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ACME TOWNSHIP REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road, Williamsburg MI 49690 

Tuesday, October 3, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

UGENERAL TOWNSHIP MEETING POLICIES 

A.       All cell phones shall be switched to silent mode or turned off. 

B.       Any person may make a video, audio or other record of this meeting. Standing equipment, 

             records, or portable microphones must be located so as not to block audience view. 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

ROLL CALL  

     

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Public Comment periods are provided at the beginning and end of each meeting agenda. Members of the public 

may address the Board regarding any subject of community interest during these periods. Comment during 

other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion.  

 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

 

C.        APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES:  9/5/2023 

D.            

E.         INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 

 

F.         REPORTS 

  a.    Clerk - 

               b.    Parks-  

               c.    Legal Counsel –  

               d.    Sheriff – 

               e.    County – 

               f.    Supervisor- 

               g.   Planning and Zoning- 

               h.   MMR-  

 

F.      SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:   2% Tribal Grant 

  

G.     CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items 

        together for one Board motion (roll call vote) without discussion. A request to remove any item for 

        discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Board, staff or public shall be granted. 

 

          1.     RECEIVE AND FILE: 

a.  Treasurer’s Report  

b.  Clerk’s Revenue/Expenditure Report  

c.  09/11/23 Draft Unapproved Planning Commission minutes 

2.     APPROVAL: 

1.    Accounts Payable Prepaid of $44,905.05 and NO current to be paid $ 

  (Recommend approval: Clerk, L. Swanson) 

 

H. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR: 

 1.        

2.        

3.        
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I. CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.    EGLE letter Via email dated 09/13/2023 re: Violation Notice – Tart Solar M-72 and Bates Rd 

2.    Metro Fire Department Open House flyer 

 

 J.    PUBLIC HEARING:  

 

K.  NEW BUSINESS: 

1.    Discussion on BATA bus stop in Acme Township 

2.    Discussion and review of “Acme Township Board: Rules of Procedure” 

3.    Agreement for Election Services 

4.    Resolution Adopting Early Voting Site and Municipal agreement 

5.    Resolution to Change Pay for Election workers pay 

 

L. OLD BUSINESS: 

1.    Review Personnel evaluation of Zoning Assistant position 

        2.     CLOSSED SESSION-Continued discussion on Bertha Vos   

  

PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD:  

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

 

 

 















































CALL TO ORDERWITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 7:02

ROLL CALL: Present: Dan Rosa, Jack Challender, Jack VanHouten, Steve Feringa, Karly
Wentzloff, Marcie Timmins
Excused: Jean Aukerman
Staff Present: Lindsey Wolf, Acme Planning and Zoning Administrator; Marcie Timmins,
recording secretary.

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT: Members of the public may address the Commission regarding any
subject of community interest during public comment periods by filling out a Public Comment Card and
submitting it to the Secretary. Public comments are limited to three minutes per individual. Comments
during other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion

Opened at 7:04
Brian Kelley- Talked about public engagement, wondering what public engagement the township is planning for the
change in ordinance? Questioned if there shouldn’t be a summary document for the AUD ordinance change that
clearly describes the impact in a way someone who is not an expert would be able to understand it?
Talked about setbacks and buffers. Wondered if setbacks could vary depending on the hight and details of the
proposed ADU and how it may affect the neighboring property. Believes buffers between an AUD and neighboring
property are a good idea. Also questioned the affects an ADU would have on street parking and traffic. If the
townships intended use is for AUD’s to relieve housing he doesn’t believe six months lease options would help solve
that.

