APPROVED 12/15/17

ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690
November 17th, 2017 8:30 a.m.
Call to order: 8:35
ROLL CALL:
Committee: X
X
Advisory:
X
Staff:
X

Feringa
Smith
Heinert/Krogulecki
Winter

X
X
X

Heflin
Timmins
Kushman/Clark

x
x

Heffner
Wentzloff

x

Jenema

A.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

B.
C.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Timmins, 2nd. By Heffner. Motion to approve the agenda. Motion
carries
INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None

D.

CORRESPONDENCE: none

E.

ACTION:
1.
Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 11/20/2017 - Motion by Timmins 2nds Wentzloff to approve
the minutes with the correction of Kohlmann and Valley city signs. Motion carries.

F.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Bayside Park Updates- Krogulecki- Update from Kevin Paperwork from the state was
delayed due to glitch with park boundaries. It has been worked out with the help of Jay, Jeff and
Tamara at the state. Everything is now set to begin.
Helsel’s tree service will work on clearing trees for the new parking area. Discussed new
parking lot boundary. Trees are flagged for easy identification.
Shell gas station parking lot encroaches on park land. Worked it out with Shell to change where
Shell piles their snow, so as to not upset any of the parks landscaping.
Discussed rebuild and drainage of the old section of the parking lot.
Discussed Shores beach lane, the boundary lines. Talked about the traffic patterns at the light at
US 31& US72.
Kevin believes that the parking lot will be started in spring, with tree removal this winter.
Heffner asked about the time frame.
Kevin believes it will take about a month to finish the parking lot. As the parking lot is being
worked on other projects will be started simultaneously.
Tart trail will be 10’ asphalt with a 2’gravel shoulder. Berming will be a bit limited due to need
for a larger stormwater basin. Amy talked about limiting some berms due to visibility of the
water.
Berming will be on the other side of the trail (away from road)
Discussed how berming won’t cut the sound from the road.
The trail is only about 4- 5’ from the right of way, berms may impede in the right away, Kevin
questioned what MDOT would allow.
Heffner asked about plantings.
Winter and Kevin talked about the possibility of that, but that MDOT could ask us to rip them
out if they want, if anything is planted in the right of way. Also how close the plants would be
to the road and the salt and snow that would be pushed on the plants in the winter.
Kevin recommended grasses in that area. Jenema, talked about annuals, but that, that would be

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours
of the meeting at 938-1350.

APPROVED 12/15/17

labor intensive and the garden club or some other club would have to take responsibility.
Discussion continued.
Proposed plants on the plan are not set in stone so they may change as the project moves
forward, they are all native plants.
Kevin went over the play structures, nothing has really changed. 2 sun.shade structures. Bike
racks, people liked how many bikes they held. Kevin believes that most of the furniture and
bike racks will be purchased directly by the township for cost effectiveness.
Went over areas of landscape restoration. Went over the stormwater in the park, storm drains
and permeable pavement in the parking lot, and the maintenance involved in the parking lot.
Back parking lot, Kevin went over “no mow” areas. Keeping large trees around parking lot,
designed the parking lot to keep the big trees. Evergreens will be planted in islands in the
parking area. No mow areas will have a ground cover that will function best in the environment
it is planted.
Feringa discussed sharing the no mow areas with the maintenance staff to ensure there is no
accidental mowing. Kevin talked about needing to develop a maintenance plan to deal with the
new planted areas in the park. Takes a little more maintenance than dealing with turf.

2.

a.
b.

