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Planning and Zoning 
6042 Acme Road | Williamsburg, MI | 49690 

Phone: (231) 938-1350   Fax: (231) 938-1510   Web: www.acmetownship.org 

                 
 
 
To: Acme Township Board of Trustees 
  
From: Lindsey Wolf, Planning & Zoning Administrator 
Date: January 24, 2022 
Re: 2021 Planning Commission Annual Report 
 
As required by the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, attached is the 2020 Annual Report of the 
Planning Commission. The Planning Enabling Act (MCL 125.3801 et seq.) states that “a planning 
commission shall make an annual written report to the legislative body concerning its operations 
and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions by the 
legislative body related to planning and development.”  
 
On January 10, 2022 during a regular meeting the Planning Commission recommended approval 
and submission of the 2021 Planning Commission Annual Report to the Board of Trustees.  
 
 

http://www.acmetownship.org/
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Acme Township Planning Commission 
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Purpose 
Pursuant to Section 19(2) of Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended, the Michigan Planning Enabling 
Act, “ a planning commission shall make an annual written report to the legislative body concerning 
its operations and the status of planning activities, including recommendations regarding actions 
by the legislative body related to planning and development.”  
 
Planning Commission Membership 
Karly Wentzloff – Chair 
Dan Rosa – Vice Chair 
Marcie Timmons – Secretary  
Jean Aukerman – Township Board Representative  
Daniel VanHouten 
Beth Balentine 
Steve Feringa  
Jack Challender  
 
Reviews & Recommendations  
 

Applicant Review Type Recommendation 
Acme Greenworks Site Plan Review- Medical MJ Grow  Approved with Conditions 
Lormax Stern PD – public hearing and review Withdrew Application   
Traverse City Horse 
Shows, LLC Special Use – Major Amendment   In process 

  Total: 3 
 
Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments  
ZO #53 Adult Use Marihuana standards for C, B4, and AG districts – in process  
 
2021 Milestones  

• Planning Commission review of entire draft ordinance – including public hearings 
• Received additional funds (in cooperation with TART) for the Acme Connector Trail 
• Acme Connector Trail went out for bid(s) 

 
Meetings  
The Planning Commission held 12 regular meetings and 5 special meetings in 2021. 
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Name 11-Jan 25-Jan 8-Feb 22-Feb 8-Mar 22-Mar 12-Apr 26-Apr 10-May 

Aukerman P P P P P P P P P 

Balentine P P moved n/a           
Challender  n/a n/a  n/a   n/a n/a  n/a  P P P 

Feringa P P P P P P P P P 

Rosa P P P P P P P P P 

Timmins P P P P P P P P P 

VanHouten P P P P P P P P P 

Wentzloff P P P P P P P P P 

 
 

Name 24-May 14-June 12-July 9-Aug 13-Sep 18-Oct 8-Nov 13-Dec 
Attended 

of 17 
 

Aukerman P P P P P P P P 17/17  

Challender P  P  P  P  P P  P P 11/17  

Feringa E P P P E P P P 15/17  

Rosa P P P P P E P P 16/17  

Timmins E P P E E E E E 11/17  

VanHouten P P P P E P P P 16/17  

Wentzloff P P P P P P P P 17/17  

 
Key: P- present  E-Excused  n/a - Not Applicable 
 
The Planning Commission dedicated an abundance of time to review the draft ordinance beyond 
regular meeting dates. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication to Acme Township.  
 
Education/Training 

• Capital Improvement Plan Training with John Iacoangeli from Beckett & Raeder – January 
25, 2021 

 
Priorities for 2022 

• Present Draft Ordinance to the Township Board of Trustees 
• Adoption of Zoning Ordinance by end of the fiscal year - June 30, 2022 
• Refine and update CIP process and create a working plan 
• Rewrite the Stormwater Control Ordinance #2007-01 
• Waterfront Overlay District Discussion(s) 
• Missing Middle Housing Discussion(s) 
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• Dark Stores – redevelopment options  
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
Lindsey Wolf 
Planning & Zoning Administrator 
 zoning@acmetownship.org 
 
 

mailto:zoning@acmetownship.org
























































































































 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER WITH PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE at 7:00 pm 

 

ROLL CALL: Members present: Karly Wentzloff, Jean Aukerman, Jack Challender, Steve Feringa, Dan 

VanHouten, Dan Rosa 

Members excused: Marcie Timmins 

Staff Present: Sara Kopriva, Lindsey Wolf, Jeff Jocks is excused.  Marcie Timmins 

 

A. LIMITED PUBLIC COMMENT:  Members of the public may address the Commission regarding any 

subject of community interest during public comment periods by filling out a Public Comment Card and 

submitting it to the Secretary.  Public comments are limited to three minutes per individual.  Comments 

during other portions of the agenda may or may not be entertained at the moderator’s discretion. 