Closed at 7:07

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Rosa, support by Timmins to approve the agenda as
presented.
Motion carries unanimously

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:

D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:

E. RECEIVE AND FILE:
1. RECEIVE AND FILE

a. Approved Township Board Meeting Minutes 8.01.23
Motion by Feringa, support by VanHouten to receive and file the Township
Board Meeting Minutes from 8/01/23
Motion carries unanimously

F. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
a. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 8.14.23

Motion by Feringa, support by Timmins to approve the Draft Planning commission
meeting minutes from 8/14/23.
Motion carries, Challendar abstained

G. CORRESPONDENCE:
1. None

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1. None
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I. OLD BUSINESS:
1. Housing Discussion – Accessory Dwelling (ADU) Text
Wolf-Waiting on a map from Beckett and Raeder that will show what areas AUD’s would
impact. Wolf Hope to have it at the October meeting.
Wolf talked with Jeff Jocks, who has questions about some of the language, specifically
5.34.2 A.13 about them not being a short term rental. Jocks has questions about how this
language would affect a tourist home status.
Wolf believes section 3.2 would need to be amended to list which districts ADU’s could
potentially be allowed in, once the PC decides which districts they feel ADU’s should be
allowed in.

Wentzloff questioned the language of 5.34.2.A.4 changing it to, should be subordinate to
a conforming single family dwelling unit. The discussion would be about non conforming
single family homes in a commercial district and how the ordinance would apply, but still
not allow them as short term rentals in the commercial district.

Discussion followed.

Challender- asked about 5.34.2.A.1, wanted to know if a clause could be included for
properties to be inspected by the health department or some other agency that is
responsible for septic systems, to determine if a property with a septic would be eligible
to either have room for a second septic system or if the system was already a capacity to
handle the added AUD?

Discussion followed about which part of the township was connected to sewer as well as
who keeps track of septic and well inspections.
Feringa- drain fields are the biggest consideration, you don’t want a drain field to fail.

Wentzloff- the health department is the one who determines if the septic is large enough
based on the number of bedrooms, and then extras like garbage disposal and such and it
increases the size of septic/drainfield needed. Is not opposed to allowing ADU’s in areas
with septic but feels the township has to be clear about how we will require the owner to
relay this information to the township and what township expectations are.

Wolf- Express her concerns about other districts having ADU’s and how the township
will be able to police them to make sure they don’t become short term rentals.

Wentzloff feels that if enforcement is the issue then the township should look into the
computer programs that monitor for short-term rentals.

Discussion on limiting the number of ADU’s approved each year followed.

Straw poll opinion of the PC members. Is anyone opposed to considering ADU’s in areas
with septic?
No members had a problem with it as long as a system is put in place to make sure
inspections take place on the septic system/drain fields.

Discussion followed
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Wentzloff- what districts ADU’s could exist in? The township really just has; single
family neighborhood, single family rural and agricultural are the three areas in the
township that have housing by right. So that would be the yellow, purple and white on
the map.

Discussion followed about the number of ADU’s permitted per year and how it would be
decided who gets one of the five permits, previously talked about, if there were more than
five requests.

Discussed making sure all the definitions we have in our ordinance match with
definitions used in the AUD ordinance.

Discussed what might happen to vacation and tourist homes that request an ADU.

Discussed setbacks in the different districts and how they would apply to ADU’s.

Wentzloff- asked if an ADU could be placed over an existing garage or barn as long as it
conforms?

Wolf- Yes, it could be over someone’s garage as long as it isn’t over 950 sq.ft. and meets
all the other requirements.

Discussed landscaping for buffers, decided trying to regulate residential landscaping
wouldn’t work out well.

Planning commissioners decided to continue the ADU discussion at the October meeting.

Feringa started discussion on having to meter both the ADU and the main house. This
discussion will continue with John I. in the future.

Discussed the definition for a manufactured home and mobile home and updating the
language the township uses.

J. NEW BUSINESS:
1. None

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS

Public comment opened at 8:11

Brian Kelley- RV park, heard from people with property over there that it is not what was intended. There
are ADU’s over there according to owners within the property.
Number of ADU permits, there is a big difference between what was talked about at the last meeting and
what was talked about tonight. There were a lot of problems with the lotteries. It is tricky trying to figure
out. He thinks setbacks matter a lot when people buy a house with one expectation and now they may find
there will be a second house where there wasn’t one allowed before. Talked about vegetative buffers.

1. Planning & Zoning Administrator Report – Lindsey Wolf- gave out hard copies of the
Parks plan for members to review. The 30 day review period is open from September
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10th - October 10th. It will go to public hearing at the November Board meeting. Still
needs one more member for the subcommittee. Doug was asking a board member if they
would be interested in joining.