Updated Playground & Shade Structure Details
Landscape Restoration & Updated Irrigation Plans- working with Spartan irrigation,
they laid out the plan, will have irrigation in all the turf areas.
Heffner asked about rain sensors, to curb added run off.
Kevin said sensors are not a problem and they are pretty standard nowadays, control
boxes will be by the well and future gazebo, the panel will be screened with evergreens.
Wentzloff talked about needing constant water to get turf to establish.
Kevin talked about bring in 4-6 inches of soil, and using hydor seed with a straw
blanket to protect from the wind.
Heffner asked about construction schedule.
Kevin said plans are ready, but won’t have an actual start date until we go to bid.
Waiting on the State for approval to go to bid,plans go to the board first to pick
companies then it goes through the state for final approval. Jenema asked if it’s a 3-4
month project. Kevin believes that it is closer to 4 months, a lot can happen
concurrently.

c.

Electrical & Lighting Plans- Discussed rerouting of electrical, discussed lighting, 11
lights total to illuminate key areas of the parking lot and trail. All tall lights are in the
plan, due to park hours lights will be turned off shortly after dusk, they are on a
programmable timer. May work with Michigan lighting systems, the materials for the
lamp post will be the same as the other features in the park.
Wentzloff asked about ballard lighting along the main loop to keep the view shed.
Discussed where lower lighting would be a better fit.
Discussed placement of all the lights in conjunction with features within the park.
4 lights around main walking circle
4 lights in the parking area
2 lights down near the down near the south end,
1 light near the cross walk

Trail Updates
a.
Yuba Park Natural Area- Zollinger, Winter, Nels Veliquette met with Jacob from the
Land Conservancy, to look at trail connections. LaPointe, Heffner and Steve Lagerquist
met earlier and walked to possible scenarios. The blue trail( on map) is preferred due to
vegetation density and slope.
Heffner asked who would be doing the main trail work. Winter responded it would be
the Land Conservancy’s Americorp workers.
South end of park there is a step trail, they would like to reconnect it to make a whole
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b.

c.

d.
e.

3.

4.

G.

loop. Pg4, explored options of cutting through Veliquette property, Veliquette wonders
if the option to purchase the back 5 acres (by the land conservancy) or if it would be an
easement. Work continues, will schedule with Americorp volunteers once we know the
definite trail path.
Discussed trail building volunteers.
Wintergreen Woods (GTRLC property adjacent to Sayler Park)- Winter, got an email
from Jake about the campground that the conservancy purchased. Jake would like to
know if the township has plans for trails, so the to park can plan in conjunction with
each other . Discussion followed. Jenema will take the idea to the board about the idea
of planning trails through Saylar park and working with the conservancy.
Sewer Project (Four Mile to Three Mile) - construction did start and the trail is closed
for the project. Winter didn’t think it would start until spring but it started in fall, right
now the detour uses the sidewalks in East Bay, but they are not plowed in the winter.
Zollinger is having Jeff Jocks look into the liability issue, if we smooth the trail out
before the asphalt is laid down so people can still ride on it. Hoping we can find a
solution for winter trail users. Working with Beth Friend at East Bay to find options.
Bunker Hill to 5 mile, just waiting for DTE to give the go ahead to reopen, it is all
paved. Trails are now 10’ wide.
TVC2CHX Options (north of Bayside Park)
Trail Easement Agreement Language - Discussed the easement with the Samaritas, Jeff
is going over the language one more time before passing it on to John DeMarsh, hope to
do that by December.
Easment through Holiday Inn property, The Holiday Inn board voted for the easement
through their property. TART paid for the legal fees and the cost of drawings and legal
description that Wellsfargo required before they would move forward with the
easement. Once it all goes through maybe able to start looking at engineering plans.
Have $15k from the 2% grant to pay for engineering for the trail. TC trail from
Traverse going North. The shores is not an option so other options were discussed.
Motion by Heffner 2nd. By Heflin to go with Option B. Motion carries
Jenema asked about getting an updated plan to take to the board. Clark asked about
sidewalks, Winter said new business would have to put in sidewalks, but the township
has no plans as of now.
Clark talked about the village of Elk Rapids,there is a dedicated group of individuals
that refuse to give up. The village of Elk Rapids would still like to connect to Maple
Bay and they are doing fundraisers to raise the preliminary designs money.
Fishermans Island has agreed to match the 100k that Charlevoix is raising to create
trails through the State park, it would connect the Lake to Lake trail, outside of
Charlevoix, near Bell Bay Rd.
Discussed more of the trail from Maple Bay and Nels Veliquette working with farmers
to pick the trail route.