Opened at 7:01 Closed at 7:04 
Brian Kelly- Acme Township resident. Compared the current zoning to draft zoning ordinance, stated that a 

document was still needed that highlights the changes and a planning analysis of the impact on those changes to the 

township. Concerning the process of Horse festival their attorney stated they were not bound by the SUP and Mr. 

Kelly wondered what other surprises the festival had in store. Was surprised the township didn’t require a traffic 

study of the Horse show area. Wondered why and would like the township to ask for one. Discussed parking at the 

festival area and is not sure more parking will solve any of the problems. Talked about Bates Rd being an official 

US bike route and the amount of manure on the side of the street and the dust clouds that happened every time a car 

past. 
 

B. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:    Motion to approve the agenda as presented. Motion made by Feringa, 

support by Challender. Motion carried unanimously 

 

C. INQUIRY AS TO CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: None 

 

D. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: None 

 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR: The purpose of the consent calendar is to expedite business by grouping non-

controversial items together for one Commission motion without discussion.  A request to remove any item 

for discussion later in the agenda from any member of the Commission, staff or public shall be granted. 
1. RECEIVE AND FILE 

a. Township Board Draft Meeting Minutes 12.07.21 
2. ACTION: 

a. Approve Draft Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 12.13.21 
Motion to approve the consent calendar with the removal of 2.a 
 Motion by Feringa, support by Aukerman Motion carries unanimously 

 

F. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Feringa removed 2.a. Draft planning commission minutes 12-13-21 
2. ___________________________________ 

Feringa- Page 3 Pg. 2 spelling of EAGL to EGLE.  

Rosa-Page 3 Pg. 2 Sentence starting with “Regarding a Traffic Study” change permanent structure to year- 

round.  

Wentzloff- 2 notes Top of pg. 4 bottom of 1st paragraph clarified having to re-notice the hearing if it is closed 

and re-opened again. Also Pg.5 Under surface material not provided- concerned about how it is written, 

believed that the township has to consult with legal in order to allow gravel, because of the language in the 

ordinance. Wentzloff would like it to read, Kopriva and counsel to consult on the allowable surface.  
 

DRAFT UNAPPROVED 

ACME TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

ACME TOWNSHIP HALL 

6042 Acme Road Williamsburg, MI 49690 

January 10, 2022 7:00 p.m. 
 



 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

Motion to approve the draft Planning Commission meeting minutes from 12-07-21 with the changes listed 

above.  

Motion by Feringa Support by Rosa. No discussion Motion carries unanimously.  

G. CORRESPONDENCE: 

1.  
 

H. PUBLIC HEARINGS: Opened at 7:14pm Closed at 7:16 
1. Continuation Traverse City Horse Shows, LLC – SUP/SPR 2021-02 

Wentzloff recommendation would be to continue to hold the public hearing open until the next 

meeting. New material was received and is under review.  

Discussed moving the meeting to 1/31 decided to keep it on the 7th.of Feb.  
Motion to continue the Traverse City Horse shows hearing continued to the February 7, 2022 

planning commission meeting.  

Motion by VanHouten support by Feringa  

No discussion motion carries unanimously  
 

I. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Traverse City Horse Shows, LLC SUP/SPR 2021-02-  
2. Acme Township Draft Zoning Ordinance- Wentzloff spoke with counsel he said if the planning 

commission would like to move the zoning ordinance forward, Jocks wrote a motion.  I move that 

the Planning commission recommend approval of the Acme Township Draft Zoning 

Ordinance to the Acme township board. This would be if the commission believes it is 

substantially finished enough to move it forward. 
Wentzloff- the regulated uses table p.10 3.2 in the residential uses section feels we should remove 

the temporary lodging establishments and nursing and convalescent home and senior living 

facilities and put them in commercial uses. Motivation is that tourist/vacation homes are not 

allowed in the residential district.  All the litigation at the state level is that it is a commercial use 

not residential. Wants the townships table to reflect that language.  

Discussion with Kopriva 

Wolf likes the uses Alphabetized for ease of public use. Wentzloff asked the commission, 

alphabetized was agreed on.  