2. Township Board Report – Jean Aukerman
3. Parks & Trails Committee Report –

ADJOURN: Motion by Feringa, support by Challender to adjourn.
Motion carries unanimously.
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENT, GREAT LAKES, AND ENERGY

CADILLAC DISTRICT OFFICE
GRETCHEN WHITMER

GOVERNOR
PHILLIP D. ROOS

DIRECTOR

September 13, 2023

                 VN No. VN-015042

VIA EMAIL

Jeremy Jones
Tart Solar LLC
430 E 8th Street
Holland, Michigan 49423

Dear Jeremy:

SUBJECT: Violation Notice – Tart Solar-M-72 and Bates Road

The Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), Water Resources Division 
(WRD), inspected the TART Solar-M-72 and Bates Road site, located at M-72 and Bates Road,  
Williamsburg, Michigan 49690, on November 7, 2022, to determine compliance with Part 31, 
Water Resources Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 
PA 451, as amended (NREPA), MCL 324.3101 et seq., and the administrative rules 
promulgated thereunder being 2006 AACS R 323.2101 et seq., as amended; Part 91, Soil 
Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC), of the Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (NREPA), MCL 324.9101 et seq. and the 
administrative rules promulgated thereunder being 2005 AACS R 323.1701 et seq., as 
amended; and Notice of Coverage (NOC) No. MIR117117. 

On September 7, 2023, WRD staff observed evidence of an unlawful discharge of sediment 
laden water to the wetlands south of the site. As a result of a large rainfall event, sediment laden 
water discharged from the emergency overflow outlet of the far southern storm water basin and 
entered the wetland to the south of this basin. As a result of this discharge, the wetland area 
contained unnatural turbidity and suspended solids, which is a violation of Part 31 and Part 91 
of the NREPA. The southern basin was full of sediment laden water but was actively being 
pumped to a large temporary storage basin on the northwest side of the site. 

During the inspection, staff also noticed several areas where rills had formed and areas where 
erosion and sedimentation control measures needed maintenance. As we were conducting the 
site inspection, contractors were on-site fixing some of these areas. 

It was noted that the site received a large amount of rain (~3.5 inches) in a short period of time, 
which resulted in the discharge and other site issues seen. The Department appreciates the 
quick response and corrective actions that the site took to respond to the issues noted above. 
However, the site will need to prepare for future rain events and incorporate measures to 
prevent discharges to waters of the state, especially from the basins. 

The violations identified in this Violation Notice are violations of Part 31 of the NREPA, Part 91 
of the NREPA, and Notice of Coverage (NOC) No. MIR117117. 



Jeremy Jones
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TART Solar-M-72 and Bates Road should continue to take immediate actions to achieve and 
maintain compliance with the terms and conditions of Parts 31, 91, and NOC No. MIR117117. 

Please submit a response to this office no later than 14 days after receipt of this letter.  At a 
minimum, the response shall include:
 

1. Copies of the certified storm water operator’s inspection logs for the last month. 
2. A detailed plan for how the site will respond and put measures in place to prevent the 

discharge of sediment laden water from the southern basins to waters of the state. 
3. Verification that the soil erosion issues noted above, including fixing of rills and 

maintenance of measures caused by the rain event, has been completed.  

If you have any factual information, you would like us to consider regarding the violations 
identified in this Violation Notice, please provide them with your written response.

We anticipate and appreciate your cooperation in resolving this matter.  Should you require further 
information regarding this Violation Notice or if you would like to arrange a meeting to discuss it, 
please contact me at RileyJ6@michigan.gov; 231-429-3159; or EGLE, WRD, 120 West Chapin 
Street, Cadillac, Michigan 49601-2158.

Sincerely,

Jake Riley
Cadillac District Office
Water Resources Division

jr/sh
cc: Fred Morse, Grand Traverse County Environmental Health 

Brent Wheat, Grand Traverse County Environmental Health 
Lindsay Wolf, Acme Township Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Leah Anton, Newkirk 
Brian Dreves, Molon Excavating 

      Brian Jankowski, EGLE 
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