Park System Signage
a.
Kiosk Signs (rules, information, etc.)-Winter presented some examples that were sent
from Jacob at the land conservancy, just as examples for the committee to think about.
Discussion followed about easy sign design, and ability to replace parts and pieces
when needed.
b.
Monument Signs (Valley City, Signplicity)
Park Rules (no action) Tabled
Heffner asked about the generator at the pump station at Bunker Hill, Jenema said a permanent
generator will be going in there.

NEW BUSINESS: none
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H.

PUBLIC COMMENT Jenema talked about starting the capital improvement project.
Winter shared that Eagle Eye drone photo came out to capture images of Bayside park, they will come
back in the spring to do it again.

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn Timmins 2nd. By Wentzloff. Motion carries 10:40
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ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690
November 17th, 2017 8:30 a.m.
ROLL CALL:
Committee:
Advisory:
Staff:

Feringa
Smith
Heinert
Winter

Heflin
Timmins
Kushman

Heffner
Wentzloff

A.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

B.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

C.

INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

D.

CORRESPONDENCE:

E.

ACTION:
1.
Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 11/20/2017

F.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Bayside Park Updates
a.
Updated Playground & Shade Structure Details
b.
Landscape Restoration & Updated Irrigation Plans
c.
Electrical & Lighting Plans
2.
Trail Updates
a.
Yuba Park Natural Area
b.
Wintergreen Woods (GTRLC property adjacent to Sayler Park)
c.
Sewer Project (Four Mile to Three Mile)
d.
TVC2CHX Options (north of Bayside Park)
e.
Trail Easement Agreement Language
3.
Park System Signage
a.
Kiosk Signs (rules, information, etc.)
b.
Monument Signs (Valley City, Signplicity)
4.
Park Rules (no action)

G.

NEW BUSINESS: none

H.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Jenema

ADJOURN:
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ACME TOWNSHIP PARKS & TRAILS MEETING
ACME TOWNSHIP HALL
6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690
October 20th, 2017 8:30 a.m.
ROLL CALL:
Committee:
Advisory:
Staff:

X
X
X

Feringa
Smith
Heinert
Winter

excused
X
excused

Heflin
Timmins
Kushman

X
X

Heffner
Wentzloff

X

Jenema

A.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

B.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Wentzloff motion to approve agenda, with addition of F. 6, meeting
times. Timmins 2nd. Motion carries

C.

INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: none

D.

CORRESPONDENCE:

E.

ACTION:
1.
Approve Parks & Trails Minutes 09/15/2017-Timmins made motion to approve minutes, 2nd. By
Heffner By with the changes to the trail from 5 mile to Bunker Hill Rd. added. Wentzloff
abstained
Motion carries

F.

