?  What is the $$ amount?  Will it cover the 
maintenance required to make improvements. 
 3) Is the GTRLC going to cover the whole cost of getting rid of the Autumn Olive or are we sharing the 
cost?  How much per year is slated to be done and when done, are we going to mow it yearly to keep it from 
coming back or is there another plan to keep it in check? 
 
4) Saylor Park, items marked as good but are in disrepair, what is the criteria for these conditions 
 

1) What is the budget to take care of all of these items that have issues as I seen one of the large items 
is the 3rdf pump that does not work.  The sign into the park I believe is in worse shape than noted, it 
dies not just need paint, boards should be replaced.  The wood swing set needed replacing but having 
been a part of the playground committee when the play area was redone, the new swings will need to 
have ADA swings on it and that is quite expensive, is this included in the budget for this park to be 
replaced? 
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I think that we are very fortunate to have so many areas in our community to enjoy with friends and families but 
U think that before we decide to purchase more areas to enjoy, we need to invest in what we have.  There is a 
lot of maintenance to be done on all these areas and there also needs to be a plan on place to continue to be 
able to care for them.  We must be good stewards of our assets. 
 
I am concerned that there are so many issues that have been piling up, was there no money allocated to 
maintain these properties to date and if not, what are we going to do moving forward so that these repairs are 
not, as it appears, ignored until now. 
 
Thank you so much, 
Kimberly Challender 
4836 Bunker Hill Rd  
Williamsburg, MI 49690 
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