On Industrial Parks there is a big red S, thinks it is a typo, tenant housing is crossed out, and custom 

agriculture operations there is an asterisk under the P.  

In the industrial parks Wentzloff confirmed the 70% lot coverage and the 85% impervious surface 

coverage and the maximum height of 4 stories.  

Pg.46 Accessory uses subheading is not bold 

Pg.133 Completeness review on site plans- 30 days is listed, is 30 days too long because it 

would miss the next meeting.  

Wolf commented that on a site plan review yes for a SUP no because she needs 18 days to 

notice it and time to review the information. 21 days is what Wolf thinks it can be changed 

to.  

Wolf said that 30 days is pretty standard for other townships, Kopriva will put at the end 

of 9.4, submission procedure. At the end of the sentence put that all materials shall be 

received in 30 days. 

 

Wolf asked if Jeff Jocks had been asked about a sentence, she had talked to Wentzloff 

about pulling out for a later date. Wentzloff said yes. Wentzloff said we would wait until 

it gets approved and will need their own independent feedback. Things removed, water 

front regulations and the ADU and duplex units will be addressed at a later date to give 

each issue room for public input.  

I move that the planning commission recommend approval of the Acme Township 

Draft Zoning Ordinance to the Acme board.   

Motion by Rosa Support by Feringa no discussion Motion carries unanimously.  
 



 

If you are planning to attend and are physically challenged, requiring any special assistance, please notify Cathy Dye, Clerk, within 24 hours of 
the meeting at 938-1350. 

J. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. 2021 Annual Planning Commission Report- Wolf would like the PC to look at the priorities 

for 2022, asked if anyone would like anything added or removed on page 2 or 3.  

Wentzloff- storm water ordnance is a priority. As well as the water front overlay and the 

missing housing middle housing options within our zoning ordinance.  

Rosa asked when we do a master plan again. 

Wentzloff replied every 5 years.  

Discussed asking for extra funding for master plan review the summer of 2023 for the 2024 

budget year.  

Aukerman asked about the storm water as it was discussed by the board in May of 2020. 

Jeff had said to hold off, then changed his mind. Wolf talked to Bob Verschaeve about 

being more proactive with follow through on reviewing the storm water in the township. 

Feels like some of the neglected pieces are starting to fall in to place. The ordinance still 

needs some work.  

Rosa asked if the committee is coming back to the water front overlay district in 2022  

Wentzloff said yes, she plans for the committee to discuss them later this year.  

Rosa would also like to look at if the zoning ordinance can be more flexible for the Tom’s 

and Kmart properties.  

Wentzloff asked or clarification.  

Rosa wanted to look at more redevelopment options for big box stores (dark properties) 

and what other communities are doing, discussion followed. Aukerman suggested putting 

together a couple examples of what the township would like in those areas so developers 

would have an idea of what the township would like there.  

 

Motion to approve the Acme township Planning commission 2021 annual report and 

submit to the Acme township board. 

Motion by Feringa Support by Aukerman No discussion Motion carries unanimously 
 

K. PUBLIC COMMENT & OTHER PC BUSINESS  

Open 7:51 Brian Kelly- wanted to discuss the bi-laws as they apply to the current public hearing. Has 

been waiting for a full report to make his comments. Went back to the Horse shows traffic and how 

the ordinance requires asphalt. Said the site is a mud pit and he will be giving the township photos 

showing that. Discussed the storm water system and storm water on site and their lack of having a 

plan for it. Let us know about the Tax tribunal meeting in March for the Kmart property asking for 

the taxes to be $50,000.  

Public comment closed at 7:56 

1. Planning & Zoning Administrator Report – Lindsey Wolf- Wolf has a new phone number for 

township business. 231-4924840. She will be in the office on Mondays and Wednesdays and with 

be working from home on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Potential of a public hearing for a duplex in the ag. District. And she is working with Sara to wrap 

up the review of the new materials from the Horse show.  

 

2. Township Board Report – Jean Aukerman- Trevor Tkach from Tc Tourism will possibly be coming 

to the February Board meeting to give a presentation of the economic impact of the horse show. 

Recommends giving him questions in advance so he can know what questions to expect.  

3. Parks & Trails Committee Report – Marcie Timmins Marcie had nothing to report. Wolf reported 

that the board approved additional funding for the tart trail, and there is a resubmitted the updated 

plans for the Acme connector trail it will be going to the trust fund for the final approval.  
 

ADJOURN:    Motion to Adjourn Aukerman, support by Challender. Motion carries unanimously.        

Meeting adjourns at 8:05                     
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