OLD BUSINESS:
1.
Bayside Park Updates
a.
Playground Equipment Feedback-Winter reported positive public feedback. Discussed
keeping all the elements of the park open and “see through” and within the townships
price point. Everything we saw on the plan fits the townships budget.
b.
Bayview Inn Event Recap -Jenema gave a recap. Said there was a good turnout, was
positive as a whole. Some different foundations were present
c.
Impact 100 Update Winter- Acme didn’t make the final cut. In our area, Hickory Hills
was the nominee.
d.
Non-motorized Watercraft Rental Status- Jenema didn’t present it to the board due to the
overloaded agenda. She will put it on the board agenda in November.
Jenema and Feringa gave a breakdown of the capital improvements seminar and how it applies to
trails. Which were 3rd on the list of important elements, after sewer and water, to draw people to
the community.
Trail Updates - Winter, talked to Kushman. Kushman has broken through with Wellsfargo,the
bank that holds the mortgage on Holiday Inn ,talking to Klaus about reviewing an easement and
seeing what it would cost. Tart is paying the $2000 retainer fee to forward the project. Will hear
back from Klaus with an estimate.
Winter got the commitment letter for Samaritas, not legally binding but a step in the right direction, more
like an MOU. Outlines access for trail and other details of who is responsible for what.
Heffner asked about Dan Kelley's property, and the trail going through it.
Shawn talked about what was holding up Dan’s project, but Dan has worked out some of the issues and
elements have changed accordingly and will continue to do so as planning gets more indepth.
Heffner asked about Bunker Hill as it relates to the trail.
Feringa gave an update on Bunker Hill Rd.- it’s about a year out as they don’t have any staff freed up to
2.
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work on it.
Kushman reported that Creek’s Crossing is a private road. Feringa is checking into it, because the tribe
has it on their inventory and it wouldn’t be there if it wasn’t public. Will check with Rob ( in his office).
Wentzloff gave an update of her walk with TART behind Bertha Voss and the Catholic church leading
towards Lochenheath.
Discussion followed on various alternative trail routes.
Winter talked about his experience riding on a trail of crushed cinder and how he was impressed with the
surface of it, and how it can be easier to maintain. Discussion followed on using it on Acmes trails.
Feringa cautioned not to let a stream crossing limit the placement of the trail.
Park Rules- Winter presented what the committee’s responses were. Discussion followed.
Talked about the break down that Feringa sent. The committee liked the break down he gave.
• Definitions
• General Uses/Regulations
• Prohibited Activities
• Enforcement/Penalties
• Maps
Wentzloff asked if all the rules will be the same in every park.
Jenema said yes that was the plan.
Discussion followed about parks that may need park specific rules, such as Yuba nature center and the
boat launch where different requirements are needed.
Discussion followed about different park rules.
Will have Jeff Jocks the township attorney look over the rules.
3.

Gilroy Park Status- MDOT update , can’t sell gilroy park as most of it is MDOT right away
easement. They offered to let Acme maintain the park but not purchase it. Jenema suggested
Motion: Motion by Wentzloff 2nd, by Jenema. Recommend to the board, not pursue taking over operations
at Gilroy park, but also communicate to MDOT that Acme would be interested in future collaboration or
changes that may take place with that property.
Motions carries, Timmins absent
4.

Park System Signs-Winter contacted Andrew Coleman ( Image 360) and Valley Signs out of
Grand Rapids. Asked for help with sign design. The committee has to recommend and send it to
the board as it involves money.
Jenema talked about how the signs should all have the same theme within all the parks. Wants to have
congruency within the parks.
Timmins returned to the meeting.
Discussion followed about logos and colors that would be unique to Acme township.
Feringa will contact Valley Signs and talk to them about a sample sign.
5.

6.
Meeting Times
Meeting times Discussed, meeting time will stay the same.
G.

NEW BUSINESS: none

H.

PUBLIC COMMENT

ADJOURN: Motion to adjourn Timmins, 2nd. Wentzloff.
Motion carries 10:02 am
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Yuba Park
Natural Area
Proposed Trail Improvements
In partnership with the Grand
Traverse Regional Land
Conservancy

Shawn Winter
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jacob Bournay <jbournay@gtrlc.org>
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 12:56 PM
Shawn Winter
Re: Wintergreen Woods

Hi Shawn,
I'm down state hunting but I did find out that any potential trail system would be reserved for the north side or Yuba
Park Rd due to sensitive habitat and neighbors boundaries. I plan to get out there before the end of the year and see
what might make sense. Hope that doesn't ruin any of your ideas. Also, I can't say that we'd be able to make it happen
any time soon but if it were to be approved it'd be a quick build.
I'll be out the rest of the week.
Thanks
‐Jake
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 15, 2017, at 8:53 AM, Shawn Winter <swinter@acmetownship.org> wrote:
Good morning Jacob,
I wanted to follow up on Wintergreen Woods and see he how things went in your meeting this week. I’ll
be distributing packets to Parks and Trails Committee today for their meeting this week. Please let me
know if there is anything you’d like me to share with them!
Shawn Winter
Planning & Zoning Administrator
Acme Township
6042 Acme Rd | Williamsburg, MI | 49690
Phone: 231.938.1350 Fax: 231.938.1510
swinter@acmetownship.org

From: Jacob Bournay [mailto:jbournay@gtrlc.org]
Sent: Monday, November 13, 2017 8:59 AM
To: Shawn Winter <swinter@acmetownship.org>
Subject: Re: Wintergreen Woods
Shawn,
Thanks for the reply. My understanding is that we are in the process of writing a management plan for
the property. It was brought up earlier on and so I wanted to see what your thoughts were on
community needs. I'm not sure that it would support any significant trail system but we may be able to
connect them to any trails that may exist at Sayler Park. Let me know your thoughts and in the mean
time I'll dig up some details to inform you on exactly what we were thinking before you share this at
your parks meeting. We have a meeting tomorrow that includes discussions about the site so I'll let you
know. Stay tuned.
1

Thanks
‐Jake
On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 10:07 AM, Shawn Winter <swinter@acmetownship.org> wrote:
Jacob,

To be honest we have never talked about it before. Is there something you all have in mind? At first
glance, I think it’s a great idea. There’s a lot of land between Sayler Park and Wintergreen Woods that
is under‐utilized since there’s no access. I think a nature trail through the two properties makes a lot of
sense.

If you have any thoughts that you’d like me to share I’ll put the topic on next week’s Parks & Trails
agenda.

Shawn Winter
Planning & Zoning Administrator
Acme Township
6042 Acme Rd | Williamsburg, MI | 49690
Phone: 231.938.1350 Fax: 231.938.1510
swinter@acmetownship.org

From: Jacob Bournay [mailto:jbournay@gtrlc.org]
Sent: Thursday, November 09, 2017 3:50 PM
To: Shawn Winter <swinter@acmetownship.org>
Subject: Wintergreen Woods

Hi Shawn,

I was wondering if you could tell me if there was any goal or need for Acme Township to create trail at
what we're calling Wintergreen woods? The Saylor Park addition. Can you let me know when you
know?
2

Thanks
‐Jake

‐‐

Jacob Bournay
Land Steward

email: jbournay@gtrlc.org
web: www.gtrlc.org
telephone:231.929.7911
3860 N. Long Lake Rd, St D
Traverse City, MI 49684

‐‐

Jacob Bournay
Land Steward

email: jbournay@gtrlc.org
web: www.gtrlc.org
telephone:231.929.7911
3860 N. Long Lake Rd, St D
3

Traverse City, MI 49684
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0
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Owned & Co-Managed by:

Ski

Trail Run

GENERAL PARK & TOWNSHIP CONCERNS
Old Mission Township: 231.223.7322
FOR PARK MANAGEMENT CONCERNS
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy:
231.929.7911

• The park is open until 10pm.
• Please stay on marked trails.
• Leashed pets are allowed.
• Please clean up after your pets.
• Do not remove any plant, animal or other
natural feature.
• No motorized vehicles or mountain biking.
• No open fires.
• No household refuse in trash cans.
• No overnight parking or camping.
• No boisterous or obnoxious conduct.

Please visit peninsulatownship.com for
universal accessibility information.

FOR EMERGENCIES & URGENT SAFETY CONCERNS:
911
FOR NON-EMERGENCY & SAFETY CONCERNS
Grand Traverse County Sheriff: 231.223.4525

You are a welcome visitor to a place that is
home to many unique plants and animals.

RULES & REMINDERS

PE

The soils of the Natural
Area are mostly well
drained sands and gravels
with the exception of the
Hemlock Forest where the
subsurface geology brings
the water table to the
surface producing seeps
and damp soils which
are ideal conditions for
Hemlocks to thrive.

photo by Mary Van Valin

Former agricultural fields
are slowly converting
to forest as early
successional forest
tree and shrub species,
like quaking aspen and
staghorn sumac, creep
into the field edges.

Oak. Some of the trees
growing on steep slopes
are old, hinting that
portions of the Middle
Woods were not logged.
A Red Pine plantation
is the only agricultural
component of these
woods.

The Middle Woods area is
a mix of mesic northern
forest species such as
Sugar Maple, American
Beech, White Pine,
Eastern Hemlock and Red

What can I do here?

Hike / Snowshoe

photo by Norm Townsend

NATURAL FEATURES
The Pelizzari Natural Area encompasses approximately 63 acres of woodlands,
meadows, and wetlands. Visitors enjoy a variety of recreation activites like
hiking, trail running, and snowshoeing on ~3 miles of trail. Please respect all
user groups, plants and animals when enjoying the natural area.

CONTACT

TRAIL MAP & PROPERTY INFO

Many common animals,
like Porcupine and Black
capped chickadees as
well as the elusive Red fox
and Indigo bunting, call
this natural area home.

ULA TOW
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WELCOME
PELIZZARI NATURAL AREA
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Protected & Co-Managed by:

HUNTING IS NOT ALLOWED

DOGS MUST BE LEASHED
AT ALL TIMES
VIOLATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO FINES

Grand Traverse County Animal Control
Ordinance Sections 401 & 601
Peninsula Township Park
Commission Regulation

Kiosk - Molineaux Rd

1

5’x 6’
OWNED AND CO-MANAGED BY:

WELCOME

RAILROAD POINT

PROTECTED & C0-MANAGED BY:

NATURAL AREA

M22 CORRIDOR RECREATION

RAILROAD POINT NATURAL AREA
GTRLC.ORG
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Railroad Point
Betsie Valley Trail

Hiking Trails
Scenic Vista

State Land
0

0.15

WHAT CAN I DO HERE?
The Conservancy works hard to balance public use
with the protection of natural resources. We welcome
educational and recreational uses, as long as guests are
mindful that they are visiting the homes of the plants and
animals whose lives depend on the land’s protection.

0.3
Miles

RULES & REMINDERS

LEGEND

More than 140 total acres owned by
several different families were added
to Railroad Point with the use of two
additional MNRTF grants awarded in
1998 and 2010.

• Remain on established trails.
• No motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles).
• Do not remove any plant, animal or other natural
feature.
• No fires or camping.
• No disposal of trash.
• No biking.
• Keep all dogs and pets on a leash & clean up
after them for the enjoyment of all visitors and the
protection of wildlife.

Watch for purple blazes
painted on trees to
guide you along the trail.

LEFT TURN
Sharp turns in the trail
are signaled with a double
offset blaze. The upper
blaze indicates the
direction of the turn.

RIGHT TURN

This is a multi-use area open to the public year-round
for activities such as hiking, nature study, etc. Trails
are NOT closed during hunting seasons. Please keep
this in mind, and familiarize yourself with the location
of trails before hunting at this recreation area.

BEWARE: POISON IVY
“Leaves of three, let them be”

For the enjoyment of
all visitors and the
protection of wildlife.

Poison Ivy produces a toxin that can cause
skin rashes in many people. Yet, birds and
animals eat its fruit, so we let it be.

Toxicodendron radicans

Paul Rose

R aymond

Putney

Gorivan

Taylor

Arcadia Sunset Beach

k

Misty Acres
Nature Preserve

Manistee County Line

Arcadia Dunes:
Dry Hill Grassland

Glovers Lake

Other Lands Open to the Public

Betsie Valley Trail

GTRLC Nature Preserves

Norconk Protected Land
Other GTRLC

Birding
Watching

MDNR hunting rules broadly apply in conjunction with
other Benzie County rules and ordinaces specific to
this property. Please visit www.benzieco.net or call
231-882-4721 for more information.

ALL DOGS MUST
BE ON LEASH

Arcadia Dunes:
The C.S. Mott Nature Preserve
Baldy Trailhead

s Cree

r

Mick

Arcadia Dunes:
Swamp Rd. Trailhead

Bowen

Rive

0
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LEGEND

HUNTING IS ALLOWED ON THIS PROPERTY

HUNTING

Hike / Snowshoe

Joyfield

Arcadia Marsh
Nature Preserve

PLEASE NOTE:
Bird Watch

Arcadia Dunes:
The CS. Mott Nature Preserve
St. Pierre Trailhead

ARCADIA

Don’t get lost!

… Remember that you are a visitor to a place that is
home to many unique plants and animals.

Upper
Herring
Lake

Glovers Lake

American redstart (Setophaga ruticilla) warbler.

Please, when visiting this recreation area…
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Each plant in Michigan is assigned
a “coefficient of conservatism” from
which a Floristic Quality Inventory
can be compiled. A survey
completed in 2016 by GTRLC staff
and volunteers found that the
overall botanical diversity of the
preserve was 50.1, which from a
statewide perspective is considered
very rare and extremely significant.

Aside from supporting a wide variety
of plant species, Railroad Point is
also part of an important path for
many migrating birds. Volunteer
surveys have found 12 species
of warblers here, a relatively large
variety of these small, insect
feeding birds. Warblers and
other species rely heavily on land
relatively close to Lake Michigan
for food, shelter and rest while
migrating. Many other species also
pass through while others remain
and breed for the summer.
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Rolling topography, steep slopes,
Crystal Lake shoreline and a close
proximity to Lake Michigan make
Railroad Point a special place that
harbors a unique array of wildlife.
This natural area is comprised of
northern hardwood forest, shrub
wetlands and conifer swamps – a
habitat mosaic that supports more
than 200 native and non-native
plants.
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World War II Navy Veteran Wally Edwards,
whose family had deep roots in Benzie
County, was instrumental in raising
money for option payments while the
trust fund process ran its course. The
Seabury and Borwell foundations, along
with the John Burrows family, also gave
critical gifts. The natural area was
officially dedicated in August of 1998.

Homestead

Native to the area, poison ivy tends to be
most abundant in sunny areas along the
forest edge. It has 3 pointed leaflets that
vary in shape and color and can grow as
a small plant, low shrub, or vine. After
leaves fall off, the plant can be identified
by grayish white berries.
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Railroad Point has diverse habitats and is one of the few undeveloped stretches of shoreline on Crystal Lake.
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GTRLC helped Benzie County secure a
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
grant to purchase the land. Ingrid and
Bettina sold the land at 75 percent of
its market value, providing a huge boost
for the project. This discounted sale
price – commonly known as a bargain
sale – counted for the 25 percent local
match the trust fund requires for every
project.
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The Railroad Point Natural Area began
with the protection of a 61-acre
parcel owned by Ingrid Devine and
her daughter, Bettina Appelhof. Rusty
Lewis, a conservationist who served
on the board of the Crystal Lake &
Watershed Association, got the ball
rolling by connecting Ingrid with GTRLC
in early 1996. It was clear in those
conversations that Ingrid had a deep
love for Crystal Lake and wanted to
protect her land forever.
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Protecteing significant natural, scenic and farm lands, and advancing land stewardship, now and for future generations
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Protecteing significant natural, scenic and farm lands, and advancing land stewardship, now and for future generations
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Road Sign - Molineaux Rd
3’x 5’
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Welcome/Thanks - BVT
12”x 18”
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